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Abstract

Spinoza and Mulla Sadra are two prominent philosophers who have approached
the issue of direct knowledge of God from different perspectives. A significant
point of distinction between Spinoza and Mulla Sadra's philosophies lies in their
concepts of infinity and essence. Spinoza <heavily influenced by rationalism and
philosophical materialism <believes that direct knowledge is only possible
through relative understanding <with the truth of this knowledge being embedded
in its relationship with relativity. In contrast <Mulla Sadra <rooted in Islamic
philosophical tradition <asserts that direct knowledge of God is limited to essence
and the existence of the subject <achieving a level of existence that transcends
sensory and rational perception ¢representing the highest form of knowledge and
insight.

This study employs a descriptive-analytical method to examine the relationship
between God and humanity from the perspectives of Mulla Sadra and Spinoza.
The findings indicate that «from Mulla Sadra's viewpoint «direct knowledge of
God is an existential understanding achieved through the unity of existence and
direct perception through presence and intuition. Conversely «Spinoza holds that
direct knowledge is obtained through an intuitive grasp of the unity of nature
with God. Ultimately <comparing Spinoza's and Mulla Sadra's views reveals that
each philosopher <according to their philosophical systems ¢has reached a form
of direct knowledge of God that represents the highest level of knowledge and
signifies the ultimate interaction between humanity and the divine truth.
Keywords: Mulla Sadra «Spinoza «God <Humanity <Universe.
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Introduction

The relationship between literature and philosophy is a profound and
multilayered connection that has manifested in various forms throughout history.
Literature, with its reliance on imagination and emotion, and philosophy,
grounded in reason and logic, both pursue the discovery of truth and the meaning
of existence. For this reason, they have often been interwoven within numerous
intellectual traditions. Great philosophers such as Plato and Aristotle presented
foundational concepts concerning God and the world, which later inspired
Muslim thinkers. In Islamic philosophy, scholars such as al-Kindi, al-Farabi,
Suhrawardi, and Mulla Sadra have made significant efforts to explain the
relationship between God and the world and divine agency. Among them, Mulla
Sadra introduced a profound transformation in Islamic theosophy through his
theory of the “gradation of existence” (tashkik al-wujiid) and offered a novel
interpretation of the relation between God and creation.

On the other hand, the Dutch philosopher Baruch Spinoza presented

a monistic view of God and the world, denying any distinction between the
Creator and creation and advocating for the essential unity of being. Like Mulla
Sadra, he inclined toward the autonomy of reason and critiqued the
unquestionable authority of religious dogma. A comparative analysis of these
two prominent philosophers can illuminate not only the differences and
similarities between Islamic and Western philosophical thought but also offer
deeper insights into the divine names and attributes and the role of God within
the cosmos.

This study focuses on the issue of the bilateral relationship between God and the
world in the thoughts of Spinoza and Mulla Sadra, aiming to shed new light on
one of the key topics in comparative philosophy and underscore its significance
in shaping a monotheistic worldview.

Methodology

In this research, the authors employ a descriptive-analytical approach, utilizing
library-based sources to examine and compare the perspectives of Mulla Sadra
and Baruch Spinoza regarding the relationship between God, human beings, and
the cosmos. The study begins by extracting foundational concepts concerning
divine agency and the position of humans in the order of existence from the
primary philosophical texts of both thinkers. Then, through a comparative
approach, the similarities and differences between these two philosophical
systems are analyzed and evaluated. The aim of this methodology is to achieve a
clear understanding of the theological and ontological foundations in both
Islamic and Western philosophical traditions, and to clarify how these
foundations influence the human worldview.

Discussion and Analysis

Mulla Sadra, a prominent philosopher and mystic during the Safavid era, is one
of the greatest thinkers who succeeded in harmoniously and aesthetically
expressing profound philosophical, mystical, and Qur'anic concepts in his works.
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His view of God is based on the theory of "the primacy of existence" (Asalat al-
Wujud); according to him, God is "pure existence," which is the essence of truth,
life, goodness, and perfection, and all beings are reflections and manifestations
of Him. Mulla Sadra believes that God is the necessary existent, and the existence
and perfection of all beings emanate from Him and are sustained by Him. In his
poetry, he portrays divine attributes such as "Alive" (Hayy), "Sustainer"
(Qayyum), and "Eternal" (Samad), using metaphors like the sun in a speck of
dust or a book whose pages represent different realms of existence. Mulla Sadra
sees the universe as a single whole, calling it the "Great Human," where bodies
are like the body and souls like the soul of this living entity. He regards the unity
of the universe as a sign of the unity of the necessary existent, introducing God
as the true singularity of existence. According to him, the "expanded existence,"
also known as the "Merciful Soul" (Nafs-e-Rahmani), is the first manifestation
of the divine essence and the origin of multiplicity in the world. Mulla Sadra
asserts that God is a real, simple, unique, unchangeable being who is free of any
deficiency and, despite being transcendent, encompasses all perfections. A closer
look at Mulla Sadra’s poetry reveals that he employs complex philosophical
concepts while simultaneously using mystical language and poetry to present a
vivid and inspiring depiction of God. In this view, God is not only the first and
final cause of the world but also an infinite truth and a free agent who governs
and knows all things.

In Spinoza's philosophy, the concept of God is interpreted as "substance." In this
view, God is not only an infinite being but a self-sustained substance that does
not rely on anything outside of itself for its existence or explanation. Spinoza
emphasizes that God, possessing infinite attributes, is inherently one with the
essence of those attributes. Qualities like immutability and independence are
significant aspects of God’s nature. In Spinoza’s philosophy, "substance" refers
to a fundamental concept that applies both to God and to all of existence. Spinoza
maintains that there is only one substance in nature, which is God. According to
his doctrine of monism, he believes that God and nature are one. God is infinite
not only in terms of existence but also conceptually, and nothing can limit or alter
Him. Spinoza argues that God, as the cause of Himself, is the cause of the
universe and the foundation of all attributes and beings. Hence, nothing can
dominate God or prevent Him from existing, making Him a perpetually active
being. In the end, Spinoza adopts a philosophy where God is not merely a
metaphysical entity but an objective, boundless substance that influences all
beings and inherently possesses all the attributes necessary to prove His
existence.

In comparing the attributes of God, Spinoza and Mulla Sadra share similarities,
particularly in their view that divine attributes are fixed and infinite. From
Spinoza's perspective, God is an eternal and infinite being whose attributes stem
from His essence. These attributes, such as absolute knowledge, unlimited
power, and infinite wisdom, can only be extracted from an infinite substance.
God, as an immutable being, cannot undergo any transformation, and any change
in Him would imply a deficiency.
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Mulla Sadra also emphasizes the perfection of God's attributes, but his view of
God’s attributes and creatures is slightly different. According to Mulla Sadra,
existence and attributes such as power, knowledge, and life are aspects of
existence itself, and their meanings are the same in both God and creatures,
though their actualization differs in various levels of existence. While divine
attributes are fully realized and perfected in God, in creatures, these attributes
exist in a limited and lower degree.

This comparison reveals that, although both philosophers stress the eternity and
immutability of God's attributes, they hold different views on the concepts of
change and attributes in comparison to God and creatures.

Conclusion

Over three centuries after Spinoza's philosophy, some still believe that his
philosophy is based on the theories of Mulla Sadra, the Iranian and Muslim
philosopher. Although there are clear differences between these two
philosophers, there are also similarities that have led scholars to compare and
explore their thoughts. In Mulla Sadra's philosophy, the abstract aspect of God is
completely rejected, and God is recognized as a necessary existent, independent,
and self-sustained being. In this view, the objective aspect of God is also negated,
and motion is confined to nature and human existence. On the other hand, in
contrast to Spinoza's philosophy, such distinctions in fundamental ideas and
philosophical principles suggest fundamental differences in the approaches of the
two philosophers toward God and the world. Moreover, in Mulla Sadra’s
philosophy, the idea of divine immanence is not conceived. From Spinoza's
perspective, there is only one God, and that is Nature. Nature has two aspects:
creative nature and created nature. The creative nature reflects the eternal and
infinite essence of God, while the created nature encompasses everything that
results from God's necessity or one of His attributes, representing all the states
of God.

Considering the thoughts of Mulla Sadra and Spinoza, it can be stated that both
philosophers believe in the unity of existence. According to Spinoza, God is the
same as nature. His notion of God's unity with nature refers to the transcendence
of God. However, the distinction between creative nature and created nature is,
in this context, not a real distinction but an intellectual and logical one. In
contrast, from Mulla Sadra’s perspective, God is related to the universe through
His knowledge and awareness.
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