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Abstract

Background and Objective: New Urbanism emerged as an architectural and urban planning movement in the
late 20th century, in response to the uncontrolled growth of cities and suburbanization. Inspired by traditional
and historical cities, this approach seeks to create pedestrian-oriented cities with a strong sense of social
belonging. This approach emphasizes the creation of cities with a human scale; this means that buildings and
public spaces should be designed in such a way that they are compatible with human needs and dimensions. On
the other hand, this approach seeks to create a variety of uses and a suitable mix between them. Meanwhile,
attention to sustainable transport, preservation and strengthening of green and public spaces, quality urban
architecture and design, neighborhood unit and pedestrianism are other principles of the New Urbanism
approach. Considering that this approach is considered as an effective approach in urban development in many
developing countries such as Iran, the aim of the present study is to evaluate and compare urban neighborhoods
in order to investigate the extent of their compliance with the principles of New Urbanism. The case study of
the research is the city of Semnan, which consists of three districts, and one neighborhood from each of the
districts will be studied

Methodology: The research approach used is descriptive-analytical and the data used in it are obtained through
the review of upstream documents, field studies, questionnaires and the comprehensive plan of Semnan.
Considering the examination of 10 indicators of the New Urbanism approach in three different neighborhoods,
different techniques such as Simpson's homogeneity coefficient, walk score, statistical tests and multi-criteria
decision-making methods have been used to measure each of the indicators.

Results and findings: The results of the research show that Golshahr neighborhood, which experienced the
most physical development during the second Pahlavi period, has a more appropriate adaptation to the principles
of New Urbanism, and after that, Modiran and Pachnar neighborhoods are ranked next, respectively.
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