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Economic Diplomacy and Strategic Hedging of China in MENA;
Lessons for I.R.Iran
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Over the past decade, the People's Republic of China has emerged as one of
the most significant trading partners and foreign investors in the Middle East
and North Africa (MENA) region. This achievement in a region of
increasing geo-strategic and geo-economic importance can be attributed to
China's adoption of diplomatic tactics and a strategic hedging approach.
Economic diplomacy, as a key pillar of China's collaborative diplomacy, has
enabled the expansion of China's regional influence without direct
confrontation with the United States while propelling Beijing's global ascent.
This article aims to examine how China's strategic hedging and economic
diplomacy in the MENA region have contributed to the advancement of
China's comprehensive strategic objectives and its regional influence.
Furthermore, it explores the lessons that can be drawn from these
experiences for Iran. The findings of this research show that China's
economic diplomacy in MENA has been successful as a key pillar of
cooperative diplomacy by using hedging behavioral patterns through
components such as strategic flexibility; Giving priority to developmental
peace, economic entanglement with countries and adoption of hedging
strategies instead of establishing balance of power or alliance and coalition
will bring valuable lessons for making economic diplomacy efficient in the
framework of developmental foreign policy for Iran. The research method
employed in this article is qualitative, utilizing a descriptive-analytical
approach, and data collection is conducted using library resources.
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