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ABSTRACT

As carriers of cultural values and information in different dimensions, the media plays a vital
role in achieving comprehensive development in all societies, especially in the marginal areas
of less developed countries, which can affect various aspects of development. The present
study is an analysis of the role of the national media in promoting the cultural and social
development of the villagers with an emphasis on the provincial TV channel (case study:
central part of Hamoon Township). The purpose of this research is to investigate the role of
television as a national media, especially Hamoon provincial TV channel, in improving the
level of cultural and social development in the central part of Hamoon Township. The
statistical population of the research is 96 villages located in the central part of Hamoon
Township, which has a population of 27545 people (7096 household). The sample community
consists of six villages of Ebrahim Abad, Bahram Abad, Dak Dahmardeh, Siah Poshte,
Firoozehee, Sekoohe, which have a favorable position compared to other vallages in this
sector in terms of access to the national media and Hamoon provincial TV channel and
receiving the full signal. A total of 812 rural households lives in the villages. The sample size
was determined based on Cochran’s formula of 260 people and the sample selection is random
according to the population of the villages. The tool used in the survey method is a
questionnaire. To analyze the data obtained from the questionnaire, statistical tests were used
in SPSS software. In this research, descriptive statistics methods have been used to describe
the collected data and information. In the inferential statistics department, after confirming the
normality of the data, Simple T-Tests Pearson’s correlation and Friedman’s ranking test were
used to rank the effectiveness of the investigated factors in the cultural development of the
villagers. The results show that according to the respondents, Hamoon provincial TV channel
with an average of 3.14 and a standard deviation of 0.33 has a great role in promoting the
cultural and social development of the villagers in the region. Also, the level of residents’
satisfaction with the activity of the Hamoon TV channel is low with an average of 2.88 and a
standard deviation of 0.17. Finally, the results show that this network can have a great impact
in promoting the cultural and social development of the villagers in the study area, provided
that the programs of the provincial network are appropriate to the culture and customs of the
villagers.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

The media in the rural areas of less developed countries, if targeted and appropriate to the local and traditional
conditions of the communities, are taken into consideration and used, they will play a positive and decisive role
in the rural development process. Among the types of mass media, television has become one of the sources of
forming the power of public will with its influence and expansion in people's daily lives. The culture of the
rural community is strongly influenced by the media, therefore, the need to pay attention to the effect of
television as a national media in strengthening the cultural and social structure of the villagers seems necessary.
The central District is one of the Districts of Hamoon Township in Sistan region. This District includes the two
Counties of Lotak and Mohammadabad. According to the attentions of the years after this region became a city,
the facilities and infrastructures of this region have been accompanied by relative development and it has
become a kind of deprivation. Considering the importance of the media in improving the level of cultural and
social development of the villagers of this sector, some villages are not in a suitable condition in this regard.
The purpose of this research is to investigate the role of television as a national media, especially Hamoon
provincial Chnnel, in improving the level of cultural and social development in the central District of Hamoon
Township.

Study Area

Hamoon Township is located in the north of Sistan and Baluchestan province. This Township is adjacent to
Zahak Township from the east, Zabol Township and Nimroz Township from the north, Nimroz Township from
the west, and Zahedan Township and Afghanistan from the south. The area of Hamon Township is 4987 square
kilometers. The studied area, the central Distraict of Hamon Township, has two Counties (Mohammadabad and
Lotak) and 96 inhabited villages, and according to the 2015 census, this district has 7096 households and 26323
people.

Material and Methods

According to the nature of the problem and subject under investigation, the present research is descriptive and
analytical. The method of collecting field data is based on a questionnaire. The statistical population of the
research is 96 villages located in the central part of Hamoon Township, which has a population of 27,545
people (7,096 households). The sample community consists of 5 villages of Ibrahim Abad, Bahram Abad, Dek
Dehmardeh, Firouzaei and Se Kohe, which has a population of 3013 people and 812 rural households, and the
sample size is 260 people based on the Kochran formula. To measure the validity of the questionnaire, using
the face validity method and the reliability of the questionnaire using Cronbach's alpha test, 0.850 was
obtained. To analyze the data, one-sample t-tests, Pearson's correlation and Friedman's ranking test were used.
To answer the research questions, a questionnaire about the role of the provincial network on promoting the
cultural and social development of the villagers in the central district of Hamoon Township was prepared in the
form of a Likert scale. The studied indicators include two parts: the role of the Hamon provincial Channel and
the level of residents' satisfaction with the Channels activity.

Result and Discussion

The obtained results show that, according to the respondents of Hamoon provincial network, with an average of
3.14 and a standard deviation of 0.33, it has a great role in promoting the cultural and social development of the
villagers of the study area. By examining the indicators, the results show that the Hamoon Channel has the
greatest impact on strengthening cultural identity with an average of 3.92 and the least impact on increasing
social capital with an average of 2.56 on promoting the cultural and social development of the villagers in the
study area. Also, the results show that the level of satisfaction of the residents with the activity of the Hamoon
Channel has a low level with an average of 2.88 and a standard deviation of 0.17. Among the studied indices,
the index of improving artistic skills with an average of 3.29 and a standard deviation of 0.66 has the highest
level of satisfaction, and the index of increasing social capital with an average of 1.96 and a standard deviation
of 0.29 has obtained the lowest level of satisfaction. The average role of Hamoon provincial Channel in
promoting cultural and social development in the studied area is larger than average and at a relatively high
level. With 95% confidence, we can conclude that the role of Hamoon provincial Channel in promoting
development is statistically significant with an average of 3.14 and an average difference of 0.14 with a t-value
of 6.97 in the studied community. The average role of the Hamoon provincial Channel in promoting cultural
and social development in the study area in the number of cases investigated, such as increasing social capital,
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increasing the level of awareness, strengthening cultural identity and improving technical skills, increasing
social capital and increasing the level of awareness; It is below average and at a relatively low level. Of course,
overall satisfaction is also below average.

Conclusion

he results show the role of the Hamoon Channel in promoting cultural and social development. And preserving
cultural places has a positive and effective role. Also, this network has achieved less effectiveness in the field
of increasing social capital, increasing the level of awareness and improving technical skills from the point of
view of the villagers. The opinion of the respondents of this network has less role and effect in the development
of these indicators. The results of the survey of the indicators of residents' satisfaction with the network activity
showed that, in the field of improving artistic skills and improving the culture of using and preserving cultural
places Hamoon network has played a positive and decisive influence and role in the process of cultural and
social development of the villagers and it can be said that this network plays a role in these two fields. It has
acted purposefully and in accordance with the local and traditional conditions of the studied communities.
Also, this network has performed poorly in the field of increasing social capital, improving technical skills,
increasing the level of awareness and strengthening cultural identity, and the residents of this The fields were
not satisfied with the activity of our network. It can be said that to some extent this network in these fields is
purposeful and does not work according to the native and traditional conditions of the studied communities and
the amount of its activities is not evaluated positively. The general results obtained from examining the role of
Hamoon provincial network in promoting development and the level of satisfaction with network activity show
that there is a gap between the residents' expectations and perceptions of the activity. Hamoon Channel has
differences and according to the averages, it can be said that Hamoon Channel has not met the expectations of
the villagers.

Key words: National media, cultural development, social development, provincial TV channel, Hamoon
Township.
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