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Accepted: Context and Purpose: Rail tourism, as a form of sustainable tourism, enables the reduction

April 17, 2025 of energy consumption and environmental impacts. This study aims to develop rail-based
Available online: tourism along the Tabriz-Jolfa railway corridor, enhance the quality of life, increase the
July 20, 2025 potential of railways as a tourism product, and reduce environmental pollution.
Methodology: This study is applied in terms of purpose and descriptive-analytical in terms
of method. It utilizes documentary, library, and field studies. The Gunn model and Likert
scale method were used for data analysis. The temporal scope of the research spans the
years 2021 to 2024. Key indicators examined in this study include access to tourism
infrastructure, economic impacts, reduction in environmental pollution, and effects on the
sustainable development of rural settlements. Findings: The results indicate that the
Tabriz-Jolfa railway corridor holds significant potential for tourism development. Key
attractions along this route include St. Stepanos Monastery, the Aras River, the Jolfa border
market, and rural areas. However, challenges such as a shortage of dedicated tourism train
carriages, weak marketing strategies, and insufficient private sector investment were
identified. As the only electrified railway in Iran, the Tabriz-Jolfa railway provides a suitable
infrastructure for sustainable tourism development. Conclusion: The study suggests that
increasing collaboration between the public and private sectors, implementing
comprehensive marketing strategies, and improving tourism infrastructure, such as
Keywords: enhancing station facilities, are essential for developing rail-based tourism along this
Rail-Based Tourism, corridor. Additionally, the creation of bicycle routes, the organization of border markets,
Economic Development, and the strengthening of public transportation systems are recommended.
Originality /value: This research, using the Gunn model and Likert scale analysis, provides
a specialized assessment of the potential for rail tourism development along the Tabriz-
Jolfa railway and proposes new strategies for the sustainable growth of this sector.
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Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

The Tabriz-Jolfa railway route, located in
northwest Iran, represents a unique
opportunity for the development of
sustainable rail tourism. Rail tourism,
which combines transportation with
tourism activities along scenic and
culturally significant routes, has gained
recognition globally as an environmentally
friendly and efficient mode of travel. This
route is distinguished by its ability to
balance transportation efficiency with
preservation of natural and historical
heritage.

The primary aim of this study is to
explore the potential of the Tabriz-Jolfa
railway as a catalyst for regional
development, emphasizing environmental
preservation, economic growth, and
cultural sustainability. This research
identifies opportunities to enhance
walkability, foster community
engagement, and promote eco-tourism
along the route while leveraging its railway
infrastructure as a tourism product.

2. Research Methodology

This research employs a descriptive-
analytical methodology, integrating both
qualitative and quantitative approaches.
Data collection involved an extensive
review of existing literature, documentary
analysis, and field surveys along the
Tabriz-Jolfa railway route. TGunn’s model
provided the theoretical framework for
analyzing the route’s tourism potential,
while the Likert scale was used to evaluate
stakeholder = perspectives,  including
residents, tourists, and experts.

The analysis followed a two-phase
approach: the first phase involved
identifying  natural, = cultural, and
infrastructural attractions along the route.

The second phase focused on evaluating
the constraints and opportunities using
structured questionnaires and field
observations. These inputs informed the
development of strategies to enhance the
tourism appeal and sustainability of the
railway.

3. Research Findings

The findings indicate that the Tabriz-Jolfa
railway possesses considerable potential
to become a prominent hub for rail
tourism. Key attractions along the route
include the St. Stepanos Church, the Aras
River, and several rural villages, each
offering distinct cultural and natural
experiences. Additionally, the presence of
market areas such as the Jolfa border
market adds to the route’s allure.

However, significant challenges exist
that must be addressed to maximize the
route's tourism potential. These include
limited availability of tourism-specific
wagons, inadequate resource
management, and insufficient marketing
efforts to raise awareness among potential
visitors. The lack of investment from the
private sector further exacerbates the
challenges, limiting opportunities to
enhance infrastructure and diversify
tourist offerings.

Despite these constraints, the railway
benefits from strong foundational
infrastructure, including its status as Iran’s
only electrified railway line. Its strategic
position, linking key regional and
international destinations, makes it well-
suited for sustainable tourism
development.

4. Conclusion

The Tabriz-Jolfa railway route offers a
promising framework for developing rail-
based tourism, with the potential to
contribute to rural economic growth,
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environmental preservation, and cultural
heritage conservation. By addressing
current limitations such as infrastructure
deficits and insufficient awareness, this
route can evolve into a model for
sustainable tourism in Iran and beyond.

The study recommends fostering
public-private partnerships to enhance
investments, expanding  marketing
initiatives to highlight the route’s unique
attractions, and implementing measures
to protect its natural and cultural
resources. These efforts can ensure that
the Tabriz-Jolfa railway not only supports
sustainable tourism but also enhances the
quality of life for communities along its
path.
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