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Introduction: Contrary to the optimistic predictions that followed the Cold War re-
garding the global promotion and consolidation of liberal democracy, we are now wit-
nessing the expansion and entrenchment of various forms of authoritarian governance.
In fact, authoritarianism has become the dominant model of governance in many parts
of the world. This reality reflects profound shifts in the political and social structures of
societies and demands increased scholarly attention to better understand its dimensions
and implications. Accordingly, this research seeks to address the following questions:
What are the defining characteristics and forms of 21st-century authoritarianism? What
mechanisms does it employ to gain and maintain power? And how does authoritarian-
ism differ between developing and developed countries?

Methods: This study employs a mixed-methods approach (quantitative and qualitative)
within a descriptive-analytical framework to explore the dimensions and features of the
expansion of authoritarian governance. The quantitative component draws on statistics
and data from international organizations such as Freedom House and the V-Dem Insti-
tute. The qualitative section involves a critical review and analysis of leading scholarly
work on democracy and authoritarianism. First, it compares classical and contempo-
rary forms of authoritarianism; subsequently, it examines how modern authoritarianism
manifests in both developing and developed countries. The data used in this study have
been collected from documentary and library sources, as well as statistical databases
provided by international institutions.

Results and Discussion: Authoritarianism in the 21st century exhibits characteristics
that differentiate it from its historical counterparts. Modern authoritarian regimes often
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operate within electoral frameworks, allow limited pluralism, employ less overt vio-
lence, and advance their agendas subtly under the guise of democratic legitimacy. While
these regimes are not openly despotic, they also show no genuine inclination toward
democratization. Instead, they demonstrate greater resilience and adaptability compared
to earlier forms of authoritarianism.To avoid domestic backlash and international con-
demnation, contemporary authoritarian governments rarely resort to extreme measures
such as mass arrests or executions. Most citizens do not directly experience state vi-
olence. However, the core of authoritarianism remains rooted in the concentration of
power and the enforcement of strict societal control. This control is exercised through
mechanisms such as the suppression of political opposition, media censorship, restric-
tions on civil liberties, and a lack of governmental accountability and transparency. The
global rise of authoritarianism has manifested in various forms across both advanced
democracies and developing nations. Examples include the election of populist leaders
who challenge legal norms, such as Donald Trump in the United States; the ascent of
far-right politicians like Giorgia Meloni in Italy; the continued rule of long-standing
authoritarian figures like Recep Tayyip Erdogan in Turkey; and the deepening of author-
itarian practices in states like China under Xi Jinping.

Conclusions: The findings of this research suggest that the global dominance of dem-
ocratic paradigms, particularly during the so-called “third wave of democracy” after
the Cold War, was an exceptional and temporary phenomenon. The stagnation of dem-
ocratic progress and the rise of authoritarian models of governance—historically the
more prevalent form—mark a return to an enduring trend.New authoritarianism, with
its distinctive features, is not only growing stronger but is also increasingly accepted—
especially among younger populations, some of whom may even support its consoli-
dation. Although there remains the possibility for internal change and the weakening
of authoritarian tendencies in some countries, available evidence indicates that current
authoritarian regimes are unlikely to disappear in the near future.
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