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A Comparative Study of the Translation of Quranic Phrases in the
Translations of Elahi Ghomshei and Makarem Shirazi Based on the
Translation Model of Abu al-Futuh Razi in Parts Y4 and ¥+
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Abstract

The Quran is a divine miracle revealed in the Arabic language and contains all
divine decrees and commandments. Therefore, providing a fluent and eloquent
translation of it is the only way for non-Arabic speakers to access its content. In
this paper, we attempt to achieve the best method and style among these
translations by analyzing the linguistic aspects of the contemporary Quran
translations of Elahi Ghomshei and Makarem Shirazi, examining the methods
and techniques used in these translations, and comparing their rendering of
Quranic phrases and stylistic based on the model of the translation of Abu al-
Futuh Razi, which is considered the first translation of the Qur'an in Persian and
based on the Shia way And in terms of the history of the evolution of Persian
language and lexicology, it is very important Accordingly, these translations are
described and analyzed from a semantic and linguistic perspective. Based on the
investigations carried out, it can be said that although the translators did not
follow a specific and uniform style in translating Quranic phrases, and in most
cases contrary to Abu al-Futuh Razi, instead of translating them word by word,
they used explanations and descriptions of the phrases in the translation, or in
some cases, they provided two meanings for one Quranic word and expanded its
meaning in the translation, but overall, they were able to convey the concept of
Quranic phrases to the translation based on the interpretative model of Abu al-
Futuh Razi.
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-Detailed Abstract

-Introduction

The Quran is a heavenly book in which divine laws are deposited; therefore, its
translation has always been of interest throughout history and can be said to be
one of the most important topics in Quranic sciences. Therefore, its translation
into Persian is the only way for Persian speakers to understand and achieve divine
knowledge, as well as the principles and branches of the sublime concepts of this
divine book. Since the words of the Holy Quran are not limited to single words,
but also include compounds, and in the Arabic language, compounds exist in two
forms additive and descriptive, which are also considered part of the verbal
aspects of the miracle of the Quran, and other compounds can't replace them,;
therefore, understanding the verses of the Quran will not be possible without
understanding and recognizing their meaning; Accordingly, achieving a correct
and desirable translation of the Quran from this perspective is only possible by
analyzing and examining Quranic translations based on ancient translations,
which are of great importance in terms of the history of the development of the
Persian language, lexicography, and etymology and with their help, one can
access the history of the ancient and rich Persian language through the equivalent
function of each word, combination, or phrase with the text of the Holy Quran,
and contribute to the expansion of the vocabulary and combinations of the
contemporary Persian language. One of these translations is that of Abu al-Futuh
Razi, one of the first Persian translations of the Quran in the Imamiyyah style,
and was accepted by Persian speakers.

The model of Abu al-Futuh Razi translation as a theoretical framework can help
analyze and compare the way Quranic compounds are translated and the stylistic
characteristics of the translations mentioned above, and help to understand their
strengths and weaknesses, and provide the possibility of a deeper examination of
the way concepts and linguistic beauties are transmitted.

Therefore, this research seeks to answer the following questions: Y. What are the
differences and similarities in the way the Quranic compounds are translated by
the divine translations of Elahi Ghomshei and Makarem Shirazi in Parts Y4 and
¥+? Y. How can the way the Quranic compounds of the aforementioned
translators be analyzed and explained within the framework of Abu al-Futuh Razi
translation model?This not only helps to better understand contemporary
translations of the Quran, but can also lead to improved translation methods and
quality enhancements in the future.

-Research Methodology

The research method in this study is qualitative and based on the purpose of the
research is descriptive-analytical, and data collection was done through
documentary-library methods.

-Discussion and Analysis

In recent times, many translators have turned to new and contemporary
translations of the Quran in response to the needs of the present time so that



63/ A Comparative Study of the Translation of Quranic Phrases in the...

everyone can become aware of the content of this divine book. One such divine
translator is Elahi Ghomshei, who, considering that her audience is the general
public, has tried to use a common and general translation method to understand
Quranic phrases. Another translator is Makarem Shirazi, who is considered one
of the great scholars, experts, and influential in the field of Quranic and
exegetical discussions and knowledge. He translated with a religious approach,
and his translation was originally part of the model interpretation.

By linguistically analyzing contemporary translations of the Quran by Elahi
Ghomshei and Makarem Shirazi, examining the methods and styles in the
aforementioned translations, and comparing the way in which Quranic
compounds are translated, as well as their stylistic characteristics, based on the
model of Abu al-Futuh Razi translation, which is the first translation of the Quran
into Persian and in the Shiite tradition. It is of great importance in terms of the
history of the development of the Persian language and lexicography, and as a
theoretical framework, it can help analyze and compare the way Quranic
compounds are translated and the stylistic characteristics of the aforementioned
translations, and to understand their strengths and weaknesses; Achieved the best
method and style among translations.

Elahi Ghomshei and Makarem Shirazi did not follow a specific style or
uniformity in translating Quranic compounds, and interpreted them both as
explanatory equivalents and as combinations. In most cases, the aforementioned
translators used common equivalents in translating Quranic compounds, but
unlike Abu al-Futuh Razi, instead of word-for-word meaning, they used
descriptions and explanations of compounds to clarify their meaning in the target
language. However, in most cases, they have interpreted Quranic compounds
based on the model of Abu al-Futuh Razi translation, using equivalents that are
synonymous with her translation, and have been able to transfer their meaning to
the translation as it appears in the aforementioned translation.

Conclusion

Based on the investigations carried out, it can be said that although the translators
did not follow a specific and uniform style in translating Quranic phrases, and in
most cases contrary to Abu al-Futuh Razi, instead of translating them word by
word, they used explanations and descriptions of the phrases in the translation,
or in some cases, they provided two meanings for one Quranic word and
expanded its meaning in the translation, but overall, they were able to convey the
concept of Quranic phrases to the translation based on the interpretative model
of Abu al-Futuh Razi.
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