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Abstract

Throughout history, historical architectural works have been maintained, changed in
use, expanded spatially, and had architectural elements added. These interventions and
additions contribute to the dynamic nature of a structure. However, dealing with these
additions, whether through familiarization, complementary conservation, or occupation
of the constituent elements, can be a complex process. Proper actions in conservation,
stabilization or destruction require an understanding of the reasons behind the existence
of each layer, which could provide the basis for essential actions. This research aims to
examine the formation of historical layers over time. It seeks to address questions such
as the role of historical layers in conservation decisions and the process of a building’s
evolution. This study is classified as applied and developmental research, utilizing a
combination of strategies and research methods. It will be a qualitative research study
based on a case study approach, utilizing archival documents, fieldwork, and library
resources, and documentary data collection. The study will place a particular emphasis
on conducting field observations. The Pir Bakran building has been chosen as an
important architectural feature to illustrate the path towards understanding buildings
with multiple historical layers. It heavily relies on the research method based on
case samples and data analysis. Ultimately, this research emphasizes the importance
of a comprehensive understanding of historical structures and their different aspects
throughout the conservation process. This includes accurate knowledge of the work’s
existence, nature, and the recognition of all historical layers and the reasons behind their
creation as the work has developed and evolved over time. Such understanding forms
the foundation for effective and proper conservation.
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Introduction

The 11 article of the Venice charter suggests that the valid contributions of all periods
to the building of a monument must be respected, since unity of style is not the aim of
a restoration. When a building includes the superimposed work of different periods, the
revealing of the underlying state can only be justified in exceptional circumstances and
when what is removed is of little interest and the material which is brought to light is
of great historical, archaeological or aesthetic value, and its state of preservation good
enough to justify the action. Evaluation of the importance of the elements involved
and the decision as to what may be destroyed cannot rest solely on the individual in
charge of the work. So, it would appear that the exceptions allow for intervention in the
structure and the removal of layers, especially extensions. But there is a question: what
feature of that particular layer enables intervention?

However, many theorists argue that the presence of historical layers within a
structure affects its authenticity, particularly in light of the fact that material integrity
is taken into account when determining the historical accuracy of a work The Nara
document (1994) of course, this issue is related to various perceptions and the gradual
emergence of the notion of authenticity. The Nara document (ICOMOS, 1994) brought
up a never-before-discussed issue: the varying perspectives on authenticity across
different cultures. Effective conservation calls for the accurate reading of historical
layers in valuable buildings and an understanding of the factors that led to the formation
of additional layers in various eras. The research’s central premise is that historical
layers are intentionally created over time.

The hypothesis of thisresearch is “creation ofhistorical layers over time is purposeful”.
The research questions include: What role do historical layers play in historical decision-
making? How does the process of building evolution occur? What are the reasons for
the formation of historical layers in a building? Will be. The historical monument of Pir
Bakran was the subject of a case study that was looked into in order to comprehensively
and deeply clarify the topic, content and understanding of the phenomenon within the
context. Due to this monument’s historical feature, varied uses throughout its history, and
multiple significant historical layers with various causes for formation, it has received
discussion that hasn’t been done before. It will be a qualitative research based on a case
study approach, utilizing archive documents, fieldwork, and library and documentary
data collection, with a particular emphasis on field observations. The so-called process
that should be followed in order to understand the building with different historical

layers is indicated by an examination of the case study’s outputs.

Identified Traces
Over time, conservation theories from the 20th century have revealed the various facets
of authenticity. These studies have demonstrated that throughout its history, authenticity

has been a variable and relative concept. Theoretically, the approach to the idea of
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authenticity in charters and documents has significant implications for conservation and
interventions, particularly when choices are made regarding the conservation or removal
of historical layers. It has been looked over and read again to come to a conclusion about
the historical layers. The emphasis was laid on the necessity to respect and maintain the
authenticity of historic monuments as well as to safeguard them an appropriate use “no
less as works of art then as historical evidence”. These aspects, in fact. From the essence
of the theories of conservation, the questions around which debates had been going on
for more than a century, and where opinions had often been divided (Jokilehto, 2005:
422).

Because the building’s historical eras reveal the history of the monument and provide
tangible and intangible proof of the decisions made during its lifespan, entire portions of
the evidence should be preserved. Conservation of historical evidence is crucial because
loss shouldn’t happen as a result of preservation since a monument’s history can be
viewed as a component of its value. The responsibility for safeguarding the historical
layer, which implies the building’s life, survival, and durability, rests with the decision-
makers. Buildings’ historical layers all work together to create a cohesive whole and
give it consistency. In fact, every layer is a historical record of its time and shouldn’t
be altered, moved, or removed during the intervention. The originality of a building’s
overall design is also reflected in the originality of the building’s component parts or

historical layers.

Conclusion

Based on the research, which included details and changes identified in the Pir Bakran
tomb’s architectural elements of and specific categories, determining the exact date of
extension and added decorations with using inscriptions, old photographs, archaeological
findings and architectural evidence, it determines that the Pir Bakran tomb has different
and numerous historical periods, which makes it particularly complicated. This
building’s construction began with a small adobe room, which was later joined by a
lofty three-story structure, and due to political, religious and geological developments,
decorative and structural elements with different periods are added to it. Some of
the extensions were created while completing the Pir Bakran tomb and related to the
construction period of the building. The expansion and additional elements of these
periods, such as the additional belt, the southeast entrance, etc. shows the structural
and decorative evolution of the building. In fact, a historical monument is the result of
the combination of various historical layers that have formed over time and blended
together. These layers have experienced ups and downs and, at times, have become
intertwined, ultimately reaching us in their present state. Therefore, the removal and
cleaning of these extensions would be against preservation principles. It has actually
been necessary to conserve some of the Pir Bakran building’s historical layers, so it

would seem necessary to maintain the structure’s integrity.
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Observation Contribution

This research offers crucial insights on the establishment and evolution of historical
layers across time through in-depth on-site observations and documentation of the Pir
Bakran historical mansion. The thorough fieldwork undertaken for this study provides
a first-hand understanding of the many spatial and physical changes the building has
seen over time. The building’s historical periods and the reasons behind each layer of
additions or modifications have been identified thanks to the thorough documentation
and examination of its current and former conditions, material composition, structural
elements, architectural details and etc.

This fine level of observation has revealed the factors, construction techniques, and
use patterns that shaped the building’s transition; these details are often obscured in
historical texts, records, and documents. The Pir Bakran mansion is now better understood
as a dynamic, living monument rather than a static historical artifact thanks to this
multimodal observational technique. The comprehensive field observations and on-site
documentation included in this study highlight the need of doing in-depth, contextual
analyses of historical buildings, which adds to the conversation. The knowledge gathered
from this study can help develop more focused and adaptable preservation plans that
take into consideration how historically significant buildings change over time and their

intricate relationships to the local environment and community.
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Fig. 2: The evolution of the perception of authenticity throughout history (Authors, 2022).
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Fig. 3: The Historical Periodization of Herzfeld Pertaining to the Pirbekran (http://collections.si.edu.)
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Fig. 4: The Historical Periodization of Godard Pertaining to the Pirbekran (Godard et al., 1996).

AORFY eglojl) sloal At 13 S yy clos (Bl (sy93:0 rgad
Fig. 5: The historical chronology of the Pir Bekran in the ISMEO map (ISMEO, 1996)
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Fig. 6: The historical chronology of the Pir Bekran in the IsSMEO map (IsMEO, 1972).
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Fig. 7: The Historical Periodization of Schrioder Pertaining to the Pirbekran (Giovanni, 1998).
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Fig. 9. Towers (Authors, 2022).
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Fig. 12: The Location of the Additional Belt (Authors, 2022).
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Fig. 13: Schematic Representation of the Wall Rotation & the Response of Additional Tower and Belt. 1- The
Rotation Position of the Wall, 2- The Force of the Tower on the Damaged Part, 3- Additional Belt to Prevent the
Building From Further Rotating (Authors, 2016).

23 e ol (s34 ol (5ol 893 gl o plaie ) Sctingiy ol g iy poglias (o
S VLaxs] aS asly 3929 (51 5 £32) (585 9 (F5Same (B OhSe yup ylos BlbI ) a5
)les EyL olejen (oo Shbl wbign g Lalo) glyiea ) (o83 g (SoSome 3l (12
by g Oylos plaiblos )3 e yusti )z g2l 0 a2 LIl el 00,8 (128 OS6 1o
Slllhe oyb 51 a8 Slae 5 Sliwl dalllas J1oSG 50 a8 pauseis 5 owlids ol  JyoSS
Aoloss  Sledib g a5 gladads s ™ wlia bl glaalS sloul eo oo (Slive
39 iegis ool Blaal au gewl (liwly ;o sdelecwdds zolis sdelcawsd wlisy ¢ g)loxe

el s 51,) el



| Yvy | ohlSed g ghdw S olhosyS

Wadyle 5185, g Jlod gy G2y 5| GBI Sl (slbdine; &2 d 45 (W]
25 Gl 9 i 55593 3929 5 S92 90 als s 5 (V5 910 ypglat) (o yslias (oupy
398 31 IS5 )5 Al o 13 S g yles S olsal (ot 9 (B dae> claylsd
15 dgees o 3 ol by el 51y sl does Ao S 5 5 gy Sy ol B o6l
b 48 Gagmo Coshy 5l b &S 290l pasall 5 (Sasg, 5l saaled Glaud (e el
y ool slacSy Judo o Slae (sl sy g 0 0000 3 0950 Jlad (goleite ¢yl
Bt e 48 1S 58 | Jlesnl ol (jeleS wledbl e s L (ot 5 (Bt e
Cogby 33U 9 0L 0y Lo (2l )3 s pae (o p) S (nns o ohSe pp les
Bt A 5395250 SLaSH 90 5 Cpning )3 ot BT AbL 03)8 ot (9350
Sl g oyl 31 i a5 0090 bhuwgio oS £ 95 31 i (ol halls L cawl dgpcine olS Lo
Cansdy 03)55 S5 (150 €S> 5 i ol e 5 Lo (SBs sLaid )3 Gues LSy
1l (S8 s lySis o Syl 43 o BB iyl (580 Ty Loy s -l Ll
Ol Stngsy (gouw 3l oadrahl slaganoysd o Ly (slaansS o oliwl L g o990 (o)lpe

ol ydolSal £330
115 oo 6338y eyal 5 ete Ay 31 (S i by il 8 415 31 g Ll
5 58l Glaablsl S5 L 500 (loygs )0 aS sl Sy sl o5 (sliad 53 392 50 Byl

olitusl )85 oLt sl aB 58 L8895 ((syte So5) (5285 i sopp @S
elas] go)li Slojed ,S5Lis g (o, SIIDT) (ol (D95 5 (120 bygaw ALV L]) s Las 5
ol daze b5l LB & lato |y o)lil 15 )0 (epaB d¥ (g el 55T 81l g Sy e
Sppr Slyoo s olil Lo gyl 393 g0 (sLmtstS ololys 5 515 a e AA JLao s 0]y
S shl oyl el (YD 50 pabig) Ceusl 03900 p3Lel eI L Vo¥ (sl JLos oyt
b ol e Ao 0193 3l s e 9 £y (Siin Plhoxe pslome 63999 LS )2) L (B
355 bl Sl yrmms o oo A3l (L5 olibtases Loer clas b Ly oyt g sleil s
sl b3 02y (Bl ainyeS 5l 631 o)l ol Syl o )2 4S5 A0 0 LS (9B
a2 5L ol peie s 35 (Bl aiyeS (1315 les 5 o)l ol Lalad g0 (st 5]
P50 9 5 Jolos 5l (St alsis ) 35mo cagby 3929 51 10 a8 lenl )1 5] cie oy
Tamds ) ohSG yo ylas jo conid g 989 gyl lo o cowl 00 loul o ywo) il 5o

gl Cumiio . 3.2V Jlw

ol 5l cBlis o W windu plSociwl Cga (Slod] di s sl (&
oty Lo (sl (pso Lo 59 9 L (Jd (5o 50 )l Comiis b oy o0 plasey
L} Lu c.a_{).& 9 R Conmnidd u)b)_?L;o (Cdas g ) (ST 9 o.,\.wc)L‘> p—s’lﬁ cedls )l CyE g
L Jgl dil damilsnl L (WL o (asd s (532 U1 058 o0 oo 5 Jlsd (b2
3L (55Lad oy 9 59l (S lie 2929 iy (i ao Lo Jolod ol Sgpin YolS
ot A 0 (S o Eel 1 sl oy Lo €S> 100,800 525 (0S5 ol dees
4o Comd b gLl 0929 L a2l 10 LS Gas 9 o 45 glesgSey 00,5 o L
3 Sl soliteds OlSo o el ey Lgte sy oo plisay ol y2e8 (Bt a5
@ydlio 093 blas pluBl ST 10 (g0 Do NolS Byl iSw j0 A jland pieg o
Slas canl (BWL ancaiy liody  Blodl iinpeS (2 8lgys tailes o (Sl diyeS Glusl 4



IR QWUHMJLmeS)MHM)\.;w\mo\m\eo\ﬂ\\u” YV ||

(ool uf\..m)sc:;l)m sliwl 3She) LS 3.3.,]9)& S lan g oyuio slind yioles VY gl
Fig. 14: Tomb Space and the Additional Wall (Isfahan Cultural Heritage Document Center).
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Fig. 15: The Persistence of the Crack on the Exterior of Muhammad Ibn Bakran’s is Evident in the Internal
Perspective of the Eastern Elevation. (Herzfeld, 1923).
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Fig. 16: Cracks in the inner east Elevation of the Pir Bekran Tomb and the Forward Displacement of the Upper
Part of the Porch (Isfahan Cultural Heritage Archive Center, Map No. B7316).
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Fig. 17: A Deep Crack in the Upper Part of the Inner East Elevation (Authors, 2016).
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Fig. 18: The Forward Movement of the Building on the East Facade of the Pir Bakran (Isfahan Cultural Heritage
Archive Center, Map No. B267).
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Fig. 19: The Movement of the Eastern minaret due to Settlement and Forward Movement of the Building has
caused Cracks and Twists in the Additional Elements of the Vestibule and the Large Altar.
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Fig. 20: The Cracks Created in the Additional Elements of the Building (Vestibule & Great Altar) (Authors, 2016).



| yvy |

ohlSed g ghdw S losyS

L(V¥e) ‘Olf.\.?)&) u‘)su).._; dlﬁg).} liseo dlba)5.> :) (Jj'\-"
Tab. 1: Different Periods in Pirbakran Historical Building (Authors, 2022).
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