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The vast country of Iran played an important role in establishing trade relations due to
its strategic importance and being located in caravanserais as a place for traders and
merchants. Efficiency and attention to the construction of inns has played a significant
role in the movement of commercial caravans and the growth of trade in the country.
Despite the construction of inns in most historical periods in Iran, inns in the Safavid
era increased significantly During this period, following the occurrence of some
important events, such as the establishment of security for the construction of suitable
roads, attention to roads and pilgrimage cities, granting religious freedoms to religious
minorities and customs facilities increased the entry of traders and trade caravans into
the country. With the arrival of commercial caravans in Iran and the increase of
caravan trips in the country, several caravanserais were built to stay by the order of
the Safavid kings. But this period is very different from the Qajar era. During the
Qajar period, however, trade relations with various countries were resumed; But it
never reaches the former trade relations (Safavid era). During this period, a number of
caravanserais were set up, but due to the rush in their construction and the use of
substandard materials, especially clay; Today, most of these buildings have been
largely destroyed or completely destroyed along the Silk Road As a vital and
economic highway, it was always considered as a place of trade caravans. This article
intends to examine the commonalities and differences of these caravanserais by
examining the caravanserais of the Safavid and Qajar periods and examining their
architectural and structural characteristics. The research method in this historical field
article is analytical in such a way that first historical studies have been done,
especially with reference to travelogues, in order to gain knowledge about
communication routes and houses along the way. Then, a survey with a topographic
method to identify and record the effects and findings of the field survey with the
information obtained from written sources has been matched and the mentioned
residences have been documented. Finally, we will analyze the architectural factors
and structures of the works.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Historical studies indicate that transportation and the
movement of people and goods have been
significant since the beginning of human
civilization. Humans, through the advancement of
tools and methods, initially used tree trunks and
animals to transport goods and gradually developed
roads and structures such as caravanserais to ensure
the comfort and safety of travelers. Iranians, as
pioneers in the construction of caravanserais,
developed these structures as pat of a
communication and trade network. Due to its
strategic geographical location, Iran was one of the
most important trade routes in the ancient world,
such as the Silk Road. Caravanserais not only served
as temporary lodging but also acted as centers for
cultural and commercial exchange. During the
Safavid and Qajar periods, caravanserais expanded
significantly, especially along major routes such as
Tehran, Rey, and Varamin. The Safavids
strengthened the country's communication network
by building caravanserais, but during the Qajar era,
the quality of construction and materials declined,
and most caravanserais were built through the
efforts of benefactors. This research examines the
structural and architectural features of caravanserais
during the Safavid and Qajar periods, the principles
of spatial relationships within them, and the
similarities and differences between the two periods.
The research questions are:

1.What are the most important structural and
architectural features of caravanserais during the
Safavid and Qajar periods?

2.What principles underlie the formation of spatial
relationships in caravanserais?

3.What are the similarities and differences between
caravanserais of the Safavid and Qajar periods?

Methodology

This study employs a descriptive-analytical
approach and uses deductive reasoning for data
analysis. The sources include historical studies
(especially travelogues) and field surveys using
site mapping. First, communication routes and
midway stops were identified and documented
through written sources. Then, through field
surveys and cross-referencing findings, the
architectural and structural elements of the sites
were analyzed. Tools such as library research,
observation, spatial layout diagrams, and

comparative analysis were used in the research
process. Finally, the findings were discussed
using deductive reasoning, and the results were
presented.

Results and Conclusion

Caravanserais in Iran have played a significant
role in the country's history as part of its
communication and trade network. Experts
believe that Iran is the birthplace of caravanserais,
and the Safavid and Qajar periods are considered
the golden age of road and caravanserai
construction. Courtyard caravanserais in desert
regions are among the most beautiful examples of
these structures. Iran's climatic conditions and the
vast distances between cities made the creation of
a well-organized network of roads and
caravanserais essential. Caravanserais, especially
during the Safavid and Qajar periods, were
influenced by the political and social conditions
of each era. During the Safavid period,
particularly under Shah Abbas I, the construction
of caravanserais flourished, and trade and
communication expanded. Caravanserais, as part
of a communication network, cannot be
understood in isolation and require the presence
of other structures along the route. The
architecture of Safavid caravanserais went
beyond commercial and lodging needs, focusing
more on simplicity and functionality. During the
Qajar period, caravanserais were mostly built by
benefactors and were of lower quality in terms of
construction and materials compared to the
Safavid era. Caravanserais from this period were
typically inward-looking, with central courtyards,
vestibules, rooms, and stables. Decorations were
minimal in Safavid caravanserais, while Qajar
caravanserais, especially those built by wealthy
individuals, featured more elaborate decorations.
A comparison of caravanserais from the Safavid
and Qajar periods shows that, despite differences
in era, the overall design of these structures
remained largely unchanged, typically built in
rectangular or square layouts with open plans and
four iwans. Restoring and repurposing these
historical sites can contribute to the development
of the tourism industry and provide suitable
accommodations for travelers. Ultimately,
caravanserais have played a vital role in Iran's
history, not only as temporary lodging but also as
centers for cultural and commercial exchange.
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