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ABSTRACT

Effective policymaking in the judicial domain
for sustainable governance requires integrating
political, economic, social, and security factors.
A primary concern is that certain judicial policies
aimed at combating corruption and recovering
illicit assets remain overly dependent on political
and security considerations, thereby neglecting
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on doctrinal legal analysis to examine anti-corruption frameworks and asset
recovery mechanisms. The analysis prioritizes international conventions (e.g.
UNCAC) and anti-corruption institutions, whose standards inform domestic
legal harmonization globally. International coordination has institutionalized
more robust anti-corruption regimes. At the national level, key interventions
include: 1) strengthening interagency cooperation, ii) enhanced prosecution
protocols, and iii) transparency mechanisms (e.g. national corruption reports).
The study addresses two core questions: 1) What are the general policies for
preventing and combating corruption in Iran's legal system? 2) How does Iran’s
framework operationalize illicit asset recovery? Iran’s legal system codifies
these priorities under the Supreme Leader’s Five-Year Judicial Policies (Clause
3), emphasizing prevention, interagency collaboration, and asset recovery as
foundational principles. This approach reflects global best practices, evidenced
by comparative legal adoption.
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[Extended Abstract]

Effective policymaking in the judicial domain aimed at achieving the objectives
of sustainable development necessitates a comprehensive integration of
political, economic, social, and security considerations. In the context of Iran’s
constitutional governance, Clause 15 of the General State Policies emphasizes
the imperative of establishing robust institutional mechanisms that leverage
the full capacities of the judiciary and other branches of government to combat
crime and corruption. This strategic priority reflects a longstanding national
commitment, dating back to the Constitutional Revolution, to institutionalize
anti-corruption as a fundamental state function. Particular attention is directed
at combating grand corruption through structured national and transnational
mechanisms.

Notwithstanding this normative emphasis, a significant concern remains:
many of the judiciary's anti-corruption and asset recovery policies are heavily
influenced by securitized and politically-driven frameworks, often at the
expense of addressing the underlying human and social drivers of corruption.
This overreliance on security imperatives risks marginalizing the sociolegal
dimensions necessary for comprehensive and effective judicial reform. In the
context of globalization and rapid technological advancement - specifically the
virtual transfer of capital and the obsolescence of traditional physical borders
- the capacity of offenders to evade legal jurisdiction, obscure illicit proceeds,
and exploit safe havens has dramatically expanded. As a result, corruption is no
longer a purely national concern but has emerged as a transnational challenge
that demands coordinated judicial and legislative responses.

To address these evolving threats, Iran’s General State Policies have
increasingly incorporated international standards and multilateral cooperation
mechanisms. These include aligning domestic legal frameworks with global
conventions, such as the United Nations Convention against Corruption
(UNCAC), and participation in international anti-corruption forums like the
Financial Action Task Force (FATF). This paradigm shift has elevated the
anti-corruption agenda to a supernormative status within Iran’s legal system,
rendering it an integral part of constitutional jurisprudence. Asset recovery -
both preventive and punitive - has thus moved beyond the realm of ordinary
administrative law into a domain of higher legal obligation akin to jus cogens.

This study adopts a doctrinal legal methodology supported by comparative
policy benchmarking to examine Iran’s anti-corruption and asset recovery
framework. It focuses on two primary research questions: (1) How does Iran’s
legal system define and implement its general anti-corruption policies? and (2)
What legal and institutional mechanisms regulate the recovery of illicit assets?
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To answer these questions, the research draws on a wide range of sources,
including judicial rulings, governmental policy documents, and international
best practices.

At the international level, the study underscores the importance of Iran’s
engagement with multilateral anti-corruption mechanisms. These include
the implementation of mutual legal assistance treaties, international asset-
tracing protocols, and adherence to transparency standards endorsed by global
institutions such as the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC).
Nationally, Iran has undertaken key reforms such as the formation of interagency
task forces for high-level prosecutions, the establishment of mandatory asset
disclosure systems, and the publication of annual transparency reports to assess
progress in combating corruption.

Within this framework, the Five-Year Judicial Policies, particularly Clause
3, are of pivotal importance. This clause mandates proactive crime and
corruption prevention strategies, institutionalized interagency cooperation, and
the obligatory restitution of unlawfully acquired assets. These directives serve
as legal and operational cornerstones, reaffirming the necessity of system-wide
coordination to uphold judicial integrity. Furthermore, the codification of asset
recovery as a state obligation reflects the legal rationality underpinning this
approach and aligns Iran’s practices with internationally recognized norms,
such as those articulated in the U.K. Bribery Act and the U.S. Foreign Corrupt
Practices Act.

In conclusion, Iran’s judicial policies on corruption prevention and asset
recovery - when assessed within a constitutional and international framework
- reveal a commitment to harmonizing national priorities with global legal
standards. However, the ongoing challenge remains to balance political and
security imperatives with inclusive, transparent, and sociolegally grounded
policy implementation. Achieving this equilibrium is essential for promoting
rule-of-law-based governance and sustainable justice.
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