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ABSTRACT

ARTICLEINFO

Background and Aim: Criminologists have primarily focused on
identifying crimes and their causes in urban areas, while criminal
activities in rural areas have received less attention. However, in
recent years, there has been a noticeable increase in criminal
behavior in rural communities. This study aims to analyze the
occurrence of criminal activities in rural settlements of Zanjan
Province.

Methodology: This research is applied and developmental in
nature and follows a descriptive-analytical approach. The
statistical population of the study consists of crimes that occurred

Article type:
Research Paper

Received: in rural areas of Zanjan Province in 2019. To gather the necessary
27 May 2024 . ;
Received in revised form: data, both documentary and field methods were used. Data analysis
30 August 2024 was conducted using Pearson correlation tests and the Analytic
Accepted: Hierarchy Process (AHP).

30 September 2024 Results: The findings indicate that Khodabandeh County has the

Available online:
7 November 2024

Keywords:
Criminology,
Rural Settlements,
Zanjan Province.

highest proportion of rural crimes in the province. The counties of
Zanjan and Abhar rank next. The most frequent crimes in the rural
areas of the province were thefts, followed by assault, fighting, and
public crimes against property and individuals.

Conclusion: The occurrence of crimes in rural areas showed the
highest correlation with the unemployment rate. There was also a
significant correlation between the accessibility of rural
settlements to facilities and infrastructure and the occurrence of
rural crimes. Therefore, improving employment conditions and
fostering entrepreneurship is a key strategy for increasing the
income of rural residents, improving their livelihoods, and
enhancing security in rural settlements.
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