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According to the first article of the constitution, "The government of Iran is an
Islamic Republic,” which enjoys both divine legitimacy and popular acceptance.
According to the fifty-seventh article, the ruling powers in the Islamic Republic are
under the supervision of the absolute guardianship of the affairs and the Imamate of
the nation. One of these powers is the executive branch, whose head is elected by
direct popular vote and whose decree is signed and enforced by the Supreme Leader.
This approach to appointing the president, which encompasses divine legitimacy and
popular acceptance, is one of the characteristics of the Islamic Republic of Iran, and
for this reason, it is necessary to explain and explain it. For this purpose, in this study,
the foundations and arguments for the implementation of the presidency in Shiite
political thought are examined using a descriptive and analytical method. Based on
the findings of this study: 1. God the Wise says about consulting with people: “And
consult them in the matter, and when you have decided, then rely on God.” In the
present time, except in special cases, consultation, public opinion, and public voting
of the people are carried out through new methods such as elections. According to
this verse, in consultation, the final decision and implementation lies with the Islamic
ruler; therefore, regarding the presidency, he can also implement or reject the
people’s vote. 2. Participating in elections and choosing a candidate is considered a
type of allegiance and indicates the acceptance of the people, which is legitimated by
the Islamic ruler when it is accepted and implemented. 3. Considering the hierarchy
of divine guardianship, i.e. the guardianship of God, the infallibles (peace be upon
them) and their deputy and successor, the Supreme Leader, any action outside this
hierarchy is illegitimate and the President has guardianship and legitimacy only with
the permission and approval of the Supreme Leader. 4. Guardianship of the Supreme
Leader is not exclusive to the time of occultation, but according to the character of
the infallibles (peace be upon them), at that time, people who were religious scholars
(jurists) were appointed as governors and rulers and were legitimated by the
appointment and approval of the infallibles (peace be upon them). Therefore, the
legitimacy of the presidency and its continuation is conditional on the ruling of the
Supreme Leader, and in the event of losing authority at any stage of responsibility,
the Supreme Leader is the final decision-maker and can dismiss him during the
continuation of his work, just as he did with the initial approval of the ruling.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

The religion of Islam does not use coercion or
coercion in the principle of accepting the
religion, nor does it resort to force in forming a
government. For this reason, in the time of the
Infallibles (peace be upon them), despite the
divine right of guardianship, the formation of a
government was practically very rare, because
the formation of a government requires two
basic elements of legitimacy and acceptance.
The legitimacy of government has always
existed in Islam; during the time of the Holy
Prophet (peace be upon him), the right to rule
belonged to the Prophet (peace be upon him)
himself for many reasons, and after him, the
Imams (peace be upon them) enjoyed this divine
right, and during the occultation, the jurists of
the time, as the deputies of the Imam of the Time
(peace be upon them), had and still have the
right to rule and guardianship. However, in
addition to divine legitimacy and the right to
rule, popular acceptance is also necessary for the
formation of a government, and if the people
agree, an Islamic government is practically
formed. In fact, the practical realization of the
government (and not its legitimacy) is
dependent on the participation and approval of
the people. Therefore, the participation of the
people in social affairs and determining their
own political and social destiny has always been
considered; However, the method of
participation and the method of their presence,
support, and accompaniment with the Islamic
ruler are subject to the conditions of time and
place and have varied according to their
suitability. This participation used to be carried
out through methods such as consultation and
allegiance, but in the present time it is realized
by participating in elections and public voting
and as a result, choosing officials. One of these
elections is the presidential election, in which
the president is elected by the people and the
people's vote is ratified by the Supreme Leader.
In this study, the foundations and arguments for
the ratification of the presidency in Shiite
political thought are examined.

Methodology
In this study, the foundations and arguments for
the ratification of the presidency in Shiite

political thought are examined using a
descriptive and analytical method.

Results and Conclusion

Based on the findings of the study, God
Almighty says about consulting with people in
social matters: "Consult them in matters; but
whatever you decide, do with trust in God." In
the present time and conditions, except in
special cases, consultation, public opinion, and
public voting of the people are carried out using
new methods such as elections. The oath of
allegiance is a declaration of loyalty and
acceptance of the responsibility and position of
the party to the oath and does not interfere with
divine legitimacy. Participation in elections
indicates the acceptance of the people, which is
legitimated by the Islamic ruler with its
acceptance and enforcement. That is, the full
validity and legitimacy of the people's vote is to
approve the Islamic ruler and in the present time
the deputy of the Imam of the Time (as.),
namely the Wali-e-Fagih. Considering the
hierarchy of divine guardianship, namely the
guardianship of God, the infallibles (a.s.) and
their deputy and successor, namely the Wali-e-
Faqgih, any action that is outside this hierarchy is
illegitimate, and the president also does not have
any guardianship without the permission and
enforcement of the Wali-e-Fagih and has
guardianship and legitimacy only with his
enforcement. The guardianship of the Faqih is
not specific to the time of occultation, but for
many reasons, including numerous hadiths and
the character of the Infallibles (a.s.), at that time,
people who were knowledgeable in religion
(fagih) were also appointed as governors and
rulers and were legitimated by the appointment
and enforcement of the Infallibles (as.).
Therefore, the legitimacy of the presidency and
its continuation is conditional on the decision of
the Supreme Leader, and in the event of loss of
competence at any stage of responsibility, the
Supreme Leader is the final decision-maker and
can dismiss him in the continuation of his work,
as well as in the initial implementation of the
decision.
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