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In the present era, land planning has become a suitable method for planning and
Received: development in countries. In this regard, one of its main goals is wise management for
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purpose and descriptive-analytical in terms of research method. The method of
collecting data and information was library, documentary and survey. The statistical
population of the research is a group of experts and specialists in the field of urban and
regional planning who were selected through purposive sampling. In order to analyze
the information obtained, cross-effects analysis was used in Micmac software. The
results of this research indicate that technology, global oil prices, foreign policy, and the
pattern of international interactions have been identified as key factors with high
importance and uncertainty, and 8 scenarios indicating the future development of the
province have been identified.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

In recent decades, the emergence of regional inequality and lack of existence has led to weakness and lack of
proper development in these areas. In these peripheral and marginal areas, which are located far from the
center, with a large scope and a level of poverty, inequality and double non-existence compared to other local
centers of the country, planning and presentation are required. Integrated regional development and
development is one of the axes of attention of developing societies today, and pursuing an approach to improve
and elevate the living standards of people in less developed areas is one of its goals. Among them, one of the
most important tools and factors for achieving integrated and comprehensive development is land use planning.
One of the approaches that helps planners in this path is a new approach called futures research. In today's
world, which is always characterized by uncertainty, innovation, and change, planners are increasingly seeking
to employ various forms of approaches that are largely future-oriented in order to take fundamental steps in
responding to the challenges and concerns created by contemporary developments, the competitive landscape
between cities, the sustainable development agenda, the transformation of urban governance, and so on. With
the increase in changes and transformations in recent years and the continuous emergence of new issues in the
global community, the heavy shadow of uncertainties, and the emergence of discontinuous and surprising
events, the existence of a futures research approach in the national and regional planning system is more
necessary than ever. Khuzestan Province, considering its existing capacities for comprehensive growth and
development, has not grown as it should and unexpected conditions have arisen, and is therefore considered
one of the deprived and underdeveloped regions of the country. Therefore, the main concern and issue of the
present study is to identify and analyze the variables affecting the development of Khuzestan Province in order
to eliminate deprivations and develop Khuzestan Province. Therefore, this study aims to identify the drivers
affecting the future development of Khuzestan Province and seeks to answer the following questions: 1. What
are the drivers and key factors for the development of the province? 2. What scenarios are in the path of
development and planning of the province?

Study Area

Khuzestan Province is located between 23 degrees and 17 minutes to 99 degrees and 0 minutes north latitude
from the equator and 97 degrees and 96 minutes to 16 degrees and 99 minutes east longitude from the
Greenwich meridian in southwestern Iran and on the coast of the Persian Gulf and is considered one of the
main centers of oil and gas production in Iran. Khuzestan borders Lorestan Province to the north, Chaharmahal
and Bakhtiari and Kohgiluyeh and Boyer Ahmad provinces to the northeast and east, Bushehr Province to the
southeast, the Persian Gulf to the south, and Iraq to the west. Khuzestan is one of the most ancient and civilized
regions in the world and is considered one of the oldest civilized lands of mankind. Pleasant sunshine, abundant
water, high-quality soil, and hardworking people have made the region one of the most productive parts of Iran.
Industry, like agriculture, has a long history, and in prehistoric times, all kinds of pottery and jars were made in
the province, and there were rich mines such as oil, gas, salt, sulfur, etc. in this region. Khuzestan province also
contains the oldest building of ancient Iran (Chughazanbil Susa), which is comparable to the Egyptian
pyramids with its amazing dimensions. The Abadan refinery and the petrochemical plants of Bandar Imam and
Mahshahr, etc. are among the oil-related industries in this province. In general, it has three important tasks in
the national division of labor. The first and perhaps the most important task in the national division of labor is
the production of oil and gas. Second, creating entry and exit points for a single commodity and distributing it
throughout the country through important ports such as Imam Khomeini Port and Abadan-Khormashhar, and
ultimately producing non-seasonal commercial agricultural products for the entire country, especially for the
northern half of the country, which is unable to produce such products during the cold seasons.

Material and Methods

The present study is applied and, considering that it seeks to discover the drivers and scenarios of the
development of Khuzestan Province, it is exploratory in terms of purpose and using a futures research
approach. In the present study, the documentary-library method was used to collect data. The statistical
population of the study consisted of 22 experts and specialists in the field of urban development and regional
planning who were selected using a non-probability, targeted and snowball method. In this study, a
questionnaire was prepared with the participation of 22 experts. This questionnaire was designed in such a way
that the variables in the rows affect the variables in the columns (cross-effects matrix). The degree of
relationship between the variables is determined by numbers between zero (least effect) and three (highest
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effect). Then, the obtained matrix was entered into the Migmak software environment to perform calculations
and analyze the data.

Result and Discussion

In recent years, we have witnessed many changes and transformations at the global level, which have created
new issues and challenges. One of the main challenges facing each region is the existence of uncertainties that
cast a heavy shadow on the future development of the regions. Therefore, identifying the variables affecting the
development of regions is very fundamental and important in regional planning. In this regard, identifying the
key factors driving the development of the province in order to face uncertainties and develop future
development scenarios is vital. The present study was written with the aim of identifying the drivers and key
factors affecting the development of Khuzestan Province using a futures research approach. After reviewing the
theoretical literature, exploratory studies and situation assessment were conducted. Then, the development
vision of the province was developed in line with the fundamental goals. The Delphi method was used to
identify the drivers. The results of the research showed that, considering the level of importance and
uncertainty, three drivers: technology, global oil prices, foreign policy, and the pattern of international
interactions have been identified as key factors with high importance and uncertainty. Therefore, the mentioned
drivers are of great importance in the development of the province and, due to their high uncertainty, should be
considered in the future development of the province.

Conclusion

Revealing the changes resulting from trade and a dynamic economy that depend on establishing sustainable
relations with other countries in the region is one of the basic needs in management and planning for the
growth and expansion of Khuzestan Province. Another important point is that paying attention to the
sustainability and development of border cities will cause the existing issues and problems such as: inequality
and poverty, reduced quality of life, housing and physical development, unemployment and false employment,
and crime and corruption to be reduced more than before. Therefore, paying attention to sustainability and
establishing continuous connections with regional countries and pursuing policies to increase and strengthen
these connections is vital and of great importance for the development and achievement of planning goals in
Khuzestan Province. Finally, it can be acknowledged that the development of Khuzestan Province in the future
depends on paying special attention to the key factors identified. When the development process, obstacles and
limitations ahead and the existing solutions to deal with them are identified, introduced and analyzed, achieving
growth and development in the province is possible.

Key words: Foresight, Land use planning, Development, Khuzestan.
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