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Abstract

The right to protest, rooted in principles of freedom and self-determination, is
recognized within the Iranian legal system and Islamic tradition. However,
violations of legal norms or attempts to cause harm during protests are condemned.
A key requirement for addressing such actions is establishing liability for all
involved parties. Legal scholars and policymakers often overlook the interplay
between the responsibilities of government officials, the state as a whole, and
protesters or rioters in managing protests. If government officials bear responsibility
for excesses, omissions, escalating tensions, inciting protesters, or failing to prevent
destruction, a central question arises: how can their political, criminal, and civil
liabilities be precisely defined? This article focuses on the challenge of delineating
civil liability, exploring legal and jurisprudential frameworks to assess the feasibility
of holding officials accountable. It highlights principles such as "government as a
trust,” "systems jurisprudence," "contractual guarantee," "whoever benefits is
responsible," and "the manager is responsible” as bases for establishing liability,
particularly civil liability, in protest management. Additionally, it examines the role
of "provocation" in proving officials’ liability, drawing on jurisprudential concepts
like "prevailing power" and "conscience," and critiques the legislator’s stance by
linking "public anger" to "danger." The study adopts a descriptive-analytical
approach, relying on library sources.
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