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Introduction

One of the important topics in the field of political sociology is the issue of political
protests, which play a vital and increasingly significant role in modern politics. Protests
against discrimination, corruption, economic inequality, and other grievances demonstrate
that around the world, protest movements are viewed as powerful catalysts for "change."”
Political protests challenge the prevailing structures of power and authority and may
involve the ruling system in a series of political and social crises. Over the past two
decades, and especially in recent years, protests have surged in Iranian society. Mass
actions related to the protests of June and July 2018, January 2016, and November 2018
occurred extensively in several major cities of Iran, alongside local protests such as those
by the Haft Tappeh sugarcane workers in 2017 and the Isfahan farmers' protests in 2021.
These actions are considered significant. It can be said that the political protests of the
summer and autumn of 2022 are among the most important political protests in the history
of the Islamic Republic of Iran. These protests arose from functional and contextual
deficiencies; in this sense, the death of Mahsa Amini, an Iranian Kurdish girl, was merely
a spark or pretext for the protests of 2022. These protests were rooted in underlying issues
such as the existence or perception of injustice, meritocracy, widespread violations at
various levels of governance, the government's failure to respect the dignity of citizens,
and many other social and economic crises. Accordingly, the current research aims to
analyze the role of socio-economic factors influencing the political protests of the people
of Isfahan in 2022.

Methodology

In terms of its nature and content, the research method employed in this study is
descriptive-analytical, falling within the survey branch. The study aims to achieve
practical objectives through the collection of data over a six-month period, utilizing a
cross-sectional design. The statistical population for this research comprises citizens aged
15 and older residing in Isfahan, which, according to the 2015 census, amounted to
2,243,249 individuals. The sample size was determined to be 384 participants, calculated
using Cochran's formula. This sample was selected through an available sampling
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method, chosen for its practicality in accessing participants via social networks such as
Etaa and Telegram. The data collection instrument utilized was a standardized
questionnaire.

Results and Discussion

The analysis of the data obtained from the demographic variables reveals a relatively
balanced distribution of respondents between genders. Notably, the highest frequency of
respondents is found within the age group of 46 to 60 years, with the majority holding a
bachelor's degree. Additionally, most respondents are married and reside in urban areas.
Regarding housing conditions, a significant proportion of participants live in rented
accommodations and belong to the middle economic class. Finally, the employment status
indicates that a greater number of individuals are employed in government positions,
while a considerable portion remains unemployed. The table below examines the
relationship between independent variables and political protests.

Table 1: Examination of research hypotheses

independent variable dependent variable Correlation P value R-
coefficient Squared
Use of social networks Political protests 0/703 0/000 0/49
Weakness of the public Political protests 0/664 0/000 0/44
sphere
Political trust Political protests -0/703 0/000 0/49
lack of social vitality Political protests 0/779 0/000 0/61
Despair about the Political protests 0/759 0/000 0/58
future
Expensiveness Political protests 0/760 0/000 0/58
Financial corruption Political protests 0/725 0/000 0/53
Economic Political protests 0/730 0/000 0/53
dissatisfaction
Unemployment Political protests 0/726 0/000 0/527
Feeling of relative Political protests 0/811 0/000 0/65
deprivation
Religiosity Political protests -0/771 0/000 0/59
Conclusion

The research results indicate a positive and significant relationship between the use of
social networks, the weakening of the public sphere, lack of social vitality, hopelessness
about the future, high prices, financial corruption, economic dissatisfaction,
unemployment, and the feeling of relative deprivation with political protests. The political
protests of the fall of 1401, which stemmed from various economic, social, and political
factors, were coordinated and intensified through the extensive use of social networks
such as Instagram, Telegram, and Twitter. In Isfahan, these platforms were particularly
utilized for quickly disseminating information about the locations and times of gatherings,
sharing videos and live images of events, and expressing political views and slogans.
Conversely, in recent years, the public sphere in Iran, especially in Isfahan, has
encountered numerous challenges. Factors such as media restrictions, a reduction in the
activities of independent civil organizations, and limitations imposed on social networks
have contributed to the weakening of this space. The lack of social vitality was also
identified as a significant factor related to political protests. A decline in social vitality
typically correlates with increased dissatisfaction and mistrust towards government
institutions. When citizens perceive that their living conditions are not improving and
their efforts to instigate change are futile, they gradually withdraw from constructive
participation in society and may resort to political protests.

Moreover, in Isfahan, factors such as unemployment, inflation, high prices, financial
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corruption, social restrictions, and a lack of suitable job opportunities have
heightened feelings of despair among citizens. The results also indicate that economic
dissatisfaction can significantly influence the social and political behavior of
individuals. In Isfahan, economic dissatisfaction is a primary driver of political
protests, often arising as a reaction to economic challenges and the government's
inability to address these issues.

Based on the findings of this research, there is a significant and positive relationship
between the feeling of relative deprivation and the political protests of Isfahan
citizens. This feeling can lead to dissatisfaction with the status quo, diminished trust
in government institutions, and government systems, particularly when these entities
fail to resolve economic and social problems. Finally, the results reveal a significant
relationship between religiosity and the political protests of Isfahan citizens.
Religiosity, as a cultural and social dimension, can profoundly impact individuals'
political and social behavior.

Keywords: Social Factors, Economic Factors, Political Protests, Isfahan.
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