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This study explores the concept of democracy within the
framework of the contemporary global order, illustrating how
Western civilization—particularly the United States—has
hollowed out core values such as "freedom," "equality,” and
"popular sovereignty,” transforming them into instruments for
consolidating dominance and imposing its ideological framework.
Behind the alluring slogans of democracy lies a concealed
paradigm of international paternalism, wherein fundamental
decisions remain monopolized by the great powers. A notable
example is the U.S. opposition to the renewal of Boutros Boutros-
Ghali’s tenure as UN Secretary-General.

Grounded in Qur’anic teachings—especially verses addressing
arrogance (istikbar), hegemonic imposition, elite deception, and
resistance to oppression—this article unveils the true face of
America’s hegemonic civilization. The Qur’an portrays arrogance
as a satanic trait and a principal cause of injustice toward the
oppressed: "But [Iblis] refused and was arrogant and became of the
disbelievers" (Al-Bagarah: 34); and elsewhere: "Indeed, those who
disdain My worship will enter Hell [in humiliation]" (Ghafir: 60).
Through the integrated analysis of Islamic scripture, historical
evidence, and international data, this paper emphasizes the urgent
need to redefine the concept of democracy, to reclaim intellectual
autonomy for Islamic societies, and to confront the cultural and
economic domination of Western civilization. Ultimately, it
proposes an alternative model of authentic Islamic democracy
rooted in Qur’anic principles—one that is inherently resistant to
global hegemony.
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