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Abstract

Celebrity culture is one of the emerging issues of the 21st century. This culture is the product
of mass media and, by its very nature, helps to strengthen mass society. If celebrityism
does not have many consequences for liberal governments, it does have consequences
and challenges in governments where the concentration of power is their most obvious
political characteristic and has a revolutionary-value origin. The government in the Islamic
Republic of Iran is considered a rentier state influenced by the oil economy, and therefore
the concentration of power in it is a given. In many matters, even in cultural matters, the
government considers itself directly responsible for policymaking and spends a lot of
money to produce macro policies in the field of culture. On the other hand, the Iranian
government is based on revolutionary and religious values, so it relies on the sources of the
First Norm with moral and religious characteristics. A category like celebrityism, due to
its individualistic approach, fundamentally has a problem with centralization and does not
accept the interference of political power. On the other hand, the sources of the first norm
have sometimes challenged the government. This research seeks to find an answer to the
fundamental question of what were the challenges of celebrityism for the government in
Iran based on a qualitative content analysis of the positions of Iranian celebrities during the
years 2017 -2019? To achieve the answer, a qualitative content analysis of the Instagram
posts of Iranian celebrities has been used.
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