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Abstract

Background and Obijective: Tourism is one of the most important factors in economic and social
development across societies, playing a key role in global economic growth by influencing capital
transfer and financial circulation. Iran, with its unique geological and geomorphological capacities,
holds significant potential for geotourism development; however, this field remains in its early stages
of growth. This study aimed to assess the geotourism potential of geosites in Hashtjin Township,
located in the southern part of Ardabil Province.

Methodology: In this research, after selecting five geosites in the Township for analysis and
evaluation, tools such as questionnaires, geological and topographic maps, and ArcGIS software were
utilized. Finally, the geotourism potential of these geosites was assessed using the Kubalikova model.
Results and Findings: The results revealed that Qezel Ozan River (score: 11.25) and Agh Dagh
Mountain (score:10.15) achieved the highest rankings and attract the most tourists during peak
seasons. In contrast, Diz Waterfall (6.5), Nodeh Waterfall (5.15), and Zaviyeh Jafarabad Hot
Spring (4.85) received lower rankings. Criterion analysis indicated that value-added (31%) held the
highest importance, while economic value (7%) had the least significance. However, the economic
status of the geosites was not evaluated as favorable.

Conclusion: Shortcomings such as insufficient infrastructure and uneven distribution of
facilities have hindered the Township from achieving higher geotourism potential rankings.
Strengthening existing strengths, addressing infrastructural weaknesses, educating and raising
awareness among local communities, and developing promotional programs could significantly
improve the region’s geotourism status. Additionally, collaboration between governmental
institutions and the private sector in tourism investments could play a pivotal role in optimally
leveraging the natural and historical capacities of this Township.
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