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Urban riots are considered to be one of the most important influencing
factors in disrupting public order and social security of citizens, which
causes tension and crisis in the relations between the society and the
government. It is obvious that urban riots are more important and
sensitive in the capitals and political systems, using their executive arms,
try to control the capital in the face of social-political chaos and unrest.
In Iran, after the victory of the Islamic Revolution, there have been
several urban riots, among which the riots of 2009, December 2017,
November 2019 and the events of 2022 have a significant place. The
noteworthy point is that each of these riots have had different spread
patterns in the city, which the present research tries to answer this
question with a descriptive-analytical approach based on spatial analysis,
using library resources and with the help of Arc GIS tools. What were the
patterns of urban riots in Tehran during the mentioned time periods?
According to the results obtained from this research, it was revealed that
mainly, the spread of urban riots in Tehran in 2009 was displacement, in
2017 it was contagious, in 2019 it was regional and in 2022 it was viral.
The most important factors influencing the spread of these patterns are
the nature and topic of the riots, as well as the widening of the flow of
information and digital and cyber networks, which has affected many
riots.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

The basis of urban life is institutionalized on
the two bases of security and comfort, and in
case of social insecurity, it overshadows the
physical and psychological security of
citizens. Security has a special place in
contemporary society, and its lack is
considered more  psychologically and
sociologically in the sense of urban insecurity.
Therefore, the security of the city is one of the
most important concerns of the governments
to control the space under their rule, through
which they can establish the political, social
and economic interactions of the society in the
geographical environment. Among the factors
that disrupt the public order of cities,
especially in the capitals, are the formation of
urban gatherings and riots, which are started
by various social groups, including workers,
students, women, marginalized people, lower
classes, etc.

Methodology

The current research is practical and
qualitative. The method of collecting
information is in the form of a library, for
which articles, books and reliable electronic
databases have been used. Also, reliable
domestic and foreign news agencies have
been used to investigate the events of urban
riots. After collecting the required data and
information, using Arc GIS software, the most
important riots reported in the urban area of
Tehran have been displayed and discussed.
Therefore, due to the fact that the present
research describes how and why the riots
spread, the spatial analysis method has been
used.

Results and Discussion

According to Héagerstrand's spatial diffusion
theory, the main diffusion patterns in the 2009
riots were displacement diffusion, where
protesters started their movement from the
source of the diffusion and followed a path to
a previously promised destination. The
important point in the 2009 riots is the
importance of the central squares of the city.
Especially Islamic Revolution Square and
Azadi Square, which are very important in
terms of politics and identity. Due to the

importance of these public places, the main
routes of unrest spread were the streets leading
to the squares of the city center. In the riots of
2017, most of the gatherings and social unrest
in Tehran took place in Azadi Streets and
Islamic Revolution Streets. The places where
the riots occurred were mostly located near
each other, so considering the proximity and
geographical distance of these areas, it can be
concluded that the spread pattern of these riots
was contiguity and contagion. In the riots of
2019 in many parts of Iran, riots and riots
occurred in the marginal areas and outskirts of
the cities, a clear example of which was in
Tehran. According to the available sources, it
can be concluded that the largest volume of
unrest in Tehran was related to its surrounding
areas. From this point of view, the most
appropriate distribution model based on
Hégerstrand's theory is regional distribution.
The 2022 protests in Iran are among the
Internet-based uprisings that we have
witnessed in different countries of the world
in the current century. By paying close
attention to the way riots spread throughout
Tehran, it will be clear that no pattern other
than the pattern of viral spread can be
considered in this field. In this way, different
neighborhoods of Tehran were affected by
riots and the resulting media wave in a viral
and contagious manner due to the platform of
social networks and cyber space. Among other
points, the role of localities should be
mentioned. Earlier and in the riots of the past
years (especially in 2009), the squares had the
most points for rioters, and in the next place,
the streets leading to these squares were more
important; But in 2022, due to various
reasons, the neighborhoods were noticed by
the rebels, and henceforth, they were
considered as a platform for fighting in the
turbulent days of this year.

Conclusion

Urban riots are among the most important
social-political activities, which always cause
the political system to be challenged and the
social security of citizens to face problems.
After the victory of the Islamic Revolution,
several urban riots were created at different
times, each of which had different natures,
dimensions and angles to each other.
According to the findings of the present
research, it has been concluded that urban
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riots in Tehran had different distribution
patterns at each stage. In 2009, the riots were
broadcast in the form of displacement, and
several factors such as the existence of
leadership in these riots, the absence of
advanced network and internet streams (as in
the following years) and also the political
nature of this movement were effective in the
pattern of its displacement. In fact, the topic
and nature of the riots and the social class of
its participants had an effective role in
choosing the location of the gatherings. In
2009, the riots were political in nature, so
gathering places were mostly in the city center
and near political and identity squares such as
Islamic Revolution Square and Azadi Square.
In the events of December 2017, the pattern of
riots was contiguous and contagion, as most
reports showed that the riot points were
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