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Abstract

Accessibility in urban public spaces is a cornerstone for achieving spatial justice and a key indicator
in assessing environmental quality for all segments of society especially individuals with physical
disabilities. In many Iranian cities, including Pardis, sidewalk furniture suffers from significant
shortcomings in terms of placement, design, and compatibility with the specific needs of users.
These deficiencies have resulted in physical barriers, unintentional social exclusion, and limited
social interaction and active presence of people with disabilities in urban spaces. The neglect of
inclusive and human-centered design principles, alongside the lack of compliance with international
accessibility standards, has hindered the potential of these spaces to serve all users.This study aims
to analyze the current state of sidewalk furniture in Pardis City and propose effective design
strategies tailored to the needs of individuals with physical disabilities. The research adopts a
descriptive-analytical approach, employing systematic field observation, semi-structured interviews
with users, and content analysis of urban planning documents. Findings indicate that the absence of
standard ramps, lack of designated side space for wheelchair placement next to benches, slippery
pavements, narrow pathways, and the unavailability of information signage at appropriate heights
are key factors limiting accessibility and user experience. Based on these findings, a design
framework rooted in the principles of spatial justice, universal design, and human-centered planning
has been developed. This framework not only enhances the functionality of sidewalk furniture but
can also inform revisions in urban management policies and promote inclusivity in public spaces.

Keywords: Urban Sidewalk Furniture, Physical Disability, Accessibility in Urban Design,
Inclusive Design, Spatial Justice.



