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A research on The symbolic origin of cypress and vase
motifs in the contemporary backrests of the Sangsar tribe

Zari Panahi® Naser sadati” Hossein Kamandlou™”

Abstract

Carpet weaving in the Sangsar region has a long history due to the nomadic lifestyle.
Among the Sangsar weavers, small-scale carpets with various animal and plant motifs
are woven, called Backrest or Pushti. The patterns woven on Pushti are generally derived
from urban elements and decorations, including cypress, vase, altar, deer, antelope or
bird. The research question is what kind of combinations of these motifs do the weavers
of the Sangsar’s tribe perform on Pushti? Furthermore, which region or historical period
is the symbolic origin of the patterns on the Sangsar tribe>s Pushti? This research was
conducted in a descriptive-analytical method, through field and documentary study. Its
aim is to achieve the origin of the patterns on the Sangsar’s Pushti. The findings indicate
that the main pattern of this pattern is a vase and generally three vases are woven in
the text, but the number and size of the cypresses vary, and the rest of the patterns are
considered lateral and increase or decrease in proportion. The first appearance of the
cypress and the vase was observed in an Assyrian relief, which was later used in various
arts during the Achaemenid period and after Islam in various arts, especially carpets in
the Safavid period. The deer and pazen motifs are also visible in works found in Elam,
Amlash, Hassanloo, Zivyeh, Lorestan, Kelardasht, Scythian and Achaemenid arts. The
animal motif pattern next to the tree of life is seen in handicrafts from the Sumerian
civilization to the Qajar era. It is very unlikely that the nomadic and rural weavers of
Sangsar had access to these patterns, and it is likely that these motifs became popular in
their weavings under the influence of urban areas such as Isfahan, Kashan or Kerman.
It is also possible that the nomadic and rural weavers living in these areas saw the
original pattern, especially the deer and ram motif, in their own areas or in the forests of
Mazandaran province and ordered them from the designers of the mentioned urban areas.

Keywords: Sangsar tribe, Contemporary, Backrest motifs, Vase, Cypress

" Department of Art Research, Faculty of Art, Semnan University, Semnan, Iran. panahizari@gmail.com
™ Assistant Professor, Department of Handicrafts, Faculty of Art, Semnan University, Semnan, Iran (Corresponding
Author). N _sadati@semnan.ac.ir

Kamandlou: Faculty Member, Department of Carpet, Faculty of Art, Semnan University, Semnan, iran.

h.kamandlouw@semnan.ac.ir



