The State Studies Quarterly (> ‘ ATU
Winter 2025, 10 (40), 229-264 NCH
tssq.atu.ac.ir

DOI: 10.22054/tssq.2025.72212.1383

The Polis Discourse and the Evolution of Political

Thought in Ancient Greece

Assistant  Professor, Department of Political
Ehsan Kazemi* Science, Shahid Chamran University of Ahvaz,
Ahvaz, Iran.

Ph.D. Candidate, Department of Approximation of
Religions, University of Religions and Religions,
Qom, Iran.

Morteza Kazemi
Bareh Bi Chast

Extended Abstract
Introduction

Any attempt to review the history of philosophical thought inevitably
begins with ancient Greece. As the cradle of political thought, ancient
Greece holds an influential position in the history of political thought.
Thus, examining political thought in ancient Greece remains a
compelling area of study for historians of political thought. A critical
aspect of ancient Greek political thought is its evolution and the
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elements that influenced its development. Historians of political
thought argue that various elements—such as governance systems,
culture, and geography—served as key drivers in shaping political
thought in ancient Greece. Understanding these elements provides
deeper insight not only into ancient Greek political thinking but also
into the broader development of Western political thought. In this
respect, the present study aimed to analyze the role and significance
of the discourse on the polis in the evolution of political thought in
ancient Greece. The central question guiding this research is: What
influence did the emergence of the polis have on the foundations of
thought in ancient Greece? The research is based on the hypothesis
that the rise of the polis as a dominant discourse not only influenced
daily political relations in ancient Greece but also played a decisive
role in the development of political thought as a distinct field of
knowledge. In other words, political thought, as a form of historical
knowledge, evolved according to the norms of discourse formation
and transformation.

Materials and Methods

The current study employed discourse analysis as the methodological
approach to explore the underlying logic behind the formation of
political thought in ancient Greece.

Results and Discussion

According to the research methodology, the prevailing discourse of
each era significantly shapes its modes of thought. In the monarchical
discourse, mythical thinking—shaped by dominant values and
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norms—Ilaid the foundation for a specific form of thought known as
mythical thought. This discourse constructed methods and models of
thinking that would reproduce the dominant discourse. With the
transition from the monarchical discourse to the discourse on the polis,
it was not only the political order that underwent change but also the
entirety of Greek social and political life. Beyond shifts in lifestyle
and living models, a new mode of thinking emerged within the polis
discourse. This new paradigm marked a shift from mythical to rational
thought, emphasizing rationality over instinctual or national aspects
of the human. This transformation reshaped the nature of relations
between political institutions. As a result, the foundation of political
legitimacy and stability moved away from metaphysical or mythical
justifications toward an earthly, citizen-centered foundation.

Conclusion

This research examined the discourse on the polis in contrast with the
discourse of monarchy, outlining several transitional stages from the
monarchy to the polis. The first stage involved the crisis and eventual
decline of the hegemonic monarchical discourse. The second stage
marked the emergence and consolidation of the polis as the new
dominant discourse. The third and final stage was characterized by the
structuring of the discursive elements of political thought around a
central sign, namely the polis itself. With the transition from the
discourse of monarchy to that of the polis or city-state, not only did
the political order change, but the entire social and political life of the
Greeks was transformed. Beyond mere biological changes, a new
mode of thinking emerged within the discourse of the polis. In this

A new way of thinking, rational thought gradually replaced mythical
thinking, and rationalism led to the emergence of political thought.
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