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Abstract

Human rights rank among the symbols of liberal political thought.
However, the critical standards of the liberal perspective present an
individualistic and antagonistic image of human society. Levinas is a
thinker who critiques this aspect. From his viewpoint, human rights
derive their objective meaning from the face-to-face encounter with
the "other." Thus, an interesting similarity arises between the status
of human rights and the phenomenology of this encounter as
articulated by Levinas. The main question of this research is: how
does Levinas's justification for human rights differ from the liberal
approach? From this perspective, one of the most important starting
points is the reality that the image of the "other" is not described by a
common characteristic found in its social or superficial context.
Levinas's justification of human rights responds more convincingly
to the common objections that human rights promote individual
selfishness and an antagonistic model of society. Levinas defends
human rights as the rights of the "other,” not as rights based on
selfishness. The rights of the "other,” according to a non-state
condition, possess a kind of trans-territorial character and
independence within a political community. The research method is
descriptive-analytical.
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1. See: Roger Burggraeve, The Wisdom of Love in the Service of Love: Emmanuel Levinas on
Justice, Peace and Human Rights, trans. Jeffrey Bloechl (Milwaukee: Marquette University, 2002
[1985]); Robert Bernasconi, “Extra-Territoriality: Outside the State, Outside the Subject,” in
Levinas Studies: An Annual Review, vol. 3, ed. Jeffrey Bloechl, 61-77 (Pittsburgh: Duquesne
University Press, 2008); Stephen Minister, “From Perpetual Peace to the Face of the Other: A
Levinasian Reframing of Human Rights,” Philosophy in the Contemporary World 14, no. 2 (Fall
2007): 143-52.

2. See: Levinas, Emmanuel, “Reflections on the Philosophy of Hitlerism  ,trans. Sean Hand, Critical
Inquiry 17, no. 1 (Autumn 1990): 62-71.

3.“The Rights of Man and the Rights of the Other,” “The Prohibition against Representation and ‘The
Rights of Man,”” “The Rights of the Other Man,” and “The Rights of Man and Good Will.”
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Bergo, Bettina (2019), "Emmanuel Levinas", The Stanford Encyclopedia of Philosophy, EdwardN.
Zalta (ed.), URL = <https://plato.stanford.edu/archives/fall2019/entries/levinas/>.
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1. David Gauthier

2. See: David Gauthier, Morals by Agreement (Oxford: Clarendon, 1986)

3. Ego

4. See: Stephen Minister’s “From Perpetual Peace to the Face of the Other: A Levinasian Reframing
of Human Rights,” Philosophy in the Contemporary World 14, no. 2 (2007): 143-52. And Diane
Perpich, “Freedom Called into Question: Levinas’s Defence of Heteronomy,” in In Proximity:
Emmanuel Levinas and the Eighteenth Century, ed. Melvyn New, Robert Bernasconi, and
Richard A. Cohen (Lubbock: Texas Tech University Press, 2001), 303-25.
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