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Architectural Complexes Built Based on the Jelo-khan Pattern
During the Timurid, Shaybanid, and Ashtarkhanid Uzbek
Eras (Case Studies: Sultan Sa’adat, Anau, and Chahar Bakr)

Shahin Gorkani Dashteh”

Abstract

Jelo-khan refers to a wide area in front of the entrance of buildings, and its use was very
widespread from the Safavid era to the contemporary period. However, the formation
and evolution of the Jelo-khan pattern cannot be limited solely to this period. This is
because the evidence and remaining examples from the Timurid era indicate the presence
of this pattern in the architecture of that period as well. Following the Jelo-khan pattern
in the construction of architectural complexes in the regions of Transoxiana and Greater
Khorasan after the Timurid period continued in the Shaybanid and Ashtarkhanid eras.
This indicates the importance of the mentioned pattern in the design of architectural
complexes in this geographical region and historical period. This research aims to explain
the roots of the formation of this form of complex building, which has had an effective
presence in Iranian architecture, by examining early examples as well as two prominent
examples belonging to the Timurid era (Sultan Sa’adat and Anau complexes) and one
example belonging to the Shaybanid period (Chahar Bakr complex), as well as other later
examples in this geographical region. The questions that the present research seeks to
answer are: What were the roots of the formation of Jelo-khan complexes in the regions of
Transoxiana and Greater Khorasan during the Timurid and Shaybanid and Ashtarkhanid
Uzbek eras? Based on the developments of Jelo-khan complexes in three eras: Timurid,
Shaybanid, and Ashtarkhanid, into how many groups can these complexes be categorized
in terms of the arrangement of buildings? This research has been conducted with an
analytical-historical approach. The results indicate that Jelo-khan complexes can be
divided into two main categories in terms of the arrangement of buildings: Qash-style
Jelo-khan and Joft-style Jelo-khan. The roots of Qash-style Jelo-khans can be attributed
to the Qash-building of two structures, which has a long history in the Transoxiana region.
The root of Joft-style Jelo-khans can also be considered the result of buildings receding
from the row of other buildings along passages in order to enhance the sense of invitation.

Keywords: Timurids, Shaybanids, Ashtarkhanids, Architectural complexes, Jelo-khan.
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