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An Analysis and Comparison of the Myth of Daena in
the Arda Viraf Namag and The Divine Comedy
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The beliefs and thoughts of a nation's people are reflected in its myths,
archetypes, and subsequently in its religion, gradually becoming part of its
cultural identity. Daena, as one of the spiritual components of human beings
and a goddess in Zoroastrianism, holds a significant place among the followers
of this faith. This goddess is mentioned in various texts and works from
different cultures, which indicates her elevated status. This study first explains
the concept of Daena in Zoroastrianism. It then proceeds to analyze and
compare the role and position of this goddess in two works: the Arda Viraf
Namag and Dante Alighieri’s Divine Comedy. The conclusion drawn is that
Dante, from the appearance of Virgil to Beatrice’s farewell, symbolically uses
elements of Daena and Chista, assigning Daena’s characteristics to Beatrice
and those of Chista to Virgil.

Keywords: Daena, Beatrice, Chista, Arda Viraf Namag, Divine Comedy.
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