Geography (Regional Planning)

Spring 2025. Vol 15. Issue 58
ISSN (Print): 2228-6462 - ISSN (Online): 2783-2112
Journal Homepage: https://www.jgeogeshm.ir/

Socio-economic development of the Mackoran coast with emphasis on

security and defense challenges

Javad Sargolzaei', Maryam Pooya2, Mansour Tajeri®

1. PhD Student, Department of Political Science, Zahedan Branch, Islamic Azad
University, Zahedan, Iran.

no

Assistant Professor, Department of History, Velayat University, Iranshahr, Iran.

3. Assistant Professor, Department of Middle East Political Studies, Jihad Daneshghahi
University of Sistan and Baluchestan, Iran

ARTICLEINFO

Abstract

PP: 418-434

Use your device to scan and
read the article online

O R0

=1

Keywords:

development of Mackoran
beaches, security-defense
challenges

The development of the Mackoran coast is of significant economic and political
importance and has the potential to expand the international economy in Iran, the
Eurasian region, Europe, and the coastal countries of the Indian Ocean and the Pacific
Ocean. This optimization includes port infrastructure, transportation, and land, rail, and
air communications, which will facilitate trade, transit, and smooth energy transfer to
many parts of the world. The main objective of this article is to examine the factors
affecting the development of the Mackoran coast with an emphasis on security and
defense challenges in the east of the country. The research method is descriptive-
analytical and data collection was carried out through library studies. In this study, the
geographical, social, and political characteristics of the Mackoran coast, existing
economic capacities, regionalism potential, membership and formation of regional
organizations, and the realization of interests and ideals based on the priorities of related
countries, border challenges, threats from neighboring countries and major powers, and
the necessity of strengthening defense, military, and security capabilities have been
examined. The Research findings indicate the requirements for attracting domestic and
foreign investment, transparent policymaking to take advantage of the special location
of these coasts with the aim of creating employment, generating income, and developing
social and national security, utilizing active diplomacy and international understanding
as a bridge between ECO countries, ASEAN, and other countries of the world for the
exchange of goods, participating in North-South corridor projects, paying attention to
the unique attractiveness and potential of tourism in this region, and improving domestic
and international tourism, including neighboring countries, Scandinavian countries, and
European countries, and the necessity of improving education, health, and eliminating
deprivation in this region.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

The Makran coast in southern Iran has
potential economic capacities that can be
significantly enhanced by developing ports,
airports, rail and road transportation
infrastructure, developing industrial and
residential towns, and tourism facilities and
spaces. Due to its proximity to international
open waters, these coasts play an important
role in economic development, and in the
transit of Iranian goods and the access of
other countries in the world in maritime
trade. On the other hand, constructive
cooperation and interaction with neighboring
countries in the economic and commercial
fields can contribute significantly to its
sustainable development, and this requires
adopting strategies based on domestic and
international investment in infrastructure,
interaction with global ports, coherent
government planning, and cooperation with
neighboring countries (Musqati, 2016: 32). In
this regard, the North-South Corridor, in
addition to establishing trade and transit links
between the countries of Northern Europe,
Scandinavia and Russia with other European
countries, extends through the territory of
Iran to the Indian Ocean and Southeast Asian
countries. And it can result in significant
savings in time and cost of transporting
goods between these countries. Asian and
European countries can exchange their goods
on this route at a speed about twice that of
the Suez Canal route. This is of great
importance for both Asian and European
continents in the development of world trade,
given the creation of new countries in the
Central Asian region and the formation of
new global markets in the Indian Ocean and
Persian Gulf (Jahan Tigh, 2016: 125). In
other words, strengthening this corridor,
given its strategic location, will give Iran a
central position in the region, and this
advantage can increase lIran's economic and
political power in the regional and global
arena (Hafeznia et al., 2006: 89). Also, the
importance of the unique attraction and
capacities of domestic and international
tourism on these coasts is undeniable in
various ways. The Makran coast is one of the
largest and most frequented tourist areas in
Iran. This can increase non-oil revenues and

develop employment in this region.
However, despite the extensive benefits that
these coasts have, they also face numerous
security and defense challenges that can
negatively affect the development process of
this region. Challenges related to drug
trafficking, the movement of armed
individuals and terrorists, threats to energy
security, regional and trans-regional
competitions, as well as social and economic
issues are among these challenges (Ahmadi,
2007: 38). Therefore, in line with the above,
the main goal of this study is to investigate
the factors affecting the development of the
Makran coast, with an emphasis on security
and defense challenges in the east of the
country, and to provide appropriate solutions
for economic and social development,
addressing security-defense challenges, and
sustainable development of this region.

Methodology

The main objective of this article is to
investigate the factors affecting the
development of the Makran coast with
emphasis on security and defense challenges
in the east of the country. The research
method is descriptive-analytical and data
collection was carried out through library
studies.

Results and Conclusion

The Studies show that the Makran coast faces
security-defense challenges and internal and
external threats that directly affect the
security and stability of the region. Internal
threats include social unrest caused by
poverty,  unemployment, and  social
inequalities. These factors cause
dissatisfaction among local residents and can
lead to unrest, tensions, and conflicts. Also,
the lack of equitable distribution of
development benefits and lack of access to
basic services, such as education and health,
can lead to an increase in feelings of
deprivation and social dissatisfaction.
Therefore, paying attention to the
educational, health, social, and economic
needs of local residents and improving their
quality of life should be prioritized. This can
help increase household income and improve
people's living conditions by creating local
industries and supporting entrepreneurship.
This, in turn, can lead to a decrease in social
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dissatisfaction and increased internal
stability. Also, providing educational and
health services by establishing quality
schools and appropriate health centers can
help improve the living standards of the
people and increase human capabilities in the
region. This can lead to reducing social
inequalities and increasing the sense of
belonging and national identity among local
residents. External threats also include
political and military tensions with
neighboring countries and the interference of
major powers in the region. These threats can
lead to increased tensions and insecurity on
the Makran coast. In particular, the military
presence of major powers can jeopardize the
security of the region. On the other hand, the
current state of defense infrastructure on the
Makran coast needs to be strengthened and
developed. The lack of sufficient military
bases and effective information systems
reduces the country's ability to deal with
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