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Abstract

The International Convention for the Control and
Management of Ships’ Ballast Water and Sediments, adopted in
2004 and entering into force in 2017, marks a significant
milestone in international marine environmental protection. Its
primary objective is to reduce the spread of invasive alien species
through ballast water discharged by ships-an activity that can
severely damage marine biodiversity, disrupt ecological balance,
and impose substantial economic costs on coastal nations. The
Convention obliges member states to adopt effective measures
for managing ballast water and sediments, thereby preventing the
introduction of harmful aquatic organisms and pathogens into
new ecosystems. To this end, state parties are required to enact
domestic legislation consistent with the Convention's provisions,
develop the necessary infrastructure, and ensure robust

monitoring and regulation of ballast water operations.
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Obligations include maintaining a comprehensive Ballast Water
Record Book, complying with specified discharge standards, and
equipping ships with approved treatment systems. The
Convention is rooted in key principles of international
environmental law, notably the precautionary principle and the
principle of international cooperation, underscoring the
importance of collective action in addressing transboundary
environmental challenges.

Despite  notable progress-evidenced by  successful
implementation in countries such as China and Australia-the
Convention faces ongoing challenges. These include the
widespread operation of ships under flags of convenience, the use
of falsified registration documents, and the limited financial and
technical capacity of many developing countries to meet
compliance standards. Such issues continue to hinder the
Convention's overall effectiveness.

This article argues that strengthening regional cooperation,
expanding seafarer training programs, and improving access to
cost-effective treatment technologies are essential steps for
enhancing the Convention’s impact. Moreover, oversight of ship
registration must be tightened to combat fraudulent practices, and
greater financial and technical assistance should be provided to
developing states. This research employs a descriptive-analytical
methodology, drawing on library resources, legal instruments,
and official publications of the International Maritime

Organization.
Keywords: Ballast Water, Invasive Species, International

Maritime Organization, Marine Environment, Ballast Water

Management Convention.
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David, M. (2015), "Vessels and Ballast Water," In: Global Maritime Transport and Ballast

Water Management (Issues and Solutions), Dordrecht: Springer Science plus Business Media,
pp. 13-35.
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2 . The International Maritime Organization (IMO)
3 . The Marine Environment Protection Committee (MEPC) of The International Maritime
Organization (IMO)
4 . The International Convention for the Control and Management of Ships' Ballast Water and
Sediments, 2004 (BWM Convention)
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2. International guidelines for preventing the introduction of unwanted aquatic organisms and

pathogens from ships' ballast water and sediment discharges, MEPC 50(31). 1991.
3. The UN Conference on Environment and Development (UNCED)
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1 . The Ballast Water Working Group
2 . Harmful aquatic organisms and pathogens
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3. The World Summit on Sustainable Development (WSSD), which was held in Johannesburg,

South Africa, in2002.

4 . The International Maritime Organization (IMO) Council's 89th session, November 2002

5 . The 23rd session of the Assembly of the International Maritime Organization (IMO),
December 2003
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. ANNEX: Regulations for the control and management of ships' ballast water and sediments
. SECTION A: General provisions

. SECTION B: Management and control requirements for ships

. SECTION C: Special requirements in certain areas
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1 . SECTION D: Standards for ballast water management

2 . SECTION E: Survey and certification requirements for ballast water management

3 . APPENDIX I: Form of international ballast water management certificate (international
ballast water management certificate)

4 . APPENDIX IlI: Form of ballast water record book (international convention for the control
and management of ships' ballast water and sediments)

5 . Ballast Water Management System Code
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e  Guidelines for sediment reception facilities (G1) (resolution MEPC.152(55))
e  Guidelines for ballast water sampling (G2) (resolution MEPC.173(58))
e Guidelines for ballast water management equivalent compliance (G3) (resolution
MEPC.123(53))
e  Guidelines for ballast water management and development of ballast water management

plans (G4) (resolution MEPC.127(53)), amended by resolutions MEPC.306(73)
and MEPC.370(80))
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(Gesamp)
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