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Abstract

Following the rise of nation-states and nationalist ideologies after the Treaty of
Westphalia, there emerged an era marked by extreme patriotism, xenophobia, and
conflicts among nations—peaking notably during the First and Second World Wars. In
the aftermath, numerous scholars sought ways to bridge divides, foster closer relations
among nations, and develop strategies for cooperation and convergence among
political entities. Among these, convergence theorists proposed various models of
political unity and integration, gradually advancing toward a new, larger transnational
society—exemplified most prominently by the European Union. However, the core
elements and processes of this broader society remain insufficiently articulated within
their theories. As a result, researchers are prompted to ask: what is the meaning, what
are the defining components, and what is the process of transnationalism from the
perspective of convergence theories? To answer this question, an interpretative
(explanatory) research methodology was employed. After establishing a precise
research question, data collection was carried out through documentary and library
research, analyzing the theories of Twenty-eight convergence scholars spanning a
range of perspectives including federalism, confederalism, regionalism, neo-
regionalism, functionalism, neo-functionalism, and post-functionalism. The data were
then subjected to content and thematic analysis to extract the key elements, which
were subsequently organized, systematized, and integrated. The final response to the
main research question revealed that, from the viewpoint of convergence theorists,
transnationalism comprises nine fundamental elements: cognition, value system,
objectives, political will, interactions, transnational sovereignty, transnational society,
efficacy, and loyalty. These elements operate within a cyclical process—gradually,
incrementally, and self-reinforcing—advancing step-by-step over time.
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Extended Abstract

1. Introduction
In response to critiques of nationalism, various international relations theories emerged

during the 20th and 21st centuries—such as liberalism, globalization, and convergence
theories—that aim to reduce inter-state differences and promote shared interests.
Convergence theory seeks to diminish divisive elements like nationalism, strict
sovereignty, and territorial boundaries in favor of collective objectives such as peace and
regional stability through economic, cultural, and political cooperation.

Research Question: What are the concept, elements, and process of transnationalism in
convergence theories within international relations?

2. Theoretical framework
Following post-World War II, convergence theory gained traction as a model for

regional integration, especially in Europe. Its core premise involves reducing nationalist
tendencies in favor of shared goals via regional cooperation.

Despite theoretical differences, convergence theorists agree on several pillars: the
importance of institutions and elites, cross-border political and economic interactions,
and the formation of supranational communities. Convergence not only reduces conflict
but also enables states to address needs beyond national borders. Cooperation expands
when benefits increase, and convergence deepens with interdependence.

Four major schools define convergence theory: federalism, functionalism,
neofunctionalism, and communication theories.

3. Metholology
This study uses an explanatory method to analyze the concept of transnationalism by

extracting elements and processes from convergence-related texts through content and
thematic analysis. Redundant data were removed, and similar themes were grouped to
construct a coherent framework for transnational integration.

4. Discussion
By studying 28 theories in the spectrum of convergence theories, data were extracted that

referred to different elements of convergence and some of these data were also similar to
each other. Therefore, to organize the data, similar data were placed next to each other.
After organizing the data, it is the turn of combining the data. Similar data is removed,
the main and secondary data (element and component) are determined and presented in
Table (1). Also, the convergence process based on the analysis obtained is presented in
Chart (1).
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Table 1: Elements and Components of Transnationalism
Elements Components
Changing Increasing common needs, especially the need for security and survival, increasing
international issues and expanding mutual connections between various actors of international
environment relations (states, organizations and individuals)

New cognition

New value
system
Legitimate
goals

Political will

Interaction

Transnational
sovereignty

New society

Efficiency

Loyalty

Comm
unicati
ons

Increasin
gissues

Needs

New mental image, awareness and self-awareness, learning, common knowledge,
persuading public opinion, new culture, mutual trust and confidence, formation of
new beliefs and ideology of transnationalism

Unification of values, reduction of nationalist inflammations and conflicts and
increasing the possibility of peace, increasing freedom, equality and justice in
society, respect for each other, greater commitment and responsibility, satisfaction
Achieving rewards, obtaining benefits, obtaining welfare (strong economy and
desirable life), reducing costs, becoming more empowered (more powerful),
increasing efficiency

Appropriate ideology and political system (for pursuing goals)

Increasing voluntary cooperation of members, changing the nature of interactions
(win-win), increasing economic exchanges

Reduction of the powers of states, increase of the powers and competences of
transnational institutions, creation of transnational democratic structures,
institutionalization of international law, compliance of members (states and
citizens) with international law, disappearance of artificial national borders

New territorial territory composed of members, formation of a new (supranational)
identity, creation of a sense of attachment, unity and solidarity among members,
increase in international actors, empowerment of members

Achieving goals, responding to needs and expectations, prioritizing solving
transnational problems aly B

More commitment from members (members take more responsibility), advocacy
for the transnational community

N N\
New O\ Newrvalue Legitimate "N, Political Interactio
cognition b autim goals /T will n
=

~ f

Trl)l,.t;lhm New
Lovereizuty zociety

L ]
| Loyalty 4 Efficiency
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Figure 1. Depicts the growth cycle of transnationalism through convergence

5. Conclusion and Suggestions

A review of 28 convergence-related theories (covering federalism, regionalism, and
functionalism) identified nine core elements of transnationalism: cognition, values, goals,
will, interaction, governance, community, efficiency, and loyalty. The process is
dynamic and self-reinforcing: as transnational communities succeed, trust and
commitment increase, reinitiating the cycle from new cognition. Conversely, failure
diminishes legitimacy and support, weakening the transnational structure.
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