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Strategic action of the Pahlavi Il to weaken the position of the
National Assembly

Mostafa Jahanbakhsh™

After the coup d'état of August 19, 1953, and the elimination of the
opposition, the Second Pahlavi’s government attempted to restore
independent sovereignty and weaken the role and position of the National
Consultative Assembly in the country's political structure. This article
attempts to answer the following question: What was the strategy adopted by
the political system during the Second Pahlavi era to weaken the structural
position of the Islamic Consultative Assembly? In this research, using a
descriptive-analytical approach and based on the theoretical framework of
strategic action, an attempt was made to examine the actions and initiatives
taken by the political system in two forms - overt and covert strategic action
- to weaken the position of the Islamic Consultative Assembly. The studies
show that the covert strategic measures have focused on actions such as
interfering in the composition of MPs, new interventionism and steering of
political parties, and threats and pressure on the representatives of the
National Consultative Assembly. The Pahlavi government has also tried to
curtail the authority of the National Consultative Assembly through overt
strategic measures by creating parallel institutions, particularly the Senate
while suspending and dissolving the National Consultative Assembly. The
measures of the second Pahlavi, which focused on hidden strategies while
reducing the structural role of the Islamic Consultative Assembly, paved the
way for a weakening of communicative action and narrowed the circle of
community participation in political processes through institutions.
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