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Today, historical and social typologies are mainly shaped around
communications and media, and a deep understanding of this complex
phenomenon requires concepts, theories, and theoretical approaches to reveal
its dimensions. This article, using the analytical method and a comparative
study of four media theories on nearly five hundred posts and news from the
BBC and Iran International networks, raises the question of which of the two
mentioned networks benefited from the 2022 events in Iran, after the death of
Ms. Mahsa Amini, and to what extent? It seeks to test a hypothesis that
considers the effectiveness of these two networks in utilizing a combination
of four theories: framing, highlighting, meta-social, and feminist. The results
obtained from this research indicate that although the issue of women and
their rights was the initial and apparent reason for the formation of the
"Women, Life, Freedom" movement, which can be considered a sub-theme of
feminist theory and this movement can be considered a women's movement.
However, by carefully examining the events of the months that followed, we
can conclude that the Western-oriented media mainly utilized the framing
theory in order to achieve their ultimate goal, which is to overthrow or
weaken the Islamic Republic government.

Keywords

2022 Rots, Uncovering the Veil, Media, Media Theories, Soft War.

Cite this article:

DOI:
Publisher:

Oromiyehea, Zeinab, Nadia Samavati, Leila Keshavarz & Mohammad Kaffash
(2025). Media Theories: A Comparative Study of BBC and Iran International’s
Media Focus on Women in the 2022 Riots. Islamic Revelution Studies. 21 (4).
175-200. DOT: ??

7?

Islamic Maaref University, Qom, Iran.




Islamic Revelution Studies, Vol. 21, Winter 2025, No. 79 O 170

Introduction

In contemporary society, media function not merely as tools of information transfer but
as active agents in shaping public opinion, constructing discourse, and influencing social
developments. By employing theoretical models and concepts, media participate in
meaning-making processes that define how events are perceived. The social events in
Iran during 2022, following the death of Mahsa Amini, offer a prominent example of this
influence. Persian-language media outlets abroad, notably BBC Persian and Iran
International, provided extensive coverage of these events. This study aims to analyze the
representational strategies of these two media organizations with a focus on the extent
and manner in which they utilized four key media theories: framing, agenda-setting,
parasocial interaction, and feminist theory.

Methodology

This research adopts an analytical-comparative method based on qualitative content
analysis. The corpus includes approximately 500 posts, reports, and news items published
by BBC Persian and Iran International in the months following the initial event. The
study applies four theoretical frameworks: framing theory, agenda-setting theory,
parasocial interaction theory, and feminist theory to examine how topics were selected,
framed, and communicated to audiences.

Discussion

The protests that erupted across Iranian cities after the death of Mahsa Amini in
September 2022 triggered intense media engagement at the international level, especially
among Persian-language outlets abroad. Content analysis of nearly 500 posts and news
items from BBC Persian and Iran International indicates a layered and theory-based
media representation. In the early stages, coverage was heavily focused on gender-related
issues such as hijab and women's presence in public protests, aligning with the core
tenets of feminist media theory. By repeatedly highlighting concepts of bodily autonomy
and visualizing protesting women as central figures, the media elevated a gendered
discourse.

Conclusion

As the protests progressed, framing theory became more dominant. Through selective
story choices, emotionally charged headlines, and ideological language, these media
outlets restructured public perception toward an image of national crisis. In parallel,
agenda-setting was employed to prioritize topics like police violence, international
responses, and repression. This contributed to shaping the hierarchy of information
relevance in the minds of viewers. Furthermore, features of parasocial interaction
appeared through emotional messaging, presenter familiarity, and the use of social
platforms to build audience engagement and trust.

This combined use of theories indicates a strategic approach in narrative construction.
Rather than reflecting events passively, these media actively reconstructed them to align
with broader discursive goals. This discursive operation not only informed but actively
influenced public interpretation and emotional response.

Conclusion The transition from an initial focus on women's issues to structured crisis
narratives and interactive strategies reveals a deliberate media process. Rather than
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merely reporting events, BBC Persian and Iran International shaped them through the
lens of multiple media theories. This approach contributed to a transformation in how the
Iranian sociopolitical context was understood.
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