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The return of panpsychism to emergentism in explaining consciousness
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S : The explanation of consciousness in the philosophical literature over the past decade has mainly
upervenience

revolved between two perspectives: emergentism and panpsychism. This article aims to explain
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Mahdi Homazadeh. Iranian Insti- what idea emergentism is based on and describe some of its important divisions. Then, by men-

tute of Philosophy, Tehran, Iran tioning some acceptable examples of emergent phenomena among scientists, this investigation ex-
Email: Mhomazade@gmail.com amines the property of phenomenal consciousness as an emergent reality and discusses some basic
ambiguities against it. In the following, this article defines the panpsychism perspective as a cur-
rent competitor to emergentism and a solution to its explanatory gap, introducing its upgraded and
newer version, which has escaped the “combination problem”. Then, this article will highlight the
explanatory ambiguity present in the relationship of supervenience, which underpins emergentism.
Similarly, it will discuss the ambiguity in the latest version of panpsychism. Furthermore, the ar-

ticle will address the mystification and uncertainty surrounding the distinction between micro and

macro levels of consciousness, as well as the definition of fundamental truths at the micro level.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Emergentism mainly involves and is defined by the su- ties (say, physical properties). In other words, two pos-
pervenience relationship, which indicates that differences sible worlds with identical physical properties will have
in one set of properties (such as mental properties) are identical mental properties.

impossible without differences in another set of proper- In various versions of emergentism, “complexity” is a
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key concept, meaning that in a hierarchical structure of
reality, complexity at lower levels leads to the emergence
of higher levels and emergent facts that cannot be ex-
plained in terms of lower levels. For example, the mass
should be considered a non-emergent property since the
total mass of a bronze statue (or any other object) equals
the algebraic sum of the masses of its constituent parts.
However, emergent properties are not entirely decom-
posable into components and represent something more
than the sum of the parts. For example, the property of
fluidity in liquids is related to the entire system, and each
individual water molecule does not have this property.
For example, the property of elasticity, which is related to
the entire polymer system, and each individual monomer
does not have this property.

Panpsychism was originally proposed as an alternative to
emergentism, two theories that some philosophers believe
we should choose between if we are to take the explana-
tion of consciousness seriously. Undeniably, the ambigu-
ity of how consciousness emerges from the complexity
of unconscious particles has led some to the view that
consciousness exists in identicalfundamental particles
and is not supposed to emerge all at once and suddenly
from a complex combination of a set of unconscious par-
ticles. Obviously, since fundamental particles exist not
only in conscious organisms but also in and shape all ob-
jects, they consider consciousness to be widespread and
present in everything. However, assuming experience is
fundamental, we are left with no idea why experience is
at the fundamental stage. Nevertheless, that is the case

with any fundamental theory.

Methods

The method of this research was library studies.

Results

Notably, panpsychism does not necessarily mean that

elementary particles or molecules each have minds and
consciousness. In a popular version of panpsychism,
macro-phenomenal truths are constituted by micro-phe-
nomenal truths. Obviously, instead of the micro-physical
truths in the common physicalist view, micro-phenome-
nal truths are assumed to be the basis of macro-phenom-
enal truths. Micro-phenomenal truths are actually inter-
nal properties of particles that cannot be ascertained and
measured by the physical sciences. Russell’s perspective,
which underpins panpsychism, suggests that in science,
we can only measure the external characteristics of ob-
jects, such as volume, shape, color, and the like. Howev-
er, physical particles, in addition to external and relative
properties, also have intrinsic properties that are not cap-
tured by physical science. Thus, consciousness is con-
sidered as an internal property/state of particles that, like
external fundamental properties (such as mass, electric
charge, and the like), is one of the fundamental properties
of the world and, accordingly, should be recognized as
micro-phenomenal facts. Therefore, macro-phenomenal
facts are not the result of external and relational proper-
ties, as micro-physical facts, but rather the result of the
internal properties of particles, as micro-phenomenal
facts.

The constitution-based version considers macro-phe-
nomenal truths to be constituted by micro-phenomenal
truths. Thus, consciousness is also a fundamental entity
at the lowest level of the universe, present in all beings in
some way. This version, of course, faces a serious prob-
lem called the “combination problem”, which is actually
the question of how several separate experiences of dif-
ferent objects can be combined and lead to a single, dis-
tinct experience. How does phenomenal consciousness,
a unified thing, arise from the assembly of micro-con-
sciousnesses? How do multiple subjects in several mi-
crophenomenal truths unite in a single subject (such as a

human with a macrophenomenal experience)? What will
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the relationship of multiple subjects to the single subject
after the combination?.

However, the version based on the supervenience rela-
tion does not define the phenomenal consciousness as
constituted at the micro level and is not consideredto be
located at the micro level. Instead, the connection and
interaction between conscious entities at the micro level
causes consciousness to emerge at the animal and human
levels. Thus, the supervenience relation replaces the con-
stitution relation, and emergence is once again proposed.
Definitely, emergentist panpsychists consider themselves
superior to mere emergentism because emergent phe-
nomena are of the same type as basic truths, and at the
basic level, the complexity of micro-consciousness leads
to the emergence of phenomenal macro-consciousness.
Whereas mere emergentism considers the basic level to
be neurobiological, the complexities of which will lead
to the emergence of consciousness. Naturally, the type
of consciousness is entirely different from the type of
facts related to the neuronal and chemical levels, and it
is challenging to explain how a particular type of brain
arrangement and complexity leads to the emergence of
consciousness. According to this view, if the facts of
the basic level are also of the type of consciousness, the
emergence of phenomenal macro-consciousness from
the complexity of that basic level is more acceptable and
explainable. They argue that we can only overcome the
explanatory problem by assuming that human and animal
consciousness emerges from more fundamental forms of

consciousness.

Conclusion

Opponents point out that the supervenience relation
merely claims that a set of other properties determines a
property; it says nothing about how property B is derived
from property A or how the fact that an object has prop-
erty B can be explained by the fact that it has property A?

r~
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Unquestionably, opponents argue that the supervenience
is nothing more than a kind of covariation between the
supervein property and the basic property of superve-
nience. Accordingly, this explanation falls short of clari-
fying the relationship between these two properties. The
relationship is so broad that it allows for multiple inter-
pretations and fails to illustrate how a mental property
emerges from a physical one. Is this problem also present
in panpsychism? We have seen that panpsychism was ini-
tially proposed with the motive of considering conscious
properties not as arising from a series of other proper-
ties but as fundamental, inexplicable, and irreducible to
something more basic. However, the combination prob-
lem caused emergentism and supervenience to be reintro-
duced into panpsychism and the macro consciousness of
the newly emerged phenomenon to be explained by the
complexity of a series of basic properties of conscious-
ness. Thus, the same explanatory ambiguity mentioned
above may once again be generalized here. Meanwhile,
talking about a series of micro and fundamental proper-
ties that are not external, such as mass, color, size, and
other properties, but are included among the internal
properties of objects and particles seems mysterious and
inexplicable enough to challenge the explanatory capac-
ity of this view. In the first step, we consider conscious-
ness, along with mass, space-time, electric charge, and
the like, among the world’s fundamental truths. Then, in
the next step and in order to escape the combination prob-
lem, we separate this same consciousness into two micro
and macro levels, where the macro level is experienced
in the form of phenomenal consciousness and the micro
level inevitably remains ambiguous and mysterious, does

not seem promising for an explanatory theory.
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