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ABSTRACT

Saudi Vision 2030 promotes structural economic changes in the country,
transparency, accountability, citizen participation, and more open
economic and social spaces. If successful in the long term, this plan can
reconfigure the relationship between the state and citizenship and
transform the entire political system. This manuscript seeks to answer
the question of what goals Saudi Vision 2030 pursues and what effect it
has on democratization in this country. Relying on concepts of
democratic transition and Giddens' structuration theory as a theoretical
framework, this study aims to understand the relationship between
economic reforms and democratization. The research results indicate
that the goals of designing this document by the Saudi government, in
response to the events of 2014, were to control internal and external
changes, monopolize power, and grant new legitimacy to the regime
both domestically and internationally. In designing this document, the
government showed no inclination toward democratic reforms. The
mismatch between the planned economic development in Vision 2030
and political development in Saudi Arabia’s traditional structure
ultimately suggests that this document cannot chart a path toward
democracy in this country. The data were collected using the desk study
in this research according to the analytical-descriptive approach..
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1. Introduction

In 2016, Saudi Arabia presented its economic, political, and social reform program
under the title Vision 2030. Several technocrats, led by Mohammed bin Salman,
introduced this document to free the country from its single-product economy and
its consequences. Saudi Vision 2030 is considered revolutionary due to its extensive
reforms and foundational programs. Its goal is to create structural economic changes
by reducing dependence on oil, diversifying the economy, and empowering the
private sector. Alongside this vision, the government committed to increasing
transparency, government accountability, and citizen participation in economic and
social spaces. Even though this document is a one-dimensional plan focused on
economic development with little attention to political dimensions, several economic
and social reforms have since been implemented, granting significant freedoms in
the public sphere and rights to women. Meanwhile, Saudi Arabia has faced numerous
internal political challenges, including power struggles within the royal family, the
regime's approach to dissent and reformists, and the growing opposition both
domestically and internationally. This research investigates the effect of Vision 2030
and the accompanying economic and social reforms on democratization in Saudi
Arabia. The Vision 2030 program's structural changes can reconfigure the
relationship between the state and citizens and create more open economic, social,
political, and cultural spaces, leading to political system reconstruction and a
successful democratic transition in the long term. This study raises the question: Can
Saudi Vision 2030 set the country on a path toward democratic transition?

2. Theoretical Framework

This research discusses the impact of Vision 2030 on Saudi Arabia's democratic
transition within the framework of Giddens' theory and raises the question of what
goals Saudi Vision 2030 pursues and whether it can aid in democratizing the country.
The vision, which was adopted following the 2014 crisis, aims to create structural
economic changes in Saudi Arabia. To conceptualize and frame the relationship
between economic reforms and democratization, this study relies on theories of
democratic transition and Giddens' framework, adopting an analytical-descriptive
approach to investigate the relationship between Saudi Arabia's economy and its
political system. The study concludes that while Vision 2030 promises transparency,
accountability, citizen participation, and a degree of economic and social
liberalization that can potentially reconfigure the relationship between citizens and
the state and change the political system in the long term, progress has been slow
despite noticeable changes to date. It also concludes that the economic reforms serve
various objectives for the political system. Primarily, the country is acting to manage
political crises, create new legitimacy domestically and internationally based on
economic development and openness, and improve the regime's image abroad,
especially after the murder of Jamal Khashoggi. Indeed, these reforms are designed
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to reinforce the absolute monarchy with no real plan for democratic development.
The program consolidates power in the hands of King Salman and the Crown Prince
while removing princes who previously controlled various centers of influence
within the royal family and replacing traditional elites loyal to King Abdullah with
new elites loyal to themselves. Therefore, Mohammed bin Salman's policies and
economic reforms ultimately do not lead to democratization.

3.Methodology

This article tries to investigate the main points of connection between the question
and the hypothesis and finally the validity of the hypothesis using the method of
Giddens.

4. Result and discussion

This study argues that the economic and social reforms carried out by Crown Prince
Mohammed bin Salman are superficial, with the regime attempting to adapt to
internal and external changes, maintain stability and continuity, and concentrate
power in the hands of Mohammed bin Salman. Using an analytical-descriptive
approach to understand the impact of Vision 2030 on political reality and
democratization in Saudi Arabia, this manuscript first discusses the concepts of
democratic transition and then examines the political system's influence in Saudi
Arabia and the economic crisis the government faced in 2014, which led to the
release of Vision 2030 and subsequent economic and social reforms that somewhat
opened the public space. It further explores the asymmetry between political and
economic development in Vision 2030, identifying this mismatch as a significant
factor in the failure of democratization in the country under this document. Finally,
it discusses the effect of Vision 2030 on democratization in Saudi Arabia. According
to Giddens' theoretical perspective, Vision 2030 neither follows agent-centered nor
structure-centered approaches in the democratic transition process. Regarding
structure, democracy refers to the institutionalized characteristics of societies or
social systems that have formed and expanded over time and space. In the agent-
centered approach, democratic transition emphasizes the type and nature of the
agents' roles and behaviors and their interactions with each other, the people, and the
government in explaining and understanding the transition to democracy and
political-social transformations and events. However, Vision 2030 fundamentally
has an economic focus and lacks a structured framework for a democratic transition,
such as elections, system restructuring, and increasing the role of the parliament. The
role of limiting or encouraging rules and resources, social contexts and backgrounds,
the state, and the social, cultural, and political structure in understanding individual
and social behaviors.



5. Conclusions & Suggestions

These factors are considered important and decisive in determining human agents'
behaviors. From this viewpoint, the lack of democracy and democratic transition are
analyzed considering the political and socio-cultural red flags and constraints in the
institutionalized structures. Accordingly, each society develops differently from
others, and its political participation is based on its criteria, norms, and historical
conditions. Some societies move more slowly and others more quickly toward
democratic standards. However, it seems that Saudi Arabia faces numerous and
serious obstacles in this path.. .
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