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Tourism has the potential to play an effective role in rural development. This research
aimed to develop rural tourism strategies in Khuzestan province. Initially, a list of
SWOT points was prepared through a literature review, which was then refined
through interviews with experts. The research involved 24 experts from relevant
organizations selected through non-probability targeted sampling. Information was
processed using the SWOT-AHP-TOWS technique with Expert Choice 11.0 and
Excel 2019 software. The AHP results indicated that “threat points™ with a relative
weight of 0.524 are the most significant for the development of rural tourism,
followed by "weak points" with a relative weight of 0.422, "strengths" with a relative
weight of 0.232, and "opportunity points" with a relative weight of 0.104. This
suggests a predominance of risks over the benefits of tourism. Furthermore, the
strategic prioritization results showed that the top strategy was WT (defensive
strategy), followed by ST (contingent strategy), WO (adaptive strategy), and SO
(offensive strategy). Therefore, the conclusion is that, currently, the disadvantages of
tourism outweigh its advantages due to the lack of attention to some rural tourism
requirements in Khuzestan province. If policymakers neglect these issues and fail to
utilize the capacities of rural tourism in the region, rural migration will increase,
leading to deserted villages.
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Introduction

The rural areas of lIran face numerous
limitations for their survival, especially in
economic development, because employment
and income from agricultural activities alone
cannot support the growing population
(Solymannejad et al., 2022). The decrease in
the ability of agriculture to produce and the
resulting insufficient income has caused many
farmers to sell their farms and look for jobs and
income in other places or to look for alternative
economic strategies and new sources of
income and diversifying the local economy in
order to maintain be their farms, therefore,
paying attention to rural tourism and its
strategies is one of the most important steps in
diversifying the rural economy (Baghernejad
et al., 2023; Clemens, 2014) according to the
report of the International Tourism
Organization, Iran It ranks 10th in historical
tourist attractions. The growing share of rural
tourists in the world and the situation of Iran in
terms of rural tourism, special attention to rural
tourism in the country and diverse capacities in
rural areas and a clear understanding of its
infrastructure and obstacles, opportunities and
threats are necessary. forgives Currently, there
are more than 60,000 settlements in the
country, some of which have a rich and unique
cultural background and valuable historical
works. Unfortunately, unlike the cultural value
and diversity of most of the rural areas of the
country, this type of tourism has not grown
properly in the rural areas (Ghasemi et al.,
2015).

Methodology

In a number of studies, SWOT has been used
to investigate the factors affecting the
development of tourism. It is one of the most
efficient and common tools in the initial
decision-making stages and as a precursor to
strategic planning (Srivastava et al., 2005). It is
reliable during strategic decision-making and
setting priorities for sustainable development
strategy (Arsic). et al., 2017). SWOT analysis
includes the evaluation of internal (strengths
and weaknesses) and external (opportunities
and threats) factors (Matthews, 2004). It
summarizes the current situation and helps to
plan a plan for the future. It is an efficient and

structured planning method that allows
identifying the best strategy (Buta, 2007).
Combined SWOT-AHP technique is one of the
analytical descriptive methods and is
considered cross-sectional in terms of time. In
order to identify the internal environment
(strength, weakness) and external environment
(opportunity and threat), the subject literature
was used and the influential points on the
development of rural tourism were identified.
The combined SWOT-AHP model was
designed as Figure (1).

Results and discussion

After reviewing the complete theoretical
literature of the research, 15 external points (7
opportunities and 8 threats) and 16 internal
points (8 strengths and 8 weaknesses) were
identified. The results of this section are
presented in Table 2. Next, the weights of each
criterion were calculated. In order to calculate
the weights related to each of the criteria and
sub-criteria, as well as their pairwise
comparison, and finally to determine the
priority of each of the sub-criteria, they were
evaluated in the combined SWOT-AHP model
according to Figure (1). After pairwise
comparison, the four main criteria of the
SWOT model (Strengths, Weaknesses,
Opportunities and Threats) were identified in
the direction of rural tourism development.
Based on the results of the research, it can be
seen in Figure (3), "threat points" with a
relative weight of 0.524 is the most important
for the development of rural tourism, followed
by the criterion of "weaknesses" with a relative
weight of 0.422. "Strengths" with a relative
weight of 0.232 and finally "Opportunities”
with a relative weight of 0.104 were in the last
priority. After determining the importance of
each of the examined criteria, at this stage, the
weights of each of the sub-criteria in achieving
the development of rural tourism were
estimated. The results of this section are
presented in Table 3. Based on the results of
the table, it can be said that among the
strengths of the "hospitality spirit of the people
of the region”, the weaknesses of "lack of
development of local and border exhibitions
and bazaars", the opportunities of "increasing
the tendency of governmental and non-
governmental institutions in the field of
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attention™ to entrepreneurship and tourism™
and the threat points of "occurrence of social
violations when tourists enter the region™ are
among the most important points in achieving
the development of rural tourism.

Funding

The results showed that the most important
internal factors were among the strengths of
"the spirit of hospitality of the people of the
region” and the weaknesses of "the lack of
development of local and border exhibitions
and bazaars". This finding is in line with
studies (Asadikorom, 2019; Movahedi et al.,
2021). In the analysis of this finding, it can be
said that the spirit of hospitality and warmth of
the people of the south and Khuzestan province
and the sanctity of the water and soil of this
province (due to eight years of imposed war
and great sacrifices that took place in this
province) All Iranians have a special and
common language, and the majority of people
tend to travel to this province in the seasons
when the weather is suitable and see the ruins
and effects of war and the hospitality of this
region, and this is a great strength for
development. Rural tourism in this province.
In addition, the results of this research show
that the capacity of this province's
neighborhood with Iraq in the field of border
market development has not yet been used
much, while this province has the potential to
hold festivals and exhibitions of rural products.
It is possible due to the neighboring country of
Iraq and it can be a suitable marketing field for
the products and productions of rural
communities. In the examination of the
external aspects of the issue of rural tourism,
the results showed that among the opportunity
points, "increasing the tendency of
governmental and non-governmental
institutions to pay attention to entrepreneurship
and tourism"™ and among the threatening
points, "the emergence of social strife with the
arrival of tourists in the region™ in achieving
tourism development Villages are one of the
most important points, and the results of this
section were also in line with studies
(Solymannejad et al., 2022; Babayi Hemmati
& Molayi Hashjin, 2013; Razzaghi Borkhani
& Mohammadi, 2018). In the analysis of this
finding, it can be said that one of the reasons
for the backwardness of the rural areas of

Khuzestan province is the limited economic
development options for the economic
mobility of the rural areas, providing an
alternative for the use of local resources is
inevitable.
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