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Abstract
Background and Objectives Sports tourism, as a growing industry, can play an important role in the

economic and social development of different regions. Khuzestan Province, with its diverse natural,
historical, and cultural capacities, has a high potential for the development of this type of tourism. The
aim of this study is to identify and prioritize the factors affecting sports tourism in Khuzestan Province.
Methodology: In this regard, the present study is applied in terms of its purpose and analytical-
exploratory in terms of its nature and method. This study was conducted with an applied approach,
using a descriptive-analytical method and collecting the opinions of 30 experts in the field of sports
tourism through the Delphi method, and using the DANP technique and Excel software.

Results and Findings: In this study, 6 general indicators and 22 sub-indicators were identified that
affect sports tourism in Khuzestan Province. Next, using the Danp technique, the influential indicators
were identified and prioritized to determine which of these indicators have the greatest impact on
sports tourism in Khuzestan Province. The results of his research showed that the development of this
industry requires a multifaceted approach; so that management and planning factors play a key role
as the main axis, influencing other factors. Also, socio-cultural, economic, marketing, infrastructure
and environmental factors are significantly involved in this process. Along with these macro factors,
the sub-indicators of a suitable climate, attracting foreign capital and social participation have been
identified as the main drivers of the development of sports tourism in Khuzestan. These results
provide a practical roadmap for policymakers and planners to focus on these key factors to provide
the grounds for sustainable growth and prosperity of sports tourism in the province.
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