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Abstract

The diversity of pottery and tile production occasionally includes new and unconventional applications. The
use of large tile pieces as tabletop surfaces can be considered one such example. An octagonal tabletop tile
preserved in the Kashan National Museum, attributed to the Qajar era, is the focus of this study. This research
seeks to provide a more comprehensive understanding of this tile by examining its visual features, historical
data on similar Qajar-era examples, and pottery production from the last century, supported by evidence and
documentation. This study, conducted using a historical-analytical method, employed both library and field
studies for data collection. The repeated insctiption of the phrase “Sanaye Ghadimeh” (Ancient Crafts) in
the corner medallions used in the decoration of this tile setves as the key to determining its period and place
of production. By examining this inscription in other tile productions, we identified examples from the
Pahlavi era, all of which were products of the Sanaye Ghadimeh Tile Workshop. Some tiles from this
workshop were custom-made for the royal court and government offices. The results of the study indicate
that this tabletop tile is among the ceramic productions of the Pahlavi era from the Sanaye Ghadimeh Tile
Workshop, which has been misattributed to the Qajar era due to its visual similarity to some underglaze
ceramic productions of that period.
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Introduction

This study aims to examine and identify a small segment of ceramic production in Iran by focusing on a case
study of a tile attributed to the Qajar era, preserved in the National Museum of Kashan. The study endeavors
to enhance knowledge about this artifact by presenting supporting evidence and documentation.

Materials and Methods

This research employs a historical-analytical method, utilizing library studies (reviewing written sources,
online databases, and National Archive documents) and field methods (interviews, observations, and
photography) for data collection.

Results and Discussion

The Tabletop Tile of National Museum of Kashan

The octagonal tabletop tile, registered under number 1580, is presented as a Qajar-era artifact based on the
National Museum of Kashan's records. Made of stone-paste and executed using the underglaze technique, it
features white, green, yellow, cobalt blue, and brown decorations. In the adjacent corner medallions along
the border, the phrase "Sanaye Ghadimeh" is symmetrically repeated, filling the space. In the design formed
by the connection of these inscriptions, a four-petal flower is depicted (Figures 1-3).

Figure 1. Tabletop tile, Diameter: 59, Figure 2. Linear design of ~ Figure 3. Details of the octagonal tile of

Thickness: 2.7 cm, Accession Number:  one-quarter of the tile pattern  the National Museum of Kashan with the
1580, National Museum of Kashan in Figure (1) repetition of the phrase
(Abbas Akbari, 2024) "Sanaye Ghadimeh"

The Inscription “SanayeGhadimeh”

The phrase "Sanaye Ghadimeh" appears on a reverse-painted glass painting by Hossein Taherzadeh Behzad,
preserved in the National Museum of Arts, located above the entrance to the current National Museum of
Arts, and on the mortar backing tiles near the museum's entrance. Several tiles embossed with the mark
"Sanaye Ghadimeh" on their reverse have been recovered from the Masoudiya Mansion. Additionally, the
phrase "Sanaye Ghadimeh 1314" is inscribed on the outer facade of the Civil Registry Organization building
in Tehran's Mashq Square (Meidan-e Mashgh) (MirzaeiMehr, 2022, p. 134). This phrase, found on the tiles
under discussion, refers to a school-turned-workshop complex from the Pahlavi era that was involved in tile-
making.

Sanaye Ghadimeh Tile Workshop

The tile-making workshop of this school, which began operating around 1310-1312 SH (1931-1933), ceased
its activities in 1324 SH (1945) but it resumed after several years. The primaty products of the workshop
included monochrome and seven-color tiles.

Conclusion

Based on available evidence, high-quality workshop productions and exemplary works of the Sanaye
Ghadimeh Art School students were transferred to the National Museum of Arts. The National Museum of
Kashan, being a later-established museum, likely acquired some of its holdings, including the discussed
tabletop tile, from the National Museum of Arts. In response to the research question, it is concluded that
this tabletop tile, associated with "Sanaye Ghadimeh", is among the ceramic productions of the Pahlavi era
from the Sanaye Ghadimeh Tile Workshop in Tehran. Due to its visual resemblance to Qajar ceramic
productions, it has been mistakenly attributed to an incorrect time period.

Journal of Islamic Crafts, 2024; 8 (2) | 210


http://dx.doi.org/10.61186/jic.8.2.358
http://jih-tabriziau.ir/article-1-358-fa.html

[ Downloaded from jih-tabriziau.ir on 2025-08-09 ]

[ DOI: 10.61186/jic.8.2.358 ]

VAATYE () AT oMl olio (slajin

SWI St

T d | DOL hitp://dx.doi.org/10.61186/jic.8.2.358

-
¥

5209y 8 Mg e g oloj bl (o 2
oW (o 590 ;5 Botome

_ . -
TS Jadllgl e g Gguwge Slsbe dud]
I SIS LB Bl i g (5 fans 038l yin e ldllns 05,8 oDl (sl (6,55 (sgerisly )
IS BI85 i g (5 o 01l trlios o5 ol ¥

S ATAL PR VYINY cedlps &b

LXVOCS

1 00liasl 395 o olyad Lol (£l Jpama st 9 135 (B3 b (83lgo 15 b8 5 Jliw iy g5
GBS Cid Siiog) (IS Dy Silge (nl il (S e ]y oo dorio lyiedr (IS5 lilad
ol )5 )8 ol gy ax 633 )90 (sl 0l gt 8 59> 4y &S (LS (Lo 850 > g
wPs—aS 3 dgrge (Fuyli SleMbl s Il s el slo g as ansi Ll el (IO 5 il
ol b sy aledbl ¢ psl suw 5 Jlaw ol.\J93 ey O 9,8 8y 5 o awlie (cladiges
450 Sy U ol el J el gy (bl iy iled 5 elS bl g salgs D11 L Ty (81
llan 31 ety Pl b — 5,5 gy 20 45 5uis il > Sl 0 g5 e P 3 g e
Ogeuio g o8 455l cddllland yge (gim0gy (SIS .l 0 oolawl aodls 6)9‘5)5 Sy Sl g slabuls
F i 2 3 ol 655 5o ilowloiyes dloie sladiges 355 185,55 joi A8 s b ol
T 55 (3 ol )3 (5 B9 0,879 (5 Sl cig oo 013 2B 8,90 (5l (sl 28
limo? ojle 1S5 el 43,5 (gls 0,93 cpl BT diwd )3 s ot NIRN 59, cald )l
g bl A (5o 90395 (as WIS (IS ol (55 )0 &), 4 sla S o Canys
o5 )5 Joamme Slar 45 patbly o> (g5t 5190} oladiges 4 ¢S Slidgi w5 ud)
9 5Ly gl (iylaw jobody 5,8 pl gla sl 5l ity L0e desdd mlis degeme (g5l S
590 Jlw wladgi dlon 3l (g5u09) (—blS ! &7 M0 g0 LS (Bato0 gl WA oo Mgi (Jgo bl
g oy Spb ol el cals s 4 aS cowl 40 mlio (ojlw 8 o5 )5 soles
sl 4B 5 ely ool 0,8 5 olE Jlaw

S B3l
Wl o 8jg0 cs5lty Jlw cdantd mluo «(Sjaag) (5 (il S

abolfazlarabbeigi@gmail.com lilKe Jgtume™

©2024 by the Authours This article is an open access article disttibuted under the terms and conditions of the Creative Commons Attribution
NonCommercial 4.0 International (CC BY-NC 4.0 license)
https:/ / creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0



http://dx.doi.org/10.61186/jic.8.2.358
abolfazl.arabbeigi@gmail.com
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-2125-4590
https://orcid.org/0009-0000-8812-120X
http://dx.doi.org/10.61186/jic.8.2.337
http://dx.doi.org/10.61186/jic.8.2.358
http://jih-tabriziau.ir/article-1-358-fa.html

[ Downloaded from jih-tabriziau.ir on 2025-08-09 ]

[ DOI: 10.61186jic.8.2.358 ]

Aoddo .Y

lainl S5 ) & 158 Sl e it w5 b 01 g il (sl o (b 48,550 (slad
P2 93 ) 090 (ul (1 > Lgire (Sjungy (A A B YISy (S jh Sl e Lty Cuslio 4y a5 (LS Lo 890 Ao
IS olils (o bjg0 (8 leMbl i3 § )18 paes (gliles (Byme 0 VYAV b5 U Cudigud)l 0l 5 osSCuiin
e S5 Ml oyl sy 55 o _bymn polen Bygd g7 |y Sa3 5l g0 5 o B934 (3leie |y pFcuin sl 3
2 Jlo Wy | (Sorss (i lolid g adlas Baa b Bl (gl Cunsd S 90 n Bl Ay pogad )3 (650
S Shy 4 a2y LTS oo B g ailayy LB o B0 )3 Lginee JlaB 893 4 i (I (6390 dallas 4y
B S 5 Jlbwo g oy e 528 5,90 51 o o (gladigni (oguad 3 dgege (Sl Ml 5 51 (o palls
P Siegy M ol il S0l gy (ol oy e 5ol oliasl g saled BTG 1) 31l b g ye loglas €]
il oSSBTy Ltmgsy ol plosl g0 o] leMbl o jli @90 50

ol i 3 (503 Sl 35 (ol clajzn | S8 sloigns o5 83 o (25 39290 (sl simgy sy
Ay oo ol Sldgs camwd (pl b)) Lol 58505 S Sladod dles . Wlodds | Byxe paire S &y g 13 (5148 do g3 50
2,8 0,lil 3)lge oyl 4y

(Seely joo (6 g (Sacunasid CELS g (Bpme) (S pop 2 delinld Alio )3 (V1) o) 4B 5 I 2LIS 120
(e ML (irog) (A ol 0ABEE (gl bz CELE 5 By & (o] slaaidla o S 8500
(oo Bl 0S5 gy (giaw LB el (glo IS5 D Alie 3 (V4 ) (S 03139598 jol g 030385 darg ¢ iz 0ol
b g0 o Calos b LU o0 3 |y (S3mg) (o35 0ol €t ST 5 Ly5iS0g 090 9 35298) ollow deope 3
relide Jloo (lgis b Glags Al 3 (Ve o) olael opplo iy (i ]y o il ey g @S58 )3 sy 1 i
29430y LB 8)s  (Gheg) (A pwy 4 B 0)> (Sealys (slajis slao KB lge Jlisle 5 gy
el 03505 35 yo5 I gt (655 IS5 > S0 0l g s B 2 iz g T 09)F (il (g (ppaline

9225 S3L 1, loba gyl 5 Jlaw oisS (slagie (58 IS5 9 S5 K9 g ome polie 1 15T ol o s
B o5 sl 03903 gy B g (590 ¢ 905 (Sl e S (393 3 il 9 YL ST Sy (Mo g3 )3 ol i
Cawl 0358 jgy0 paire S a1y 500 ledl Bl g sl Bz 850 Sol o Dldgi I s g gl cpl Lol
oyl (gilaze A 3 gilwdnd bl Slo P lge b (ddlie 55 (2012) (Margaret Graves) jo,8 )5k
(The Aesthetics of Simulation: Architectural Mimicry on Medieval Ceramic Tabourets) € glauwg 9,8  Suol o
by 4y > Ologl 893 9 Ll )3 (B 89> (Sualpr slajen 9 oS o 2 dllons SUIF § 238 )y
The Case of the Ottoman ) «_jleis jo 585" laic Cov gldlis > (2010) (Oliver Watson) ygusly jodl sl
2 Slobio (2685 4 o gz B o (yeid g 038 ayp ) Ol 9109 8590 3 Lgiome (gjreg) S (Table
I Sozud i oljor b8 L &5 Wlodgs (sMho pIFLE )8 ok i b juo (g9 a3l g sl aBly Jlaie (glao)KS

ol Cud &y SIS o Big0 )3 Lgine (gjungy (S Silos ]l g i ip 3 il libe Biged ¢y )90 sl sing,

OR9F (gy Y

Byl saelol g 9o wlio gy ) (slibulS Slalllas jl by plodl Lo - (S )b gy 4 & Budos ol )
5 <l 05 03latol laodls (65913,5 (gl ((wlSe g oamliie cdlias) Sliwe bowss g (o)l o g Sl )3 ggcunss
& Lidgh oo (sla blS diged 5 Cal 645 135k ddgmms jlos 9 STl (glundS 5550 ¢ Lo (sl it 850 3 Jliwe ddlllas
o 015 o3l s 3o ) BlS” s Bjg0 8IS oy 59,5 b (6l o K]y isd 13 g Mol B

YAV VF-Y p g3 0)los piais Jlo (oDl sl (ol i


http://dx.doi.org/10.61186/jic.8.2.358
http://jih-tabriziau.ir/article-1-358-fa.html

[ Downloaded from jih-tabriziau.ir on 2025-08-09 ]

[ DOI: 10.61186/jic.8.2.358 ]

QU (o Bjge Siwagy il -V

P b 3oy A Sy e o (o 4 50 sy (osdiond a8 llius BT el o 8150 (500 50
B 3y90 4y bgyyo ¢ il Aol 13 0jge OleMbl &y sl b &8 3905 0,lsl VOA+ i 0lods 5 yio b O Jlad &y S Cuiin
P2l gy e gidyge el 353 5 et i St (slojiio 5550 A (S 85 BIS (ol ud 00 o
S ool 585 5 ool ¢ 3am 3y 13 45 W] o w1 S 1 (Ghunos (55 o i ol ST 3 (Y JS) 3 s )8
Loz 0y 4l 53 (G55 b S (ol (BT g heSS sl 9 ol 08 odlitl (6,02 Y Bigej b (2l S
o ooliti o 85 (el (slosd 5 5,52 Y )5 e s (Sl S Sl g 0 Ll 5 B ey Sl (Y USS)
S Sd 2 oRd g e (5B Sladiges 4 S35 ol S 5 ) g Siaojod il A6 By g9
sbad > cad 03,8 1) (S 019> SUad 5 00 YIS 5 b B Aoy Rl Sl ple 3 (S sty il glore
33 ol s sl IS ]y (YISE) o 035 o sl JS 52 3 s s ol il oo
Al 3 235 b VY S ol g0 & 4 bogyyo pB)l 2y 20 00 Blad O ooy ] (placiond
D9 o5 odmlie SIS Cudy (6,500 &by OA JL pinen g €ITYD U L VYYD S el el

U G AT L
Ll

A Sl e VS Ol plea S s b Y S 50 B ¢ gr09) (B LY JSW
Kaosdd oy e HI G L (beScuin (V) S5 sl VOA B ylass 3« yio il VIV scuolbus
G 5330 53 Lyions (-1 5T o) (2 e 8550

Figure 2. Linear design of one-quarter

Figure 3. Details of the octagonal tile of the tile pattern in Figure (1) Figure 1. Tabletop tile, Diameter: 59,

of the National Museum of Kashan Thickness: 2.7 cm, Accession Number:
with the repetition of the phrase 1580, National Museum of Kashan
"Sanaye Ghadimeh" (Abbas Akbari, 2024)
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Figure 4. (a) Monochromatic table, Middle centuries, Found in Bojnourd, North Khorasan, Height: 33.7
cm, Preserved in the Metropolitan Museum of Art, Accession number: 69.225 (Low Table or Stand,
n.d.). (b) Tabouret, Lustre pottery, Early 7th century AH/13th century, Height: 30.5 cm, Iran, Preserved
in the Philadelphia Museum of Art, Number: 1943-41-1 (Tabouret, n.d.)
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Figure 5. (a) Qajar tabletop, The story of Shaikh San’an and Christian girl, Preserved in the Islamic Art
Museum of Malaysia (Qajar Underglaze-Painted Table Top, 2019). (b) Qajar tabletop, Portrait of
Stepanos Aghanoor in the center of the work, Preserved in the Vank Church Museum. (c) Tabletop with
Slimi motif, Diameter: 58 cm, Preserved in the Ivory Hall of Golestan Palace (Makkinejad, 2022, p. 184)
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Figure 6. (a) Iznik tabletop tile, Underglaze painting, Diameter: Ca. 55.5, Thickness: 2.5 to 2.8 cm
(Watson, 2010, p. 5). (b) Side view of Ottoman table with tile top, Height: 48, Diameter: 63 cm, Victoria
and Albert Museum, Accession number: C.19-1987 (Table, n. d). (c) Octagonal tabletop tile, Underglaze
painting, Diameter: 39.69 cm, Ottoman period, Preserved in the Harvard Art Museum, Number: 1960.24

(Octagonal tile panel, n. d)
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Figure 7. Table with painting behind glass with the logo of Sanaye Ghadimeh, part of the details of the
work and registration of the title of Sanaye Ghadimeh, by Hossein Taherzadeh Behzad, 1309-1310 SH
(Abolfazl ArabBeigi, 2024)
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Figure 8. The name of the Sanaye Ghadimeh on part of the entrance to
Figure 9. View of the phrase "
Sanaye Ghadimeh " on the mortar
behind the tile after rotating the
image on the horizontal axis
(Abolfazl ArabBeigi, 2024)

the National Arts Museum and a close-up of this sign (Abolfazl
ArabBeigi, 2024)
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Figure 10. The back view of one of the

monochrome  tiles discovered in  the
Masoudieh Mansion (Farshad Moazzeni)

Figure 11. Details of the facade tiles of the historical
monument of the Civil Registration of Iran (MirzaeiMehr,
2022, p. 136)
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National Arts Department during the administration of ~ Figure 12. A picture of the professors and students of

Ali Katimi (middle person in the front row), 1324 SH Sanaye Ghadimeh School during the administration of

(RezaeiNabard, 2015, p. 112) Hossein Taherzadeh Behzad (seated on the right), Ali
Karimi (standing on the left), 1318 SH (RezaeiNabard,
2015, p. 112)
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