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Abstract

In Persian paintings it is possible to analyze the attists' interpretation of a literary text by investigating the illustrated
texts with the same concepts. In Khamse of Tahmasbi the painters created different meaning in the paintings. One of
them is the painting "Khostow’s portrait shown to Shirin by Shaput," created by Mirza Ali. The current tesearch aims
to identify the hidden layers of meaning within the aforementioned painting using iconological approach, and the data
is gathered through library and documentary resources, addressing the question of what hidden layers of meaning exist
in this painting? The results of this research indicate that this painting is visually unfaithful to the literary text of the
story. In this artwork, there is no depiction of joy, dancing, or the revelry of Shirin and her servants; instead, the faces
are portrayed with expressions of concern and surprise. Despite the text emphasizes on the absence of outsiders,
Mirza Ali has portrayed stranger (male) individuals (na-mahram) in the artwork, transforming the romantic and lyrical
atmosphere of the narrative into a dry, formal, and courtly setting. The painter, in light of the gradual onset of social
upheavals, injustices, and the oppression of rulers against the people in the realm of his province, as well as the courtly
corruption during the era of Shah Tahmasb Safavid, has transformed the romantic narrative into political and social
commentary relevant to the era of Shah Tahmasb Safavid, using visual elements such as the attire of individuals, men
with Taj Heydari hats, the working class and farmers, the royal palace, and the scheming behavior of courtiers to
convey implicit and indirect warnings to the king about the potential downfall of the monarchy if social turmoil
continues.
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