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Abstract
In 1979, the Islamic Revolution took place, heralding many developments and

missions in the domestic and international arenas. One of the missions of the
revolution, stemming from the universal nature of Islam, was the issue of
exporting the revolution, which has been pursued in various models since the time
of the revolution to this day. Exporting the Islamic Revolution was one of the
most important goals and ideals of the discourse of the Islamic Revolution in Iran
and has been pursued in the sub-discourses of fundamentalism and reformism with
various tools and methods. The present article, using the analytical-descriptive
method and utilizing library and internet data, seeks a comparative analysis of the
way in which the principle of exporting the revolution is pursued in the sub-
discourses of fundamentalism and reformism and the outcome of this pursuit,
using discourse theory. The findings of the study indicate that in the post-
revolutionary era, in principled and value-based governments, the export of the
revolution was pursued with greater intensity and sometimes forcibly and within
the framework of the Islamic government, but in reformist and moderate
governments, it was carried out with less intensity and peacefully and within the
framework of the developed government. The assumption of the present article is
that in every valley where the export of the revolution has proceeded in a forcible
and tension-generating direction, it has increased tension and violent and
sometimes aggressive responses from the rivals and enemies of the Islamic
Revolution, and has prepared the ground for extremist groups and governments in
the region.
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Extended Abstract

1. Introduction
The 1979 Islamic Revolution of Iran marked a pivotal moment in Middle Eastern

political history. Among its most enduring objectives was the exportation of
revolutionary ideals—a goal rooted in the universal and supranational nature of Islam.
Since the revolution, successive Iranian governments have approached this mission
differently, depending on their dominant discourse—either fundamentalist or reformist.
This study analyzes how each of these sub-discourses has pursued the export of the
revolution and evaluates the outcomes of their strategies. The research also reflects on
the theoretical basis for such a mission and the domestic and international implications of
different approaches.

2. Theoretical framework

This study uses Ernesto Laclau and Chantal Mouffe’s discourse theory to examine how
meanings are socially constructed through language, symbols, and ideology. Key
concepts such as "nodal points," "floating signifiers," and "articulation" are used to
assess the structure of Iran’s political discourse around the export of the Islamic
Revolution. The revolution itself is treated as a dominant discourse with internal sub-
discourses (fundamentalism and reformism) that shape policy strategies. The article
positions "Exporting the Revolution" as a central nodal point around which varying
interpretations, goals, and tools are articulated differently depending on the prevailing
ideological alignment of the government.

3. Methodology

A descriptive-analytical method was employed, drawing upon qualitative data sourced
from libraries, historical archives, political speeches, and digital databases. The research
compares key political periods in Iran—including the war era, the presidencies of
Mahmoud Ahmadinejad (principlist), Akbar Hashemi Rafsanjani, and Mohammad
Khatami (reformist)—to examine the evolution of revolutionary export strategies. The
analysis focuses on the intensity, methods, and regional impacts of these approaches
across different administrations.

4. Discussion
The study finds that fundamentalist governments pursued the exportation of the Islamic
Revolution with greater intensity and sometimes coercive methods, aiming to establish
ideological influence, particularly in the Islamic world. During Ahmadinejad’s tenure,
the discourse emphasized justice, anti-imperialism, and a return to the revolution's early
values. The export was carried out through ideological outreach, support for resistance
groups, and confrontational diplomacy.

In contrast, reformist and technocratic governments such as those under Rafsanjani
and Khatami adopted softer, more pragmatic strategies. Their discourse was centered on
development, diplomacy, and cultural appeal rather than coercion. The export of the
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revolution was reframed as showcasing Iran as a successful model of Islamic
governance—economically and politically modern, yet rooted in Islamic principles. The
"Dialogue of Civilizations" initiative during Khatami's presidency exemplifies the
reformist method of engagement.

Both approaches reflect consistent adherence to the idea of exporting the revolution,
but they differ significantly in execution and geopolitical implications. Coercive
strategies tended to increase regional tensions and gave rise to violent responses and
counter-radicalism. Conversely, diplomatic and development-centered models fostered
regional integration and improved Iran's global image.

5. Conclusion and Suggestions
The findings affirm that the export of the Islamic Revolution remains a core principle of

Iran’s post-revolutionary foreign policy. However, its implementation has varied by
ideological orientation. Coercive, ideologically driven approaches have often led to
increased hostility and conflict, while pragmatic, cultural, and diplomatic strategies have
yielded more sustainable influence.

To pursue a more rational, peaceful, and effective export strategy, the study
recommends prioritizing cultural diplomacy, soft power, and economic development as
tools of influence. This would align with the foundational views of both Imam Khomeini
and the Supreme Leader, who emphasized non-militaristic, moral, and intellectual
methods. Avoiding militarized or provocative methods would also help mitigate regional
backlash and prevent the rise of extremist counter-forces.

Ultimately, portraying Iran as a successful, just, and democratic Islamic model
through governance, education, and humanitarianism may offer the most credible and
constructive path for exporting the revolution.
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1. Laclau & Mouffe
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