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Abstract Info Abstract

Article Type: Following the death of a young girl on 6th of September 2022 in Tehran's
Research Article Kasra Hospital, a discourse titled "Women, Life, Freedom" entered the
"discursive field" of Iranian society and established a hostile (or otherness-
creating) relationship with the political-social discourse of the Islamic
Republic of Iran. The aim of the present study is to analyze the discourse
of "Women, Life, Freedom", to examine its relationship with the three
politico-social discourses of the "Islamic Republic of Iran", "Westerners"
and "monarchists" in the discursive field of Iranian society, and finally to
2024.01.23 examine why the discourse of "Women, Life, Freedom" did not become
Accepted: hegemonic and declined, despite attracting parts of the young Iranian

generation as its equivalent chain. In this regard, and in order to answer the
2024.06.18 main question of the study, the theory of discourse analysis of Laclau and
Mouffe is chosen as a theoretical framework. This research seeks to answer
the main question: "What are the reasons for the declination of the
discourse of "women, life, freedom" and its not becoming a hegemony in
Iranian society?" It presents its hypothesis and introduces 9 factors as the
reasons in the field. The methodology of this research is based on the
method of discourse analysis. This research is of a descriptive-analytical

type.
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Introduction

On September 13, 2022, a young woman from a city in western Iran was arrested by the
Morality Police(law enforcement- This Iranian police sub-unit no longer exists).
According to footage released from the security cameras of the Morality Police, the girl
lost consciousness in the main hall of the Morality Police headquarters and was
transferred to Kasra Hospital in Tehran, where she passed away on September 16, 2022.
Following her death, a series of incidents and unrest emerged in Iranian society,
persisting for an extended period. The present study aims to examine why the discourse
of "Woman, Life, Freedom" failed to achieve hegemony position and declined, despite its
aesthetic appeal, based on Laclau and Mouffe's discourse analysis theory. Therefore, this
study seeks to answer the main question: "What are the reasons for the failure to achieve
hegemony position and the decline of the 'Woman, Life, Freedom' discourse in Iranian
society, despite its aesthetic appeal?". The hypothesis of this research is the failure to
achieve hegemony position and the decline of the 'Woman, Life, Freedom' discourse is
due to nine factors.

Methodology

The theoretical framework of this study is Laclau and Mouffe’s Discourse Theory. The
research examines the articulation of the "Woman, Life, Freedom" discourse and adopts a
descriptive-analytical approach. The required data were collected from library resources
and web-based sources (websites, Twitter accounts, and Instagram pages).

Discussion

Using Laclau and Mouffe's discourse theory, a deep and discursive analysis of Iranian
society's condition, particularly for the summer of 2022 and the formation of the
"Woman, Life, Freedom" discourse, can be provided. Following the death of the young
woman, a discourse titled "Woman, Life, Freedom" entered the "discursive field" of
Iranian society and established an antagonistic relationship with the socio-political
discourse of the Islamic Republic of Iran. Thus, it can be argued that between September
2022 and September 2023, Iran's discursive field in the political-social order consisted of
four discourses:

1)The Islamic Republic of Iran; 2)Pro-Westerns; 3) Monarchists; 4) Woman, Life,
Freedom.

The "Woman, Life, Freedom" discourse, which positioned the socio-political discourse
of the Islamic Republic of Iran as its "other," featured a "nodal point(or master signifier)"
and several "moments." This study examines the nodal point, moments, chain of
equivalence, logic of difference, antagonism, inclusion/ exclusion, closure, dislocation,
deconstruction, accessibility, and credibility of the "Woman, Life, Freedom" discourse
using Laclau and Mouffe's discourse analysis method.

Conclusion

The failure to achieve hegemony position and the decline of the "Woman, Life, Freedom'
discourse" is attributed to nine factors:

a) The weak metaphorical power of the '"Woman, Life, Freedom' discourse: Despite the
the socio-political discourse of the Islamic Republic of Iran facing numerous socio-
economic challenges (leading to dislocation), the "Woman, Life, Freedom" discourse
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failed to offer a clear path out of these crises, present a coherent vision of the future, or
position itself as the sole solution (due to excessive reliance on exclusive signifiers).

b) The weak credibility of the "Woman, Life, Freedom' discourse: The 'Woman, Life,
Freedom' discourse lost credibility due to its overt opposition to religion and indifference
toward Iran's territorial integrity (two basic principles in Iranian society).

¢) The Failure of the 'Woman, Life, Freedom' Discourse to Transform from 'Myth' or
'Theory’ into 'Social Imagination': In other words, the "Woman, Life, Freedom' discourse
merely represents the demands of a specific group or class within society and has failed
to encompass the sensibilities and demands of the majority of social groups.

d) The lack of semantic 'Closure' in the sign of "Woman, Life, Freedom' as the nodal
point (or master signifier) of the "Woman, Life, Freedom' discourse: The selection of the
sign of 'Woman, Life, Freedom' as the nodal point of the discourse—though possessing
aesthetic qualities—failed to achieve semantic closure. Consequently, the socio-political
discourse of the Islamic Republic of Iran was able to easily deconstruct it, induce
dislocation, and impose its own intended meaning upon this sign. This was possible
because, within the framework of the Islamic Republic, women actively and prominently
participate across various spheres of society and hold diverse professional roles.

e) The explicit promotion of violence and violent discursive practices by the 'Woman,
Life, Freedom' discourse (such as running over officers with cars): which caused the
majority of people (or social subjects) to become concerned about their safety.

f) The excessive exclusion of numerous social subjects from the "'Woman, Life,
Freedom' discourse.

g) The employment of vulgar discursive practices and use of obscene language and
sexualized symbols against opponents and even neutral/non-aligned subjects.

h) The emergence of divisions within the chain of equivalence (or spectrum of
supporters, sympathizers, and advocates) of the "Woman, Life, Freedom' discourse:
resulting from conflicts between the 'Pro-Westerns' and 'monarchist’ discourses following
the 'Vote for the Iran's exiled crown prince' campaign - given the shared and overlapping
chain of equivalence among these three discourses.

1) The absence of significant erosions from the chain of equivalence of the socio-political
discourse of the Islamic Republic of Iran: attributable to the minimal use of violence in
confronting unrest (security forces were not permitted to carry or use firearms during
protests, resulting in notably high casualties among security personnel during this
period).
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. common knowledge.

. study of the meanings we give language.

. actions we carry out when we use language in specific contexts.
. study of language above the level of a sentence.

. to create meaning, coherence, and accomplish purposes.
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. (1) anything beyond the sentence, (2) language use, and (3) a broader range of social practice that
includes nonlinguistic and nonspecific instances of language.

. structuralist and poststructuralist linguistic philosophy.

. representations of reality.

. reflections of a pre - existing reality.

. meanings and representations are real.

. independently of people’s thoughts and talk.

. God’s anger over a people’s sinful way of life.

. Michel Foucault.
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. a group of statements in so far as they belong to the same discursive formation.

. arhetorical or formal unity.

. a group of conditions of existence.

. an ideal, timeless form.

. a particular subset of linguistic or symbolic practices, such as speaking, writing, representing or
communicating.

. Post - Marxism without Apologies.

. the first act - asking for the brick - is linguistic.

. the second - adding the brick to the wall - is extralinguistic.

. Totality.
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. it has to be prior to this distinction.

. class struggle.

. Antagonism.

. political classes.

. collective wills.

. for practice, discourse.

. for communism, democracy.

. for identity, position.

. for society, discourse.

10. for positivity, negativity.

11. for politics, articulation.

12. Antonio Gramsci and Louis Althusser.
13. a post - Marxist theory of hegemony.
14. residual determinism and essentialism of the Marxist paradigm.
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1. Jacques Derrida’s deconstructionist philosophy and Jacques Lacan’s interpretation of Freudian
psychoanalysis.

. social formations.

. constitution of social subjects.

. general system of meaning.

. discursive practices.

. notion of ‘discourse’ as a meaningful totality which transcends the distinction between the
linguistic and the extra — linguistic.

. impossibility of a closed totality.

. floating signifiers.
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. particular signifying configurations.

. discursive struggles about the ways of fixing the meaning of a signifier.

. Deconstruction.

. Undecidable.

. Contingent.

. discourse is socia.

. both our sense of reality and our notion of our own identity.

. A discourse is a differential ensemble of signifying sequences in which meaning is constantly renegotiated.
9. speech and writing.

10. all systems of signification.
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1. coterminous with social life.

2. Practice.

3. Elements.

4. Articulation.

5. structured totality resulting from the articulatory practice.
6. finished or total.
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. Antagonism.

. antagonisms are not objective relations, but relations which reveal the limits of all objectivity.
. antagonistic limits.

. no discourse can be fully established.

. Exclude.

. where discourses collide.

. Other.
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. Discursive Field.

. Enunciator.

. Influencer.

. Nodal Point.

. Master — Signifier.

. field of discursivity.

. to arrest the flow of differences.

. privileged discursive points of this partial fixation.
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1. Articulation.

2. Moment.

3. Element.

4. Polysemic.

5. by reducing their polysemy to a fully fixed meaning.



VA G5 VFY s VY 0,90 (ool Ml Dlalllas aslilas O VY-

a9t sloin] = ol (oziS €m0 oS ) S8 €gesnr ol 3 lias
Sl oles oS oyl Ghblgn 5 how ()b il LS s 4 b plul oMl
hoye > dgvge SEMB! 5 glis o] gl &5 €l shaiod g 33,5 od ol |y dnsls
Sy ol dnele )3 Ofpien w4 3290 €s5led 055 O] ook 5 29800 25T elazs
Gkl [5] GLisS ©ygod Cagad ddse 9 MY Hlais jl &S cunl 5 4 p3Y el ataz
[s5ilom slropass ) im] ol 3 &S [Bhie plgd 5] 2900 aBloy ) o2 ooy
g Ngdie bije a4 g abaib 03 laoyads b BB ) (oleopon; Gjgodr aelss
Jorgensen & Phillips, ) €Cas (554> 5 Cund (14> oigw &5 LS o sy Sl p
Ol Ml 5ygp0n (sloinl - ol (Lt €j)len 0pes &5 CiS Gl e (2002: 43
5 oSkl uilay, ity ted il @alaml Ll 4 asels ool olib fels
w8 (Ulgz g (ol yoba & adl) st Lawgie Slils f(laosls jlle g ased) 5kl slaoslyils
535 o 0 1y ol dnels 5l oYL sy a8 adlios (o] 586 b alSls e Maass (gl)l) diixe
G Caslcae oSy Sy plnl Ml gharer slol - Ll LS b ol cage g
2 olpl asele 1 pbize 15 pblS e eleinl o wbw (LS €)len 0 238
| pida oS psbar & adl) cxped wae bugie Slib (Jol5 bty 4 adl) @y Clib
1y (lyed (sloolSys & dizas) KeoslST M g5 blg 5| s o cadbo 5 osd (slayll
St ol o ol (LS b oS dsele maw )3 9290 aplailS o> 335 o0 Jolis
= ool pleS plas aledges By aililwce e daly ol Loy Wyl «corsy lpl oMl
O it Lzl LB 42 ST 45" At €5l 0y Ll 355 (sl 3 pldbeilal eloa]
il o |y glpl dnsl (39 S
Mlgzs 5 (bl Baes €Il (5155 P letiS €55 )pn 05 & cul S5 pjY
33,5 o Jols |y (W s j1 obaide v 5) Sadise odpel Z s bMas] o anels 510
5 €OLS Y «olil ( S155 () Sl (55)ln 0205 45 il H93 45 5l LS (piren
4 €3l ¢ S5 e pletiS Lol Ban il S0aS L ook o Sligen «libedalsy
P9 Sy bl olel Ml ygrer (sloinl - b LS Sgeir aniS Al

opSG P D90 g 9y duoys Té).;.o Ol dmels w2y L U og lpl asels 0 «gley slaio»

1. Chain of Equivalence.
2. Logic of Difference.
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1. Theory.

2. Myth.

3. Dislocation.

4. a space of representation.

5. dominant ‘structural objectivity’.
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1. a principle of reading of a given situation.

2. whose terms are external to what is representable in the objective spatiality constituted by the given
structure.

3. Social Imagination.

4. Metaphoric.
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1. New Reflections on The Revolution of Our Time.
2. acceptance of a discourse depends on its credibility.
3. basic principles informing the organization of a group.
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1. field of discursivity is understood as everything outside the discourse.
2. Outside.

3. unity of meaning.

4. other ways of fixing the meaning of the signs.

5. Element.
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. multiple, potential meanings.

. Polysemic.

. Moment.

. Closure.

. a temporary stop to the fluctuations in the meaning of the signs.
. multiplicity of meaning in the field of discursivity.
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1. They consider discourses to be principally organised around practices of exclusion.
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1. Middle Finger.
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. subject position.

. political subjectivity.

. interpellated by discourses.

. subject positions.

. the social.

. Althusser.

. the subject is not understood as sovereign.
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1. Autonomous.

2. Fragmented.

3. to organise the same social space.
4. Overdetermined.

5. Contingent.
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