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Abstract

Background and Obijective: Geotourism is a form of tourism that contributes to the growth and
geographical sustainability of the region, its environment, culture, historical and aesthetic heritage,
and also improves the lives of its residents. Geotourism is a new movement towards rural
development. The aim of this research is to assess the geotourism and geomorphological potential of
protected areas in Meshkinshahr Township using quantitative models.

Methodology: The research method in this study is based on the Serrano-Gonzalez-Truba and
Kobalicova models. The Serrano-Gonzalez-Truba model is suitable for evaluating geosites located in
protected areas. Geosites are evaluated in this method based on three main criteria that help to evaluate
scientific and management values and are considered a suitable method for the study area.

Findings and Conclusion: The results of the evaluation of the Serrano-Gonzalez-Truba model
showed that the Shirvan Daresi protected area ranked first with the maximum score in terms of
diversity of geomorphological and geological forms. Also, with the highest score in terms of
accessibility and landscape diversity, it has a high potential for field studies and tourist attraction
compared to other study areas. According to the results obtained in the second place, the Gandomin
region with a score of 8.5 has suitable protected areas for field research and tourism attraction.
Therefore, based on the validation of the model criteria, it can be concluded that the Shirvan Daresi
protected area in Meshkinshahr with the highest score has a great potential for development. Finally,
it is suggested that future studies should also use human impact sub-criteria to evaluate protected
areas.
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