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Abstract

Islamic era architecture, due to the concepts governing it, is considered a field of man-made
experiences. This architecture plays its role through the power of perception in people’s minds.
Also, the understanding and perception of architecture are rooted in external and internal senses
that shape different levels of concepts in people’s minds. Therefore, examining the perceptual
levels and understanding the concepts used in the brick decorations of Dezful is a reason for the
formation of the desired patterns in them. Furthermore, the valuable historical background of this
city is considered the necessity of this research.

The goal of this research is to examine the meaning and conceptualization of decorative patterns
on the mind. This goal is explained through a combination of quantitative and qualitative methods
and the examination of samples. The study samples include the decorative patterns of Qajar houses
in Dezful. In these samples, different conceptual aspects of their brick decorations are studied
from the perspective of experts. Based on this, the results show a relationship between human
perception and brick patterns, which can be examined through meaning. Also, the perception of
Khoon-Chini decorations is influenced by the mental faculties of the Islamic era architect and the
ideas governing society. In such a way that these decorations are a manifestation of the architect’s
ideas. These decorations are a manifestation of the architect’s ideas in adaptation to Khoon-
Chini patterns, each of which appears at external and internal levels. Therefore, quantitative and
qualitative analyses show that decorative groups in the categories of religious and belief-based,
combined, and plant-based have had the most impact on concepts. On the other hand, geometric
and technical categories have less impact.

Keywords: Human perception, meaning of decorative patterns, brick Khoon-Chini, Qajar houses,
Dezful architecture.
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