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Tourism Entrepreneurship as a Key Factor in the Economic and Social Development of
Rural Areas A Study on the Reconstruction of Rural SpacesTourism entrepreneurship, as
one of the main pillars of economic and social development in rural areas, plays a
significant role in the reconstruction and improvement of rural spaces. This study aims to
analyze the affecting tourism entrepreneurship and the reconstruction of rural spaces. The
research is applied in its objectives and descriptive-analytical in terms of its nature and
methodology. Data were collected through both library and field studies. The spatial scope
of the study includes 11 tourist-oriented villages in Avaj County. The statistical population
consists of 2,546 rural households residing in these villages, with a sample of 250
households selected based on the adjusted Cochran formula. The main research instrument
was a questionnaire, whose validity was tested using Cronbach's alpha (o = 0.81)::Data
analysis was conducted using one-sample t-tests, Friedman tests, and path analysis.The
results of the study indicate that tourism entrepreneurship significantly influences the
physical, socio-cultural, environmental, and economic dimensions. The most important
factors affecting the physical dimension include the use of new architectural styles and
technologies in housing, as well as increased competition for the ownership of pristine and
scenic lands in the foothills and riverbanks. Furthermore, the results of path analysis
reveal that the socio-cultural index has the highest impact on tourism entrepreneurship,
with a standardized beta coefficient of (0.293).
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

One of the most important aspects of
tourism entrepreneurship in rural areas is the
use of cultural heritage and natural resources
as tourist attractions. This process can help in
the reconstruction of rural areas, as tourist
demand for experiencing local cultures,
handicrafts, traditional architecture, and
natural attractions creates an incentive for the
preservation and revitalization of these
resources. Specifically, tourism projects can
assist in the protection of the environment and
natural resources such as forests, mountains,
and lakes.

Accordingly, this study aims to examine the
effects of tourism entrepreneurship on the
reconstruction of rural spaces in the Avaj
district of Qazvin province, providing an
image of rural reconstruction through tourism
entrepreneurship. The rural settlements in this
region, due to their natural (e.g., pristine
beauty, hot springs, mineral springs, caves,
etc.) and cultural attributes, have high
potential for attracting tourists. On the other
hand, these capabilities have led to the
expansion of wvilla and second-home
construction in the studied villages, which has
created employment opportunities for locals
in various sectors of the construction industry.
This has resulted in extensive reconstruction
transformations in these areas in terms of
economic, social, and other dimensions.

Methodology

This study is applied in terms of its
objective and descriptive-analytical in terms
of its nature. The geographical scope of the
research includes 11 tourism-oriented villages
with attractions in the Avaj district (Qazvin
province). The statistical population consists
of 2,546 rural households residing in these
villages, and the sample size, based on
Cochran's adjusted formula with a sampling
error of 0.05, was determined to be 250
households. The main research tool is a

questionnaire, with both open and closed-
ended questions. Open-ended questions
include items such as gender, age, education,
and similar aspects, while closed-ended
questions use a five-point Likert scale
(ranging from very low to very high) to
measure the impacts of tourism on the
reconstruction of the studied villages. The
validity of the research tool was confirmed
through feedback from university professors,
following necessary revisions. The reliability
of the questionnaire, measured using
Cronbach's alpha, was found to be 0.81,
indicating a high level of confidence. Given
the number of households in the studied
villages and the calculated sample size,
approximately — one  questionnaire  was
distributed for every ten households. Finally,
the collected data were analyzed using SPSS
software, with descriptive and inferential
statistical methods  (one-sample  t-test,
Friedman test, and path analysis) employed
for data analysis.

Results and discussion

The reconstruction of rural spaces in the
studied region, due to the development of
tourism entrepreneurship, as revealed by the
one-sample t-test, indicates that the calculated
mean across all dimensions (economic, socio-
cultural, physical, and environmental) is
higher than the desired threshold value (3).
The results of ranking the examined
dimensions (economic, socio-cultural,
physical, and environmental) using the
Friedman test show that the physical
dimension, with a mean rank of 4.93, and the
socio-cultural dimension, with a mean rank of
3.95, are the most significant indicators of the
impact of tourism entrepreneurship on the
reconstruction of the studied villages.

Furthermore, the results of regression
analysis indicate a significant relationship
between tourism entrepreneurship and the
reconstruction of rural spaces in the studied
settlements. The regression model results
show that tourism entrepreneurship explains
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71.3% of the changes in rural reconstruction.
Additionally, the explained variance results
for the linear regression model suggest that all
four components (economic, socio-cultural,
physical, and environmental)  exhibit
significant differences at the 99% confidence
level. Among the dimensions, the socio-
cultural component, with a beta coefficient of
0.293, has the most direct impact on rural
reconstruction in the region, while the
economic component, with a beta coefficient
of 0.093, has the least impact.

Conclusion

The findings of the research indicate that the
greatest impact of tourism entrepreneurship is
observed in the physical dimension. The main
reason for this can be attributed to the
development of road infrastructure and
increased interactions between the tourist-
friendly villages of the region and urban
areas, as well as the growing attention these
villages have received from migrants over the
years for leisure purposes. This has led to an
increase in the construction of second homes
for tourism and their impact on attracting
infrastructural ~ services such as road
improvement and asphalting, water and gas
pipeline installation, and similar
developments. Finally, the results of ranking
the sample villages based on the significance
of tourism entrepreneurship components,
using the Kruskal-Wallis test, indicate that the
villages of Mashaneh, Arteshabad, and Hesar
Vali-Asr have the highest mean ranks across
all dimensions of tourism entrepreneurship
among the studied villages. In contrast, the
villages of Abbasabad and Mansour have the
lowest mean ranks.
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