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Extended Abstract

Introduction: The entertainment industry has emerged as a pivotal sector in the glob-
al economy, with its distribution systems playing a crucial role in shaping both its
operations and evolution. Cinema, as a central component of this industry, possesses
a distinctive distribution system that has historically experienced substantial transfor-
mations due to technological advancements and global dynamics. This research seeks
to examine future trends and scenarios related to cinema distribution, with a particular
focus on the Iranian context and its unique challenges and opportunities.

Method: This study employs a qualitative methodology, utilizing Cognitive Map-
ping (CM) as a problem-structuring tool. Through focused group discussions with
ten industry experts, the research identifies and conceptualizes future trends within
Iran’s cinema distribution system. The cognitive mapping technique facilitates the
development of a visual conceptual model illustrating the relationships among
trends, scenarios, and their interdependencies.

Results: The findings reveal five major predictable trends: (1) changes in ser-
vice delivery modalities, (2) enhanced strategies for audience engagement and
retention, (3) infrastructural transformations, (4) evolution in content types, and
(5) shifts in distribution channels. These trends are anticipated to significantly in-
fluence the future of cinema distribution in Iran, offering valuable insights into
emerging scenarios and potential challenges. Moreover, the study underscores
how these trends interact and overlap, forming a complex network of opportuni-
ties and constraints for stakeholders.

Conclusion: The results highlight the necessity of strategic foresight and proactive
planning for cinema policymakers and industry managers. By comprehending these
trends and their interrelations, stakeholders can better navigate future developments
and design adaptive strategies to sustain competitiveness in the rapidly evolving
entertainment landscape. The concluding sections of the research elaborate on the
detailed relationships among the five identified trends, providing actionable insights
for practical implementation in Iran’s cinema distribution ecosystem.

Keywords: Future Trends, Cinema, Entertainment Industry, Distribution System,
Cognitive Mapping.
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