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The Islamic Republic of Iran has taken steps to form and support the
Resistance Axis due to its Islamic identity and revolutionary beliefs and
values. The Islamic Resistance Axis is a coalition consisting of Iran, Syria,
Hezbollah, Hamas, and a network of resistance parties and groups in the
region that was formed based on the ideology and identity of the Islamic
Revolution to confront the system of domination and defend the ideal of
Palestine. But the main question occurs as: what is the relationship between
the Resistance Axis and Iran's national interests? What challenges and
opportunities has the Resistance Strategy had for Iran's national interests?
The research hypothesis is that although the Resistance Axis is in line with
the ideological and Islamist goals of the Islamic Republic, it does not
conflict with Tran's national interests. Although support for the axis of
resistance has led to the imposition of extensive pressure by the hegemonic
powers against Iran and has hampered Iran's free action in the international
arena (counter-state), in return, it has provided numerous opportunities for
Iran's national interests, such as preserving Iran's territorial unity and
integrity, removing the shadow of direct war from Iran, increasing Iran's
regional power and influence, weakening regional rivals, increasing arms
exports and foreign exchange earnings, etc.
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Introduction

Iran’s support for the Axis of Resistance has faced domestic challenges and skepticism in
public opinion due to psychological operations and media warfare. A prominent example
of this challenge was the slogan "Neither Gaza nor Lebanon, | sacrifice my life for Iran”
during the 2009 elections. The perception that supporting the Resistance Front
contradicts Iran’s national interests and Iranian identity—along with the false dichotomy
that the Islamic Republic prioritizes the "Ummah™ (global Muslim community) over the
"nation” (Iranian people)—is the most significant skepticism in this regard.

The key question is: While the Islamic Republic is an ideological and identity-driven
system, can support for the Axis of Resistance be justified from a secular, national
perspective—beyond Islamic ideology—solely based on securing Iran’s national
interests? What achievements has the Axis of Resistance brought for Iran’s national
interests? Has its role for Iran—as a nation-state distinct from the region and the Islamic
world—created opportunities or challenges?

Methodology

This study adopts an analytical approach using SWOT analysis, grounded in
functionalism theory and neoclassical realism, as explained in the theoretical section. The
research is applied in nature, with data collected through documentary analysis.

Discussion
The concept of national interest, like many terms in humanities, lacks a fixed definition
and varies across intellectual schools. Key definitions include:
1. Territorial Integrity: The classical/traditional definition views national interest
through a security lens, emphasizing military defense of borders (Browning,
2007: 64).
2. Power Balance & Rules of the Game: National interest relies on a state’s
internal power equilibrium and governing norms (Clinton, 2000: 65).
3. Societal Conditions & Capabilities: A dynamic set of conditions enabling
security, economic, social, cultural, and political needs, shaped by geopolitics
and international standing (Plano, 1988: 10—11).
Governing Values: Rosenau argues national interest is rooted in values, with states
pursuing divergent goals based on their ideological frameworks (Rosenau, 1980: 136).

Conclusion

e Deterrence & National Security: Strengthening Iran’s defensive capabilities.

e Strategic Depth: Expanding Iran’s regional influence.

e Economic Gains: Access to regional markets, arms exports, and countering

imposed isolation.

e Regional Leadership: Highlighting Iran’s role in regional developments.

e Power Balance: Shifting regional dynamics in Iran’s favor.

e Collective Identity: Socializing resistance and reinforcing collective identity.
Net Assessment: The opportunities and advantages of the Axis of Resistance for Iran far
outweigh its challenges, transforming Iran from a marginalized state dependent on great
powers to a regional powerbroker and potential hegemon.
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