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Article Info Abstract

Micro-agricultural activities are carried out as a side and complementary activity with
characteristics such as small farm size, personal ownership, provision of basic needs,
stable income and employment, low cost, local supply and regional micro-farming along
with the main activity of rice cultivation. Purpose of this research is to determine the
effects of micro-agricultural activities in the economic development of the villages of
Astana Ashrafieh. The Descriptive-analytical research method and required information is
obtained through documentary sources and field studies. The statistical population of the
research is the users of 16 villages with the largest (30 hectares and more) cultivated area
in the two central and Kiashahr parts of Astana Ashrafieh County. Therefore, 350 people
active in the field of micro-agricultural activities were selected as a statistical sample
using random-quota sampling. The findings showed that the effects of micro-agricultural
activities in the economic development of the sample villages were high, so that the
weighted average in the economic welfare index was 4.00, economic security was 4.01,
and employment quality was 4.03. There is a relationship between micro-agricultural
activities with an increase in income of 0.315 and with employment of 0.293, which is
significant with a confidence level of 99% and an error of 0.01, and the effects of micro-
agricultural activities in the economic development of the beneficiary villages Vectoring
as a side activity is significant. Granting low-interest banking facilities, building local
markets, forming a value chain, building conversion and complementary industries are
practical solutions for the development of micro-agricultural activities.

91-T sabed

20Z 493UIM ‘BT 3NSS| ‘G BLUNJOA
SIS3U_L W) PaloedIXa Sa|oIIy

Keywords: Village, Micro-Agricultural Activities, Sustainable Employment, Increasing Income,
Astane Ashrafieh County

Cite this article:
Monajjemi Lahijani, F., Pourramzan, E., & Amar, T. (2024). Explaining the Effects of Micro-Agricultural Activities in the Economic
Development of Rural Settlement in Astana Ashrafieh County. Journal of Economic Geography Research, 5 (18), 1-16.

https://doi.org/10.30470/jegr.2024.2024997.1161

2821-2266 © University of Zanjan.
This is an open access article under the CC BY-NC/4.0/License (https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/).



mailto:pourramzan@iaurasht.ac.ir
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/

Economic Geography Research, Vol 5, Issue 18, 1-16, Winter 2024.

Extended Abstract

Introduction

Micro-agricultural activities are a type of
family exploitation and include activities that
take place alongside the main activity of the
villagers, which is rice cultivation. This form
of activity is carried out by the family
workforce, in small-sized and small-scale
lands of less than two to three thousand
square meters and for about nine to ten
months of the year, so that its economic
effects are very appropriate and significant
considering the sales market. The expansion
of micro-agricultural activities in the peri-
urban villages of Astana Ashrafieh has had a
positive effect on the economy and rural
development of this area, so that it has led to
an increase in the income and employment of
the villagers. Also, these activities preserve
and improve the city's natural resources and
environment, because micro-farming pollutes
the environment less due to less use of
chemicals and higher productivity. Based on
this, it can be stated that the expansion of
micro-agricultural activities in the villages of
Astana Ashrafieh is of great importance and
the need for proper attention and support is
felt in order to achieve sustainable rural
development.

Methodology

In terms of practical purpose, the nature of
this research is descriptive and analytical, and in
terms of data collection, it is quantitative and
qualitative. Its information has been obtained
through documentary sources and field studies
in the form of a questionnaire tool. The
statistical population of the current research is
16 villages with the largest area under
cultivation of micro-agricultural activities in the
city of Astana Ashrafieh, in order to determine
the effects of micro-agricultural activities in the
economic development of the villages of Astana
Ashrafieh, a quota random sampling method
was used. Based on this, 350 people who
benefited in this field were selected as a
statistical sample and completed the
questionnaire. Data analysis was performed
through descriptive and inferential statistics and
data processing with SPSS software.

Results and discussion

In order to determine the economic effects
of micro-agricultural activities in the rural
settlements of Astana Ashrafieh, three
indicators of economic well-being, economic
security and employment quality have been
used. Economic well-being is one of the
important factors that have the greatest impact
on doing micro-agricultural activities and
improving the economy of rural households.
In order to measure the impact of micro-
agricultural activities on the economic well-
being of the benefiting villagers, 15 items
have been used, which show the high impact
of this activity on the desired index, so that
among the items examined, the effect of
farming and producing agricultural products
on increasing the family's well-being With an
average of 4.06, the effect of cultivation and
production of agricultural products on family
employment with an average of 4.05 and the
effect of cultivation and production of
agricultural products on increasing family
income with an average of 4.04 are ranked
first to third. The measurement of the impact
of micro-agricultural activities on the
economic security of the rural households of
Astana Ashrafieh city was carried out using 4
items, based on the results obtained, the
impact of banks' support through the payment
of facilities on the economic security of
farmers with an average of 4.10 in the rank
First, the effect of product price fluctuations
on the economic security of farmers is ranked
fourth in terms of effectiveness with an
average of 3.97.Micro-agricultural activities
have also had a great impact on the quality of
employment of the beneficiary households, so
that this index with 3 items, the effect of
cultivation and production of agricultural
products on the savings of villagers with an
average of 4.07, the variety of jobs created
from the cultivation and production of
agricultural products with an average 4.04 and
the level of satisfaction with the income from
cultivation and production of agricultural
products was measured with an average of
3.97, which shows the high impact of micro-
agricultural activities on the quality of
employment of households active in this
family exploitation method.
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Conclusion

There is a relationship between micro-
agricultural activities with an increase in
income by 0.315 and with employment by
0.293, which is significant with a confidence
level of 99% and an error of 0.1, and micro-
agricultural activities in the economic
development of beneficiary villages as a Side
activity has a significant role. Granting low-
interest banking facilities, building local
markets and marketing networks, forming
value chains, building conversion and
complementary industries are some of the
ways to expand this activity.
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