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ABSTRACT

Due to the need to update the regulations
of the countries, in 2012, the legislator
introduced the new institution of electronic
monitoring in Article 62 of the Islamic Penal
Code into the criminal justice system of Iran.
Imprisonment strives to achieve the goals
of punishments, including prevention of
recidivism. Electronic monitoring is a set of
processes that are applied by the competent
judicial authority in order to control and
the availability of users in the environment
outside the prison using electronic equipment
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through electronic binding. In this article, its
structural-executive challenges have been
pointed out by descriptive and analytical
methods and by using interviews with the
agents of this space. Existence of structural
challenges, including ambiguity in the issuing
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authority for monitoring electronic systems and decision-making quality,
and implementation challenges, including the lack of transparency in the
operation of the mentioned equipment, as well as the lack of clarity in
the concept of monitoring officers and overlapping duties with judicial
officers, the high costs of producing these equipments, and as a result
The security deposit for the users of these systems is mentioned in order
to guarantee compensation, the possibility of violating the court decision
regarding the said decision and also the lack of guarantee of correct
implementation.

Keywords: Electronic monitoring/ electronic equipment/ Electronic
bracelet/ Alternative to imprisonment/ Parole.
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Extended Abstract]

In accordance with international standards, the rehabilitation of
offenders and their successful reintegration into society is a fundamental
objective of criminal justice. Reducing recidivism directly correlates
with a decrease in victimization, enhanced community safety, and lower
criminal justice costs.

Consequently, the primary aim of contemporary criminal justice
systems is not merely to suppress criminal behavior but to facilitate
successful social reintegration. Accordingly, criminal penalties now
encompass not only imprisonment but also alternatives to incarceration.
To achieve this goal, criminal justice systems must develop and
implement effective programs that prevent recidivism and break the
cycle of rehabilitation failure. In this context, legislative perspectives
have shifted towards the establishment and application of leniency
institutions, as articulated in Article 62 of the Islamic Penal Code. One
such institution is electronic monitoring, which serves as an effective
means of rehabilitating offenders by encouraging lifestyle changes and
enabling them to remain within their local communities alongside their
families. This approach not only compensates for the harm caused by
their criminal acts but also fosters positive contributions to society. The
adoption of enforcement measures outside the formal prison environment
enhances offenders' sense of responsibility, commitment, and social
belonging, thereby facilitating reintegration into society.

Electronic monitoring involves continuous or periodic supervision
of individuals through electronic tools and equipment. Monitoring
units oversee individuals in real-time, and any violations of stipulated
obligations are reported by supervising officers to the disciplinary board
of the prison or the relevant judicial authority for appropriate action.
Acting as a substitute for incarceration, electronic monitoring can also
complement prison sentences. Research indicates that recidivism rates
among individuals benefiting from electronic monitoring are significantly
lower, and these individuals often perceive the system as invaluable,
as it allows them to maintain employment and improve familial
relationships. There is substantial evidence that electronic monitoring
expands the network for offender rehabilitation. Prisons have historically
failed to effectively reform offenders, often exacerbating their moral,
economic, social, and psychological challenges rather than alleviating
them. The goals of incarceration - such as successful reintegration and
recidivism prevention -have largely been unmet. The consequences of
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imprisonment include inmate overcrowding and an alarming increase in
the prison population. Conversely, electronic monitoring mitigates the
adverse economic, social, moral, and psychological effects of extensive
imprisonment while achieving the objectives of punishment, including the
reform and rehabilitation of offenders, thereby reducing and controlling
criminal behavior.

Individuals under electronic monitoring remain connected to society,
which helps counteract the negative influences of prison on their thoughts
and behaviors. This connection is crucial for rehabilitation, as it maintains
emotional ties with families and alleviates prison overcrowding - factors
that significantly influence the judicial system's inclination towards
electronic monitoring. The system employs advanced technology,
including electronic devices specifically designed for the supervision of
monitored individuals. One prominent device is the electronic bracelet,
which uses GPS to determine the precise location of the individual,
transmitting signals to relevant monitoring authorities within the prison
and supervision centers. This paper employs descriptive and analytical
methods, including interviews with key stakeholders in the field, to
highlight the structural and operational challenges inherent in the
implementation of electronic monitoring systems. Structural challenges
include ambiguities regarding the authority responsible for issuing
electronic monitoring directives and the quality of these decisions.
Operational challenges encompass unclear functioning of the monitoring
equipment, ambiguity surrounding the roles of supervisory officers,
overlaps in responsibilities with judicial authorities, high production costs
of monitoring devices that lead to increased bail amounts, and potential
deviations from definitive court opinions regarding such measures.
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