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Extended Abstract
Introduction

Although the study of politics has expanded beyond the examination
of the state as an institution to encompass all aspects of social life, the
nature and function of the state remain central to discussions in this
historically significant field. This is especially true as ongoing and
fundamental changes in society and global relations have reshaped the
state's functions and perceptions. States continue to represent the most
important social institution in the human world. The primary question
facing social and political scientists is whether the transformation of
global relations will lead to the elimination or alteration of the state.
Some theorists of international relations, particularly realists, argue
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that the state will neither disappear nor undergo a fundamental shift in
its core functions. According to this view, the state of the world and
international relations remain fundamentally unchanged, with states
continuing to be the principal actors in international relations. Their
primary role will still be to ensure security and protect interests within
their borders, all within an anarchic world that lacks centralized power
and follows its own unique set of rules and order. The present research
tried to answer the following questions: According to Anne-Marie
Slaughter, how can the state continue to fulfill its function in a
networked world? And do the indicators Slaughter proposes for the
state’s function in a networked world align with current realities? The
research is based on the hypothesis that, as Slaughter argues, the
functions of the state continue in a way that aligns with the internal
rules of global networks. However, what Slaughter describes as the
disaggregated state has not yet fully materialized. The subsidiary
hypothesis suggests that the state will function as a disaggregated
institution  within judicial, decision-making, action-oriented, and
norm-setting global networks. Nevertheless, we cannot yet speak of
the emergence of a new form of the state called the disaggregated
state.

Materials and Methods

The current study used both deductive reasoning and mixed methods
to test the hypotheses. Anne-Marie Slaughter’s theory was used as the
primary framework for analysis. Her theory was tested through a dual
approach, utilizing both qualitative interpretations and indicators, as
well as quantitative data. The analysis began with examining
Slaughter’s concepts using her primary sources, followed by an
assessment of the theory’s indicators through empirical evidence.
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Results and Discussion

Despite being influenced by the viewpoints of other theorists, Anne-
Marie Slaughter seeks to offer new insights. She identifies a
significant paradox in the age of global networks. On the one hand,
global networks have made globalization an inevitable aspect of
human life. Onthe other hand, there is an increasing need for states to
govern and manage arange of issues that span all dimensions of social
life across different countries. Some argue that the expansion of
globalization and the inevitability of global networks will weaken or
even eliminate the role of the state, thus diminishing the need for its
governance and function. However, Slaughter contends that the need
for states and their roles in the process of globalization will actually
increase, creating a paradox in the modern world. She defines global
political networks as arising from diverse projects of reinventing and
reimagining the state, both academically and practically. These
projects explore various ways in which the private sector can perform
functions traditionally associated with government—from providing
expertise for public services to overseeing and ensuring compliance.
An examination of the indicators Slaughter presents regarding state
networks in the global arena reveals that while these indicators reflect
certain aspects of reality, they have not led to the emergence of a new
phenomenon. An analysis of global realities confirms the existence of
such networks, and their presence and influence cannot be overlooked.
However, considering that Slaughter’s central concept is the
disaggregated state, these networks have not yet brought about the
disaggregation of states. While these networks do influence decisions
and laws in various countries, they have not reached the extent
required to transform a continuous state into a discontinuous or
disaggregated one.
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Conclusion

Anne-Marie Slaughter offers a novel perspective on the role and
function of the state in the global age, which she terms the
disaggregated state. This perspective can explain many global
phenomena and developments, providing a fresh theoretical
framework for understanding the state. Nevertheless, while
Slaughter’s theory resonates with many ongoing transformations and
offers a new lens through which to view them, it does not fully account
for all dimensions of the actual state and political world, nor can it
account for many new political currents and realities. The statistics
and examples presented in this article demonstrate that, while the
initial signs of the phenomenon of the disaggregated state are visible,
it has not yet fully materialized. States continue to play significant
roles in most areas.

Keywords: Disaggregated state,  Anne-Marie Slaughter,
transformation of state, global network of states, essence of state.
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Americans’ top policy priority this year? Strengthening
the economy

26 who say showld be a top priority for the president and Congress to
address this year

Strengthening economy

Defending against terrorism
Reducing influence of money in
politics

Reducing health care costs
Improving education

Making Social Security
financially sound

Reducing crime

o

Dealing with immigration
Reducing availability of illegal drugs

Reducing budget deficit

Improving the way the political
system works

Improving job situation

a

B
0

J
] |3
Aog~
-l
W

Improving energy system

Protecting the environment

Dealing with problems of poor people
Improving transportation
Strengthening military

Dealing with climate change
Addressing issues around race

Dealing with global trade

Source: Survey of U S adults conducted Jan_. 16-21_ 2024
PEW RESEARCH CENTER

(PEW, 2024)
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