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Regional planning is defined as a collaborative effort for policy-making, organizing,
Received: exploiting, and optimally using regional resources and potentials, in accordance with the
2411012024 needs and priorities, in order to raise the standard of living of the people of the region.
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01/01/2025 The aim of the present study, in addition to identifying the effective factors and key
Accepted: drivers in the development of Kermanshah Province, is to identify and analyze the
05/01/2025 relationships between these factors with a futures approach and identify and analyze
Publisher online: possible and desirable scenarios in the development of the province. Futures techniques,
20/01/2025 including the Delphi technique, structural interaction analysis, and scenario writing, were
used to analyze and process the data. To collect the required data, 38 factors and
variables affecting the development of the province in the five dimensions of regional
development (political, socio-cultural, economic, managerial, and natural) were extracted
in the design of a researcher-made questionnaire. In the next stage, using the mutual
effects technique (structural analysis method), the variables were scored and analyzed in
the MICMA software environment. Finally, the driving and key factors of regional
development were selected according to the impact and impactability score. The results
of the ranking of variables and drivers effective in the development of Kermanshah
province showed that the variables: low human development indicators, justice-centered
service and promotion of human resources, unemployment growth rate, infrastructure
and tourism development services (nature tourism, religious, sacred defense, etc.),
relations with foreign neighbors (reciprocity-cooperation), improving border security in
cooperation with neighboring provinces bordering Iraqg, the existence of potentials of the
border economy, the province's relative advantages in economic fields, especially oil,
gas, and commerce, are the 8 variables that have obtained the highest scores. Also, the
variable of low human development indicators and improving border security in
Keywords: cooperation with neighboring provinces bordering Iraq have been selected as the most
Regional development, effective drivers. Overall, the results of the Wizard scenario writing have shown that
Wizard scenario, Futures there are 2 strong scenarios, 21 plausible scenarios, and 68 weak scenarios for the
studies, Kermanshah province.; development of Kermanshah province.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

In recent years, different foresight programs have frustrated urban and regional planning with environmental
forecasting methods and have been driven to use the tools of building a favorable future. On other hand
Regional planning is defined as a collaborative effort for policymaking, organization, exploitation and optimal
use of regional resources and potentials, in accordance with needs and priorities, in order to raise the living
standards of the people of the region. is The aim of the current research is to identify the effective factors and
key drivers in the development of Kermanshah province, investigate the relationships between these factors
with a forward-looking approach and identify and analyze possible and desirable scenarios in the development
of the province. In other words by recognizing and understanding the factors that contribute to regional
development and formulating plans for achieving sustainable development, regions can take essential steps
towards closing the gap between them. These disparities manifest as a reflection of various elements, such as
environmental factors, political economy, shortcomings in spatial planning systems, insufficient integrated
territorial management, and a lack of coordination among responsible organizations involved in spatial and
regional development.

Study Area

Kermanshah Province has an area of 24,640 square kilometers and a population of 1,952,434 people.the center
of this province is the city of Kermanshah, which is located in western Iran. It is bordered by Kurdistan
Province to the north, Hamadan Province to the east, Lorestan and llam Provinces to the southeast and south,
and Irag country (with a 330-kilometer international border) to the west. Kermanshah Province has 14 counties,
35 cities, 31 districts, and a large number of rural districts and villages, with a population of 1,952,434 people.

Material and Methods

The present research is based on an exploratory-applied research method. The research process is such that the
present research has collected the required data and information libraries in two ways. Articles, theses,
dissertations, books, plans, and reports related to the topic have been collected and studied to review and
identify the basics, concepts, and variables related to the topic. In order to analyze and process data, future
research techniques, including technique and scenario writing, have been used. To collect the required data, 38
factors and variables influencing the development of the province in the five dimensions of regional
development (political, socio-cultural, economic, managerial and natural) were extracted by designing a
researcher-made questionnaire. In the next step, using the mutual effects technique (structural analysis method),
the variables were scored and analyzed in the MIC MAC software environment. Finally, the drivers and key
factors of regional development were selected according to the impact score.

Result and Discussion

The ranking results of variables and drivers effective in the development of Kermanshah province have shown
that the variables: low human development indicators, central justice in the service and promotion of human
resources, unemployment growth rate, tourism development infrastructure and services (nature tourism) ,
religious, sacred defense, etc.), communication with foreign neighbors (confrontation-cooperation),
improvement of border security in cooperation with neighboring provinces bordering Iraq, the existence of
border economy potentials, relative advantages of the province in the field Economic factors, especially oil,
gas, and commerce are the 8 variables that have gained the most points. Finally, the variable of low human
development indicators and improvement of border security in cooperation with the neighboring provinces
bordering Iraq have been selected as the most effective drivers. Wizard scenario writing results have shown that
there are 2 strong scenarios, 21 believable scenarios and 68 weak scenarios for the development of Kermanshah
province.

Conclusion

The overall results show that the elements of strong scenarios suitable for the development of Kermanshah
province include the following: raising development indicators through appropriate investment; promoting
justice-oriented policies; seeking to increase investment and construction; increasing the space related to
tourism; improving border security; laying the groundwork for promoting cooperation with neighbors;
improving potential conditions and utilizing actual economic potential; and large-scale and infrastructure
investments to utilize existing potential.

Key words: Regional Development, Vizard scenario, futures research, Kermanshah Province.
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