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Abstract

Background and Obijective: Geotourism is tourism based on geological features. Over time, it has been
described as a different type of tourism that has a geological or geographical orientation. While the initial view
was based on the assumption that geotourism is a type of tourism similar to ecotourism, the purpose of this
study is to evaluate the geotourism capabilities of Nir County using the Kobalikova, Violet, and Zeros models.

Methodology: The present research method is descriptive, analytical, and comparative. In this study, three
geotourism models, Kobalikova, Violet, and Zeros, were used. The aforementioned models have several
indicators that, in addition to geological-geomorphological aspects, also consider other factors such as cultural-
historical monuments, access, management, and vulnerability.

Findings and Results: The results of the evaluation of the Kobalikva geotourism model showed that the
Bolaglar geotourism area, with a maximum score of 10, is one of the most desirable places in Nir County, which
has great potential for attracting tourism. The Sain and Sagezchi axes are in the next ranks. The results of the
Violet model also showed that in terms of management rate and tourism rate, the Bolaglar region has the highest
geotourism potential, with a score of 2.5. The results of the Zeros model also showed that the Bolaglar
geotourism area is in the first place with a score of 79, and the Sain and Saqezchi axes are in the next ranks,
respectively, with scores of 72 and 52. The evaluation of the geotourism axes using the aforementioned models
showed that the Bolaglar region has higher geotourism potential for several reasons. In this context, we can
mention geomorphological diversity (geodiversity), the presence of numerous hot springs, beautiful and lush
nature, proximity to the Nirchai and Balikhlochai rivers, proximity to the city of Nir, easier access, the presence
of cultural-historical monuments, the display of local traditions through numerous festivals, favorable access to
the Sabalan ranges, and similar cases.Therefore, it is concluded that the Bulaghlar geotourism area has a suitable
capacity to attract tourists in Nir County. This is while a multidimensional look at the geotourism industry with
a conservation approach along with the development of infrastructure and infrastructure facilities can
significantly develop the tourism industry and transform the economy of the region. Finally, it is suggested that
artificial intelligence be used in future studies to evaluate the studied areas.
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' This article is an extracted from the master's dissertation entitled Analysis of Geotourism and Geomorphological Potentials of Nir
township in Ardabil Province (Case Study: Bolaghlar and Saein Axes at Mohaghegh Ardabili University) by the second author.
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