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Abstract

Romanticism is an artistic, literary and intellectual movement in Europe that reached its peak in
the first half of the 19th century. The main components of romanticism are emphasis on imagination,
emotionalism, individuality and praise of the past and naturalism and criticism of civility. The
purpose of this article is to investigate and explain the examples of the school of romanticism in the
short story of the stray dog, the work of Sadegh Hedayat, which is done with a descriptive-analytical
method. The current research is formed in response to this question: does the Iranian story of the stray
dog conform to the definitions and characteristics of the European school of romanticism or not? If
so, what characteristics in this story are consistent with the mentioned components in the school of
romanticism? The scope of the study is the story “Stray Dog" from the collection "Stray Dog" by
Sadegh Hedayat, published by Amir Kabir Publishing House. Referring to some findings, it can be
said that the ambiguous message in Pat's eyes is the turning point of the story in the intuitive perception
of the romantic writer. A message that shows the meaning of "individuality™ in the depth of his gaze.
Also, his fear of human society and his helplessness and excessive need for caress are consistent with
the "sentimentalism™ of romanticism. The emotional transformation of "Pat™ in his non-stop running
to escape from the unloving atmosphere until standing up and gradual death is also a reflection of the
"emotionalism™ component in the story. In fact, his moving away from the atmosphere of Varamin
Square is a way of transferring feelings from the restraints of caution and reason. Just as the basic
principle of romanticism is the preference of feeling over reason. The main feature of the story is
"criticism of civility". The author considers humans as lacking the understanding of sufferings and
oppression. From the point of view of Hedayat, humans did not need to express his feelings. The
descriptions of Hedayat in the criticism of brutality are for the purpose of punishment and awareness
of the human kind regarding the right to life and the importance of animal feelings.
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