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ARTICLEINFO : Abstract

¢ Imam Khomeini International Airport (RA) as the most important and most visited

PP: 46-72 3 airport in the country, considering the airport city master plan approved in the Fifth
: Development Plan and also the competition with the most visited airports in Dubai

¢ and Istanbul, requires the implementation of a set of specific activities and projects

) i in the shortest possible time. This need is especially important due to Iran's

lrJeS:d {ﬁ:;rgag%en”tge sean and ¢ geographical location as a connecting point between the East and the West and the
: effort to attract transit flights in the Middle East sky. The formation and

: development of an urban area with the special characteristics of an airport city in

Elu." El : developing countries, including Iran, will likely have positive consequences in the

: economic, social and tourism industry fields. Designing airport cities based on

¢ current scientific approaches and integrated styles of adapted and indigenous

IEI:= architecture in modern or developing countries; as one of the indicators of

¢ development in human societies, has always been and will be the concern of the

: world's governing bodies and experts. On the other hand, airport cities can have

: different effects on macro variables such as urban development and the tourism

Keywords: Airport ¢ industry. This research is considered an applied research type, a mixed method (a
Cities, Urban : combination of qualitative and quantitative analyses) based on its purpose. A field
Development, Tourism : study was conducted by conducting interviews and distributing questionnaires
Industry : among experts and specialists of Imam Khomeini Airport. The data were ranked

: using Excel and Expert Choice software, content analysis techniques, and the
¢ analytic hierarchy process. The research results were summarized in the form of
¢ identifying a number of indicators, which among the indicators, service and support
i components, environmental-physical factors, and environmental outcomes were the
i most and least important in the group, respectively. Today, tourism has increased
: due to characteristics such as flexibility, diversity, and pluralism, and due to
¢ changes in different levels of demand, destination, and market, and according to
i predictions, it will be considered the mainstream of tourism in the near future.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Airport cities, as a new phenomenon, depending
on their scale and location, can include individual
or combined spatial patterns for the development
of the tourism industry and the attraction of the
tourism industry. The increase in non-
aeronautical activities at airports is very important
not only financially, but also socially and in terms
of tourism; this leads to the expansion of various
activities and uses, increased employment,
income generation, and filling the leisure time of
the citizens of the surrounding area. In fact,
airport cities are developing in response to new
needs and easily meet needs such as the lack of
business parks, lack of cultural and artistic
facilities and spaces, the lack of modern
educational institutions, speed, agility, and
modern  communications. Considering  that
tourism presents different patterns in spatial
processing, each of which entails a specific spatial
structure and function, airport cities, as a new
category, depending on their scale and location,
can include individual or combined spatial
patterns of urban tourism, rural tourism, nomadic
tourism, and nature tourism. On the other hand, in
airport cities, due to the diversity of tourists'
motivations, travel duration, type of attractions
and how to organize travel, tourism types are very
different from urban settlements. . Each type of
tourism requires its own advertising, marketing
and marketing. Since Iran is located in the direct
route of the West-East flight corridor and vice
versa, Imam Khomeini International Airport can
be considered as an air hub and airport in the
West Asia and Middle East region as an
intermediate destination for a large number of
transit flights. Therefore, the existence of a
complex in Imam Khomeini Airport City for the
welfare of incoming and outgoing passengers that
is capable of providing appropriate international,
service and accommodation services seems
essential. A study of the spatial patterns of
tourism in Imam Khomeini Airport City can, in
the first step, identify the breadth of concepts and
structural connections of the tourism industry and
airport cities; this is important from a
philosophical and theoretical, structural and
planning perspective, as well as goal setting. On
the other hand, studying the spatial patterns of
tourism, while introducing special infrastructure
facilities, specialized human resources and tools
specific to each type of tourism, explains the time

and place conditions and requirements necessary
for planning and future development of desirable
types of tourism.

Methodology

The present research method is an applied
research method based on the purpose and is
considered a mixed method (a combination of
qualitative and quantitative analysis) based on
the method of data collection. Accordingly, in
the first step, aspects and topics of study related
to the role of airport cities in urban development
and the tourism industry, as well as similar
studies and research, were conducted, then using
documentary and field studies, measures were
identified. In the second step, after implementing
the text of interviews with relevant groups of
specialists and experts in the field of airport
cities, coding and research components were
identified. In the third step, research indicators
were ranked using the Analytic Hierarchy
Process.

Results and Conclusion

Transportation is one of the main pillars of the
tourism industry, and the tourism industry is
considered one of the most important and highest-
income sources in the world at the beginning of
the third millennium. The tourism industry in Iran
has been largely neglected due to cultural and
political issues and lack of special attention from
planners in recent years, while the development
of this industry can be a suitable alternative to oil
revenues. The air transportation system is one of
the main components of the tourism industry,
which accounts for part of the tourists' expenses.
The development and expansion of the tourism
industry depends on the development of
transportation facilities, and air transportation has
accounted for a large share of tourist
transportation by creating easy, convenient, fast,
and safe access to different places and over long
distances. Considering that in the postmodern era
and the development of "new tourism", tourists
are always looking for experiences, one of the
places that are included in the category of tourist
attractions is airport cities. In most airport cities in
the world, due to the lack of land and
geographical location, tourism types do not have
much diversity and variety, and most of them are
commercial tourism, shopping tourism, food and
beverage tourism, and cultural tourism, and
therefore, its spatial pattern can be said to be
urban tourism. However, in a number of airport
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cities, the diversity of tourism types is greater, and
in others, spatial patterns are also diverse. Imam
Khomeini Airport City is among the few airport
cities in the world that has the opportunity to
develop more than 12 types of tourism, including
industrial tourism, heritage tourism (cultural-
historical), scientific-educational ~ tourism,
religious tourism, natural resource tourism, health
tourism, commercial tourism, food and beverage
tourism, shopping tourism, recreational tourism,
agricultural tourism, and sports tourism. Despite
the fact that all of them are located within the
Imam Khomeini Airport City, the tourism
products they offer differ from each other. This
difference can be seen in both quantity and
quality. The following suggestions are made.
-Since Imam Khomeini Airport Company is a
state-owned company, this model should be
implemented on other large and industrial
companies.

-Since achieving sustainable  tourism
development in new destinations is highly
dependent on  appropriate  organizational
structures, an organization called the Airport City
Tourism Headquarters should be considered in
the organizational structure of Imam Khomeini
Airport City Company.

-Based on the common practices in most airport
cities, passengers
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